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The best gift you can give to your child is yourself.   

 

This weekend we recognise all Dads 

for the wonderful job they do in  

raising their children .  It must be one 

of the most difficult tasks in life but 

also the most rewarding.  Sometimes 

it is difficult to develop a work-life  

balance as children have different needs according to 

their age.   

The best gift you can give to your child is yourself.  

Possessions and gifts cannot compare with the time 

you spend with your child/children.  The building of  

memories that last a lifetime is the greatest gift of all.  

The smiles and laughter that are beyond value.  Those 

bonding times of intimacy and love are to be treasured.   

The best gift you can give to your child is yourself.   

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit  
What God wants is for your child to be happy and to live a successful and 

spiritual life.  To this end God give us gifts to help us achieve these things.  

These gifts are called the “Gifts of the Holy Spirit.”   

Knowledge:  information that can benefit you in life  

Understanding: to enlighten your mind 

Council:  to make wise decisions based on knowledge and understanding  

Fortitude:  to give you strength of will 

Piety:  to appreciate beauty and to serve God through prayer and service 

Fear of the Lord:  to respect God and to honour him at all times 

Wisdom:  unites all the gifts enabling us to reach our full potential 

Dad: Joke of the Week 

I stayed up all night 

wondering where the 

Sun had gone and then it 

dawned on me.   



Sin and Suffering who is responsible?  
 

Recently some of my friends and I were talking about sin and suffering. We were  

discussing who is responsible for the sin and suffering in the world?  Why do bad 

things happen to good people?   
 

While sin may be an abuse of human freedom suffering is part of our very  

humanity, physical and psychological, and cannot be avoided.  So often we blame God 

asking why he doesn’t intervene on our behalf.  The argument goes  

something like this.  “I pray, I go to Mass regularly, I am a good person so why has 

God allowed this to happen to me?  It is as if we have entered into a contract with God 

seeing a binding relationship between piety and prosperity, health and happiness.  

Subconsciously we believe that if we go to Mass and say our prayers God owes us.  

Consequently, when things go wrong we blame God because he, in our opinion, has 

let us down.  God becomes the scapegoat releasing us from our responsibility to use 

this time wisely.   
 

Our personal theological framework can turn terrible human tragedy and physical  

distress into disillusionment with God.  God becomes the victim of misguided learned  

theology based on needs rather than values.  Our need to blame focuses on God.   
 

In answer to human sinfulness we make God the problem which is misguided to say 

the least.  We need to remember that, social injustice and the suffering of the poor and 

the lonely is a human problem created by humans and soluble, if it is soluble at all, by 

human endeavours.  It is not God’s responsibility.   

I am reminded of the people in the Concentration Camps of Europe during the second 

world war asking, “Where is God”?  God was definitely there, silently sharing the  

suffering of his people.  What was lacking was OUR HUMANITY which allowed sin and 

evil to do their worst and fill the void.   This is always the case where our humanity is 

lacking, sin thrives.   
 

God does not cause sickness, our lifestyles and nature does.  Nature is amoral and 

outside our moral imperatives as she does no know right from wrong.  Our physical 

bodies are prone to sickness and decay as this is nature’s way of recycling and rebirth.   
 

We need to remember that God owes us nothing.  While God may be all powerful he 

can not interfere with human freedom.  The world and its problems are our  

responsibility not God’s.  That is why God made us in his image.  Suffering is part of 

our humanity that can often define us though we may not have the ability to recognise 

or respond to its potential.  Sin is created by our abuse of freedom not by Satan or any 

evil spirit and it is our responsibility to transform our sinfulness into goodness once 

more.  God will help us in this endeavour, but he will not act on our behalf.  In the end 

we are invited to seek meaning and truth from the difficult aspects of our lives.   

This is prayer in its truest form and it places us in the path of the divine.   

Farwell Mass  

Dear parishioners we are having a farewell for Julie David our 

school principal on 9 September at the 9.30 Mass.  I am most  

impressed by her professionalism and concern for the  

children placed in her care.  It will be difficult to find someone 

of her calibre given her dedication to Sacred Heart School.  We wish her well 

so please join us in giving thanks for her tireless efforts over the last five years.   



2018 Sacramental  

Programme  
 

 

  

RECONCILIATION 

Each child to make reconciliation 

with Fr John.    
  

 

FIRST EUCHARIST 
                                    
Sunday 16 September 9:30am & 

11am 
  
 

2018 Sacrament of Confirmation  
 

 

Congratulations and best wishes to the following children who received the 

Sacrament of Confirmation on Friday 31 August.  Monsignor Anthony Ireland 

confirmed the children on this special night. 
  

Holly Alp 

Jack Armstrong 

Harrison Beauchamp 

Harry Simm Calvert 

Alfred Chown 

Annalise Comer 

Cian Commane 

Luca Copes 

Luca Crivelli 

William Daly 

Lawrence De Marchi 

Yves De Marchi 

Georgina Fletcher 

Zara Linnane 

Henry MacIsaac 

Erinn McAlary 

Grace McGrath 

Helen McMullen 

Dominic Moylan 

Oscar Mullaly 

Lysandra Nguyen 

Blake Nixon 

Christian Notarianni 

Matteo Notarianni 

Hannah O'Flynn 

Zara Perry 

Luca Petruccelli 

Benjamin Pollock 

Harrison Reynolds 

Eleanor Sassi 

Mabel Scally 

Hudson Siebel 

Lara Sjoblom 

Thomas Senyard 

Zane Takla 

Marcus Te Lintelo 

Charli Tobias 

Max Toomey 

Clementine Touzeau 

Giorgio Tran 

Sophie Trappett 

Gemma Watson 

Aidan White 

 PARISH GROUPS 
  

We have been really pleased with the response of volunteers joining our parish group however we still have gaps  

particularly in the following ministries below which are in  bolded.    

  

 
Adult Scripture and Spirituality Group  Eucharist Ministers  

Altar Flowers  Finance Committee 

Altar Linen  Hospitality and Welcoming Group 

Choir  Liturgy Preparation Group 

Collectors at Mass  Minister for the Word 

Communion for Sick and Elderly  Parish Celebration and Events Group 

Counters    

   

   



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 

Have mercy. O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 

Full of mercy to all who call to you. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 

The just will live in the presence of the Lord 
 

Lord, who shall dwell on you holy mountain? 

The person who walks without fault: 

that person shall act with justice 

and speaks the truth from their heart. 
 

The person who does not wrong their brother or sister, 

who casts no slur on their neighbor, 

who holds the godless in distain, 

but honours those who respect God. 
 

The person who keeps their pledge, come what may; 

who takes no interest on a loan 

and accepts no bribe against the innocent. 

Such a person will stand firm for ever. 

And accepts ? 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!.   

The Father gives us birth by his message of truth, 
that we may be as the first fruits of his creation. 

Alleluia! 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
 

How great is the goodness, Lord, 

that you keep for those who respect you. 

 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

Last weeks donation was $1697.30 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK  

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 

First reading:   Isaiah 35:4-7 

Responsorial Psalm:   Psalm 145:7-10 

Second reading: St James 2:1-5 

Gospel:    Mark 7:31-17 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 9.15am  

Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 

9.15am 

Thursday 7.00pm 

(or as advised in  

newsletter & website)  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass                                       

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

First Friday of the month             

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish website  
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy 6:20pm on Thursdays  
 

Adult Scripture & Spirituality Group 

7:30pm on Thursdays in parish office 
 

 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  

Principal:   Julie David  

“Hope has two beautiful daughters.  

Their names are anger and courage; 

anger at the way things are, and  

courage to see that they do not remain 

the way they are.”  St. Augustine  


