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One thing I have noticed during my time in Kew is that people 

do not smile very often.  It is as if you are afraid of spontaneity.  

Some have told me you are just being reserved but I don’t  

understand why.  Spontaneity and laughter have health-giving 

properties.  A smile restores us offering an opportunity to say 

hello and to make new friends.   
 

Happiness is a gift to share.  
  

Laughter brings joy to ourselves and others.  So if you are happy, and you know 

it, please please please tell your face.  Smile! 

What does it mean to be Spiritual? 
 

There is no biblical word for spirituality 
Spirituality centres on a ‘Duty of Care’ 
 

How to be the ‘Holy People of God’ in a complex pluralistic society? 
 

Encourage the sense of being God’s Holy People 
Celebrate the sense of being a Community  

 
Therefore spirituality is founded on a three-fold relationship  

 Belonging to self = being true to self 
 Belonging to the Community 
 Belonging to God 

 
Christian spirituality places God Jesus Christ at the centre of these relationships  

 

Eucharistic prayer “We lift our hearts up to the Lord” = hearts = relationships  

Prayer is the most powerful force on earth.  It has the ability to change our perception, 

to open minds that are closed, to offer hope in place of despair.  Prayer is the greatest 

force on earth as it has the ability to transform us from within.  Without prayer we  

stumble and fall.  Are you a person of daily prayer?   



 

Children deserve the best.  So give them the best.  I find it frustrating that most 

families find time to do everything else rather than come to church.  We drive 

them here and there, sports, music, swimming etc, you name it we go our way 

to make sure they lack nothing.  But the sad fact remains that many of our  

children are suffering from spiritual anorexism.   

I hear parents say “I do not have to come to Mass to be a good person”  I fully 

agree.  The real question is somewhat different.  “How is your relationship with 

God?  When last have you prayed, when last have you given God the time of 

day.  When last have you been in a church?  How healthy is your soul?”   

 

If you believe in someone you make time to listen to that person and enjoy their  

company.  Think of your friends, you make time for them because their  

friendship is important to you.  The same applies if you believe in God.  One 

hour a week is not much to ask so that you can care for your soul.  I promise it 

won’t do you any harm and it just might do you a lot of good. If you are still  

unwilling to come to church that’s your choice.  When you die you can justify 

your decisions before God.   

 

The problem remains that by you as parents, not attending church, because 

you do not feel the need, your child is deprived because if you do not go neither 

can your child.  So how can children make up their own mind about God and 

the church if you don’t bring them to church.  It is like telling a child that they 

need not go to school if they don’t want to.  If they don’t feel like going that’s 

O.K. there is always next week.  The same applies to homework, bed time, 

meals, etc.  The facts are that we make choices for our children which have  

on-going beneficial effects on them.  Attending Church is exactly the same.   

You see at the end of the day it is not just about the adult deciding not to go.  

Most importantly it is about you putting your self out so that your child can have 

the very best.  Don’t deprive your child of having a spiritual way of life. Nourish 

their soul as you nourish their bodies, after all you feed them many times each 

day.  You can not fool God.  God knows if you miss Mass for a genuine reason 

of if you are just making excuses.  
One hour—just once a week.  Is that too much to ask!  

No-Excuse Sunday to make it possible for everyone to attend church next 

Sunday we are holding a “No-Excuse Sunday.” Beds will be placed at the 

back of the church for those who say, “Sunday is the only day I can sleep 

in.” Steel helmets will be available for those who say, “The roof will fall 

down if I come to church.” Blankets will be provided for those who find the 

church much too cold, and fans for those who find it too hot. There will be 

TV dinners for those who can’t cook dinner and go to church on the same 

day. A section will be devoted to trees and grass for those who like to find 

GOD in nature. Finally, the church will be decorated with Christmas trees 

and Easter lilies for those who have never seen the church without them.  



Gardening meeting to be held on Saturday 29 September 11am  

1).  To discuss options and determine overall plan for the garden.  

2).  Poisoning of weeds in the lawn area – removal of shrubs and a general tidy  

      up for spring.  All welcome. 

In the course of half a century (and more), I have seen more Catholic  
corruption than most Catholics read of. I have tasted it. I have been reasonably 
corrupt myself. And yet I take joy in this Church, this living, throbbing, sinning 
people of God; I love it with a crucifying passion. Why? For all the Catholic hate, 

I experience here a community of love. For all the institutional idiocy, I find here a 
tradition of reason. For all the individual repressions, I breathe here an air of 
freedom. For all the fear of sex, I discover here the redemption of my body. In an 
age so inhuman, I touch here the tears of compassion. In a world so grim and 
humourless, I share here rich joy and earthly laughter. In the midst of death, I 
hear here an incomparable stress on life. For all the apparent  

absence of God, I sense here the presence of Christ.  

Jesuit priest Walter Burghardt 

“Archbishops Catholic Man Breakfast Series, 13 September 2018 featuring our new 
Archbishop, Peter A Comensoli. Come along and be encouraged, inspired and  
challenged by him as he undertakes his leadership role in the Archdiocese of  
Melbourne. The title of his address is “Being a man; a man of God!” The venue is the 
CQ Club 113 – 123 Queen St Melbourne. Cost $45. Time 0700 – 0900 sharp. Enquiries 
Michael Bohan 0439 172 465. The Catholic Man Breakfast Series is an opportunity for 
men to gather and be encouraged and inspired in their faith.” 

Reflections for the week 
 

 Have you ever lent someone $20 and never seen them again?  It was  
probably worth it.   

 

 If you tell the truth you don’t have to remember anything 
 

 Good judgment comes from experience – experience comes from bad  
judgment.  

 

 Never forget that you are unique like everyone else.   

The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver will hold their Annual Mission Fair on  
Saturday 13 October 9.00 am - 3.00 pm at 154 Cotham Road, Kew. 
This year the proceeds will go to help provide primary education and health services for 
150 poor girls and 100 poor boys in the Catholic Sohag Diocese, Egypt. 
Gifts such as home made cakes; jams, fancy goods, novelties and plants would be 
most welcome. 
Enquiries Phone: 9817 3715. 



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 

You give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, 

that your prophets be found true. 

Hear the prayer of your servant, 

and of your people Israel.   
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 

I will walk in the presence of the Lord, 

 in the land of the living. 
 

I love the Lord for he has heard 

the cry of my appeal; 

He has turned his ear to me 

In the day when I called him. 
 

They summoned me, the snares of death, 

with anguish of the tomb; 

they caught me, sorrow and distress. 

I called on the Lord’s name. 

O Lord my God deliver me.   
 

How gracious is the Lord and just; 

our God has compassion. 

The Lord protects the simple hearts; 

I was helpless so he saved me. 

 

He kept my soul from death, 

my eyes from tears 

and my feet from stumbling. 

I will walk in the presence of the Lord 

in the land of the living.   
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!.   

Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom  
And healed all who were sick..   

Alleluia! 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

My only glory is the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

which crucifies the world tome and me to the world. 

Alleluia  

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

Last weeks donation $2009.60  

   

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK  

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 

First reading:   Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 

Responsorial Psalm:   Psalm 53:3-6,8. 

Second reading: St. James 3:16-4.3 

Gospel:    Mark 9:30-37 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 9.15am  

Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 

9.15am 

Thursday 7.00pm 

(or as advised in  

newsletter & website)  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass                                       

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

First Friday of the month             

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish web site  
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday at 6:20pm 
 

Adult Scripture & Spirituality 

Group 

Thursday at 7:30pm in parish  

office 
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  

Principal:   Julie David  


