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If you know anything about me by now, it is that my heart lies in the Scriptures.  In 

my experience I can only concur with the book of Hebrew’s in today’s readings.  

“The Word of God is something active and alive.”  In a sense the Word of God, 

the Sacred Scriptures talks to me.  Sometimes as I pray the readings it is as if its 

message just jumps off the page.  Other times it take a bit of effort to see what God 

might want to tell me.  Over the years the scriptures and I have become the closest 

of friends.  It is like the old jumper that piece of clothing that is my favourite.   

The scriptures does not leave me away with much as Hebrew’s says “It cuts like a 

two edged sword but more finely…”  The Scriptures often challenge me and  

askes me to confront the shadow side of my life.  Other times it make me laugh, 

gives me hope, inspires me and often given me new ways of looking at things.  In 

truth, just like the book of Hebrew’s states it does “judge my secret thoughts and  

emotions.” it askes that I give an account of my myself and challenges continually 

me.  I find it interesting that is exactly what my closest friends do.   

 

To be honest I think that is why I get so frustrated when I see people arriving late for 

Mass.  They miss so much and deprive themselves of so much.  They miss hearing 

what God has to say.  Consequently the focus of the Mass now becomes the homily 

not the Word of God.  In this way the Mass is seriously devalued loosing much of its 

spiritual integrity for that person.  Last week for example at the 5pm Mass people 

were arriving after the gospel.  I am deeply disappointed by this lack of respect for 

the Word of God.   

 

Scripture is also essential as a way to pray.  Just look at the readings today and  

focus on a word or a phrase that speaks to you.  Reflect on its meaning and then try 

ask how it pertains to your life.  See this word or phrase as a Chanel of communica-

tion between you and God.  What is it saying to you about your life?  In what is its 

meaning for you and your personal existential experience?  Listen to the Word and 

let it speak to your heart.  Explore the personal connections between you and the 

Word of God and its personal meaning for you. In this way the Word of God  

becomes “active and alive” just as the 1st Reading from Hebrews says today.   

 

The Word of God has the ability to transform your life in ways you cannot imagine.   

I am not just saying this I know it from personal experience.   

Don’t just hear the Word but actively listen to its message.   



 

As you and I know Christmas will be here before we know it.  What I 

would like to suggest is that we have a Parish Christmas Celebration on 

Sunday 9 December in the hall immediately after the 9.30am Mass.  Ob-

viously there will be some preparation needed so I am looking for some 

people with planning and co-ordinating skills to make this possible.   

The parish will supply wine and soft drinks and as we consist of a number 

of nationalities we are asking people to supply foods, salads and deserts.  

This will need to be co-ordinated in order to get an even share.  This will 

be a wonderful opportunity for parishioner to get to know each other.   

If you can help organise this activity please let us know.   

Gardening working bee 

Saturday 20 October   

Time 11.am—1pm  

Help needed please bring 

your own gardening tools  

All Welcome ! 

An Irishman walks into a bar in Dublin, orders three pints of Guinness and sits in 

the back of the room, drinking out of each one in turn. When he finishes them, he 

comes back to the bar and orders three more. The bartender approaches and 

tells him, "You know, a pint goes flat after I draw it, and it would taste better if you 

bought one at a time." The Irishman replies, Well, you see, I have two brothers. 

One is in America, the other is in Australia, and I'm in Dublin. When we all left 

home, we promised that we'd drink this way to remember the days we drank  

together. So I drink one for each of my brothers and one for myself." The  

bartender admits that this is a nice custom, and leaves it there. The Irishman  

becomes a regular in the bar, and always drinks the same way: He orders three 

pints and drinks them in turn. One day, he comes in and orders two pints. All the 

other regulars take notice and fall silent.  When he comes back to the bar for the 

second round, the bartender says, "I don't want to intrude on your grief, but I 

wanted to offer my condolences on your loss." The Irishman looks quite puzzled 

for a moment, then a light dawns and he laughs. "Oh, no, everybody's just fine," 

he explains, "It's just that the doctor said I must I had to quit drinking. But it hasn't 

affected my two brothers." 

Thought for the Week 
The most productive part of any garden is the compost.  It smells, it is  

often messy and mostly avoided.  So too with your live.  It is in the mess 

that new life occurs, the struggles and the mistakes have the ability to 

bring new insights and growth to our lives.   

Your manure heap may be the best place for your potential to be realised 



Impossible thought of the Week  
“Whoever said nothing is impossible has never licking their ear.”   

Never Drink and Drive  
A male driver is pulled over by a cop and the following conversation takes place: 

Man: What's the problem officer? Cop: You were going at least 75 in a 55 zone. 

Man: No sir, I was going 65. Wife: Oh Harry. You were going 80. (Man gives his 

wife a dirty look.) Cop: I'm also going to give you a ticket for your broken tail light. 

Man: Broken tail light? I didn't know about a broken tail light! Wife: Oh Harry, 

you've known about that tail light for weeks. (Man gives his wife a dirty look.) Cop: 

I'm also going to give you a ticket for not wearing your seat belt. Man: Oh, I just 

took it off when you were walking up to the car. Wife: Oh Harry, you never wear 

your seat belt. Man: Shut your mouth, woman! Cop: Ma'am, does your husband 

always talk to you this way? Wife: No, only when he's drunk.  

A lawyer, a priest, and a young boy were in a plane that was going to crash, yet 

they only had 2 parachutes. The lawyer proclaimed that since he was the smartest 

man on the plane, that he deserved to survive. He took a chute and jumped. The 

priest looks and the young boy, and reflecting back on his life, told the young boy 

to take the last parachute since he had already lived a wonderful and full life. The 

boy replied, "You can have the other chute because the smartest man on this 

plane just jumped out with my bookbag!" 



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 9.15am  

Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 

9.15am 

Thursday 7.00pm 

(or as advised in  

newsletter & website)  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass                                       

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

First Friday of the month             

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish web site  
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday at 6:20pm 
 

Adult Scripture & Spirituality 

Group 

Thursday at 7:30pm in parish  

office 
 

 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  

 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

Last weeks donation $1,378.20  

   

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 

Lord, who could stand? 

But with you is found forgiveness, 

O God of Israel. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 

Fill us with your love, O Lord,  

and we will sing for joy! 
 

Make us know the shortness of our life  

that we may gain wisdom of heart.  

Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever?  

Show pity to your servants. 
 

In the morning, fill us with your love;  

we shall exult and rejoice all our days.  

Give us joy to  balance our affliction  

for the years when we knew misfortune. 
 

Show forth your works to your servants;  

let your glory shine on their children.  

Let the favour of the Lord be upon us:  

give success to the work of our hands. 
 

Fill us with your love, O Lord,  

and we will sing for joy! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy the poor in spirit; 

the kingdom of heaven is theirs! 
 

Alleluia! 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
 

The rich suffer want and go hungry 

but those who seek the Lord lack no blessing. 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK       

 Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 

First reading:          Isaiah 53: 10-11 

Responsorial Psalm:      Psalm 32: 4-5. 18-20. 22 

Second reading:  Hebrews 4: 14-16                      

Gospel:     Mark 10: 35-45 


