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I am seldom surprised by people but I do get disappointed.  As you know we recently 

celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation and over the last while other children have 

been celebrating their Sacrament of Reconciliation.  We have tried to make these  

Sacrament a memorable celebration for our children and a spiritual experience for all.  

Certificates are given at Mass offering families another opportunity to give thanks to God 

for all they have.  What I find disappointing is that a number of parents (seven families) 

have phoned asking the times of Mass in this parish.  I find this most disappointing given 

their children attend Catholic schools, they live within the parish, and yet they do not 

even know the times of the Masses.   

How can we ensure that our children inherit their spiritual birthright if Church means so 

little?  We have 2,000 years in our Christian heritage of wisdom and tradition.  5,000 

years if we include our links with our Jewish family.  Countless people have given their 

lives in the service of the gospel so we can benefit from their sacrifices.   

The spiritual has the ability to transform lives.  It offers hope, inspiration, direction, a 

moral code, inner peace, and so much more.  Most importantly our religion gives us a 

framework in which to commune with the transcendent.   

I can only wonder as people remain nominal Catholics.  What do they replace their  

religious practice with, entertainment, sport, family time, leisure, shopping, etc.  How do 

we nourish the souls of our children and how will we enable them to experience God in 

their lives?  Why is that so many families only come here when it is a Parish Family 

Mass but at no other time.  Must it be a special occasion for people to attend?  What is 

so difficult when we have Mass on three different occasions at each and every weekend.  

We seem to have forgotten that attending Mass is about nourishing and caring for your 

soul. It is also important to remember that the invitation to attend Mass is not from me 

but from God.  Why is it that so many say “No” to God—I am too busy.   
 

God invites you to Mass each and every weekend.   

All that is asked is one hour a week but for many even that is too much.   

Religion and spirituality seems to be now understood as a lifestyle choice.   

Will you be at Mass next weekend—what is your lifestyle choice?   

On behalf of God I ask you to come to Mass.    

 



 

 THANK YOU 
A huge thank you to all who 

attended our working bee.  

The gardens are really taking 

shape and look fantastic. 

Did you know that facts seldom change people’s minds.   

The average human lifespan is 70 years.  How old are you?  

Death is your one constant companion throughout your life so best 

make friends  

Prayer is one of the highest achievements available to humanity 

Learn to forgive but don’t ever forget  

To live life to the full you must listen to your soul.  Are you listening? 

Can you remember how you prayed as a six year old?  What about as a 

teenager?  Has your prayer changed?  Who was the God you prayed to 

in those years?  We know that all relationships change over the years.  

Some evolve and others die.  How healthy is your relationship with God?  

You see relationships are never static they grow or they slowly die.  So 

too our relationship with God.  There is the story of a little boy drawing on 

the kitchen table.  His mother asked what he was drawing?  “God”, he 

answered to which she replied “no one knows what God looks like” to 

which he replied “they do now”.    

So what is your God like?  If you were to paint a picture of your God what 

would it be like.  How would you start? What would you want your picture 

to say?  What is your image of God?   

As you and I know Christmas will be here before we know it.  What I 

would like to suggest is that we have a Parish Christmas Celebration on 

Sunday 9 December in the hall immediately after the 9.30am Mass.   

Obviously there will be some preparation needed so I am looking for 

some people with planning and co-ordinating skills to make this possible.   

The parish will supply wine and soft drinks and as we consist of a number 

of nationalities we are asking people to supply foods, salads and deserts.  

This will need to be co-ordinated in order to get an even share.  This will 

be a wonderful opportunity for parishioner to get to know each other.   

If you can help organise this activity please let us know.   



 

A priest was being honoured at his retirement     

dinner after 25 years in the parish. A leading      

politician was chosen to give a speech, but he was 

delayed, so the priest decided to say a few words 

himself while the people waited. 
 

“I got my first impression of the parish from the first 

confession I heard here,” the priest said. “The very 

first person who entered my confessional told me 

he had stolen money from his parents, embezzled 

from his employer, had taken illegal drugs.   

Needless to say, I was    absolutely appalled. But 

as the days went on, I knew my people were not all 

like that, and I had come to a fine parish full of good 

and loving      people.” 
 

Just as the priest finished, the politician arrived, full 

of apologies. He began his speech. “I’ll never forget 

the first day our parish priest arrived,” said the    

politician. “In fact, I had the honour of being the first 

one to go to him for confession.” 

 Faith is a choice, not a feeling.   
 Faith means choosing to believe in God even when life doesn’t seem to make sense.   
 Remember God owes you nothing!   
 What have you done for God this week?  
 God often protects us by not giving us the things we want. 
 Have you spoken with God recently? 
 God has given you today; what will you do with it to enrich your soul? 
 When God is silent he is asking you to trust him. 
 Self-acceptance is the beginning of inner peace. 
 When last have you spent time listening to God?  

JOKE OF THE DAY 
 

The parish priest was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to ask the congregation to come 

up with more money than they were expecting for repairs to the local church building. So he was        

annoyed to find the regular organist was sick and a substitute had been brought in at the last minute. 

The substitute wanted to know what to play. “Here’s a copy of the service,” the priest said impatiently. 

“But you’ll have to think of something to play after I make the announcement about the finances.”  

During the service, the parish priest paused and said: “Brothers and sisters, we are in great difficulty. 

The roof repairs will cost twice as much as we anticipated and we need $4000 more. Any of you who 

can pledge $100 or more, please stand up!” At that moment, the substitute organist started playing the 

national anthem. And that is how the substitute became the regular organist. 



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 9.15am  

Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 

9.15am 

Thursday 7.00pm 

(or as advised in  

newsletter & website)  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass                                       

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

First Friday of the month             

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish web site  
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday at 6:20pm 
 

 

 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  

 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

Last weeks donation $3079.61   

   

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 

To you I call; for you will surely heed me, O God; 

turn your ear to me; hear my words. 

Guard me as the apple of your eye; 

in the shadow of your wings protect me.  
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
 

Lord, let your mercy be on us,  

as we place our trust in you. 
 

The word of the Lord is faithful  

and all his works to be trusted.  

The Lord loves justice and right  

and fills the earth with his love. 
 

The Lord looks on those who revere him,  

on those who hope in his love,  

to rescue their souls from death,  

to keep them alive in famine. 
 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord.  

The Lord is our help and our shield.  

May your love be upon us, O Lord,  

as we place all our hope in you. 
 

Lord, let your mercy be on us,  

as we place our trust in you. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Son of Man came to serve 

and to give his life as a ransom for all. 
 

Alleluia! 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
 

Behold, the eyes of the Lord 

are on those who fear him, 

who hope in his merciful love, 

to rescue their souls from death, 

to keep them alive in famine. 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK       
 Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  - Year B 

First reading:          Jeremiah 31: 7-9 

Responsorial Psalm:   Psalm 125 

Second reading:  Hebrews 5: 1-6                                        

Gospel:     Mark 10: 46-52 


