
 Parish Priest  Parish Secretary    
 Fr. John Madden     Michele Agustin-Guarino      

 

Parish Office, 116 Cotham Road, Kew 

P.O. Box 3221, Cotham L.P.O. Kew 3101 

 Office Closed on Mondays   

Office Hours Tuesday to Friday, 8.30am—3pm 

Telephone 9853 6701   Mobile 0431 635 068 (Emergency Only) 

Email: sacred.heart.parish.kew@gmail.com     Website: www.shkew.org.au 

Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
4th Sunday in Advent, Year C, 2018 

23 December 2018 

We are all poor though some do not know it 
Christmas time is a time of great Joy or is it?  It is also a time when people are 
confronted with life’s difficulties, loneliness, isolation, depression, financial 
burdens and family problems.  Likewise, the past can so easily impinge on the 
present.  Family feuds re-ignite, old wounds are laid bare.  Tension and  
arguments explode like a bushfire, just one spark can set things off.  This is  
especially true in blended families where past hurts have never really healed.  
As a Priest I have encountered all these as part of our Christmas story.   
Christmas can bring out the best but also the worst in us.  It is a time when 
people can be most vulnerable.   

Most importantly it is a time of loneliness for many.  Married people can feel the 
isolation of a mundane unexciting relationship despite the beautiful present 
that belies this truth.  As Robin Williams said; “I used to think the worst thing in 
life was to end up alone.  It is not.  The worst thing in life is ending up with  
people that make you feel all alone.”   

So, amid the noise and glitter of Christmas I ask that you think of the people 
around you.  You do not know their story and a smile conveys a multitude.  No 
one is immune from the burdens of life. We are all on this human journey  
together.  This Christmas make a special effort to say hello to the stranger, or 
the person in the Church you do not know though you see regularly.  Go out of 
your way to engage with people.  It might just be the beginning of a new lasting 
friendship.   

Australia can be a lonely country for many.  You and I can make a difference.   

As we approach the birth of Christ may the presence of ‘Immanuel’ 

fill you with joy, happiness and inner peace.  May you experience 

God’s presence in your hearts and in your homes.  May your homes 

be full of laughter and good cheer and may God smile upon you 

and those you love.     Fr. John  



 

Don’t try to be young!  Just open your Mind!  Laugh and giggle like a 

child and enjoy life as only a child can.  Wonder at the beauty of a flower 

and know the imaginings of God.  Life is not a spectator sport.  Be in it 

with all its messiness and chaos—live your life to the full.   
  

There is only two things God is going to ask you when you die: 

 Did you enjoy yourself? 

 What did you learn? 

A Jewish Morning Prayer 

Lord teach me the act of Sacred Living 
 

As I awake let this be my thought; 

May my day be filled with acts of kindness,  

Let me be drawn towards learning and discernment. 

May my actions be shaped by a desire to do good. 
  

Lord, keep me from iniquity, pride and selfishness. 

May I not be overwhelmed by daily burdens.   

Let me cultivate a life of goodness in honour of you, my Lord and God. 
  

Lord teach me to serve you in integrity and truth. 

Guide my thought and actions this day by your Holy Spirit. 

Help me to live a life of compassion and joy. 
 

Lord teach me the act of Sacred Living 

 

Thanks to all parishioners who have donated funds for the Swan Hill appeal.  We raised $6,122.60. 

HOPE PEACE JOY LOVE 



In the parish of St. Anne’s, I knew a family who has 5 children.  Over my many years 

there this family seldom missed Mass.  They attended different Masses depending on 

family and other commitments.  I watched their children mature into young men and 

women.  Their parents saw the practice of the faith as central to their children’s moral 

and spiritual development.  They would say to me “our children go to sports, music  

lessons, swimming and they go to Mass.”  Weekend Mass was a given, just like any 

other activity for the children to attend.  And yet so many Catholic families attend our 

schools but seldom attend Church.  When I ask why I hear every excuse in the book.   
 

Our Cultural Catholics will attend Church at Christmas and Easter, but I just do not  

understand why it is that people feel the need to attend Church at Christmas and East-

er but otherwise stay away.   

People say to me: “ Father, be nice, say nice things at least they are here.”  Why is it 

that some many of us are afraid to confront the truth so we pretend all is well.  How will 

such a limited commitment develop a spiritual life?  It is naive to just accept religious 

political correctness by agreeing with the status quo.  What other opportunity is there to 

challenge those who seldom attend Church?  My role as priest is to ask; Why do you 

choose to stay away?  If I do not ask these questions who will?  
 

My siblings only attend Church at key times, and yet we had the same upbringing, the 

same example of faith passed on to us by our parents.  I became a Priest while they 

are non-practicing.  Why do they choose to stay away?   
 

I am beginning to realise that making time for God and the spiritual in life is primarily a 

life-style choice.  In other words, we make time for what is important to us, sports,  

recreation, hobbies, etc.  We are just too busy to come to Church, we have so many 

other commitments, and yet at the busiest time of the year we can be here.  So we can 

make time when we deem it important.   
 

Christmas is a time when we celebrate God’s total commitment to us.  In what way do 

we truly respond?  What is our commitment to God in return? 
  

 Will you attend Mass next weekend? 

 What is your life-style choice?  To belong or to stay away?   
 

 

Christmas & New Year Mass Times 

Christmas Eve  5.30pm  7.30pm 

Christmas Day  9.30am 

Friday 28th December 2018  9:15AM 

Saturday 29th December 2018  9:15AM  

Sunday 30 December 2018 

9:30AM - Morning tea after Mass 

Evening Mass is at 5PM 

New Years Eve, Monday 31 December 2018  11:30PM Sri Lankan Mass 

New Years Day, Tuesday 1 January 2018  7PM 
 



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Friday 28th  9.15am  

Saturday 29th 9.15am 
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass                                       

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

First Friday of the month             

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish 

web site  
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

Last weeks donation $3,421.00 

NB: This parish needs $3,000.00 per week just to meet our debts and keep afloat.  

We have very little finances in reserve in about 6 months we will be without funds 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, 

And let the clouds reign down the just one; 

Let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour.  
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

Lord, make us turn to you; 

Let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
  

O shepherd of Israel hear us, 

Shine forth from your cherubim throne. 

O Lord, rise up your might, 

O Lord, come to our help. 
  

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 

Look down from heaven and see. 

Visit this vine and protect it, 

The vine your right hand has planted. 
  

May your hand be on the person you have chosen, 

And we shall never forsake you again: 

Give us life that we may call upon your name. 

  

Lord, make us turn to you; 

Let us see your face and we shall be saved.   
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the servant of the Lord: 

May his will for me be done. 
  

Alleluia! 
  

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; 

And his name will be called Immanuel.   

 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK       
The Holy Family Year C 

First reading:          1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 

Responsorial Psalm:   Psalm 83:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 

Second reading:  1 St John 3:1-2,21-24 

Gospel:     Luke 241-52 

I wish to express my gratitude 

for all the gifts, cards and good 

wishes I have receive from so 

many.   

I truly appreciate you care for me as your 

Priest and wish you every blessing for a 

Holy and Happy Christmas.   

     Fr John  

Holiness means living with God. 

God who is a friend and companion 

someone with whom you share your  

everyday life.  Holiness is relationship. 

This relationship impinges on all aspects 

of life giving direction and purpose.   

Holiness is truly life-giving 


