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Radical Generosity 
The worse people act the greater their need for healing.   
 

Gossip is a sin 

While gossip can appear to be just an innocent pastime it is fraught with danger.  

Why is it that people actually enjoy speaking ill of another?  Why do we need to 

criticise and judge, speaking ill about a person behind their back, in order to feel 

better about ourselves?   

We gossip in order to be accepted, to feel one of the crowd or worse to bring a  

person down in order to get what we want.  Gossip is a bit like a bush fire, it  

consumes the good leaving destruction in its trail.  Often the story gets  

exaggerated in the telling and with each telling negativity grows.  We become  

smiling assassins.  
 

My own understanding of negative gossip is that it comes from a place of jealous 

insecurity.  This comes from my reflections on the scriptures. 
 

Jesus in today’s gospel tells the people he comes to bring “Good News.”  He is 

someone who wishes to bring joy and happiness to others; He tells the people to 

change, be happy, forgive yourself, be open to the Spirit.  As Jesus says of himself 

“I came so that you may have life and have it to the full”. Who wouldn't want that?  

Yet in time the people will decide they would rather live with the status quo and 

prefer to gossip about him.  His Good News is challenged his integrity questioned 

and ultimately, he is rejected.   

Sad isn't it that it was good religious people who crucified Jesus.   
 

Do I prefer to gossip or support?   

Am I generous or mean-spirited? 

Do I attack because I do not get what I want?   

Am I the unseen smiling assassin in the crowd? 

Am I a negative or positive influence on others?  
 

Christianity by its very nature ask for Radical Generosity of Spirit.  In other words 

the worse people act the greater their need for healing.  Today Jesus offers us,  

you and I, “Good News”.  Will I set myself free, accept new ways of seeing things, 

help the downtrodden, and be a person of “Good News”.  Will I accept what is  

offered or will I remain the same?   



Is your prayer life self-serving?  
One of the complications with religion is that it offers security but too 

often this can be based on pious prayer rather than a more  

developed understanding of what religion is trying to convey.  Some 

would rather remain in a secure pious closedminded  

spiritual space than one that is more dynamic and transformative.  

In other words there is little opportunity for spiritual growth as one 

remains fixed to a certain type of prayer and spiritual world-view.  

Ultimately there is an unwillingness to be embracive of a deep  

transformative prayer life based on a freedom that a deeper  

spirituality offers.   

While there is a benefit in more traditional forms of prayer there is 

also a rich history of more dynamic forms such as scripture based 

prayer, the psalms, meditation, and spiritual exercises.   
 

My own spirituality is definitely primarily scripture based  

informed by a more academic approach which gives deeper  

insight into the profound meanings of the Word of God.   
 

When last have you changed your way of praying? 

When last have you used scripture as a bases for personal  

prayer? 

When last have you tried to meditate on a word or a phrase from the 

scriptures? 
 

If your prayer life has not changed for some time then you need to 

ask yourself: 

 In what ways does my prayer life challenge me? 

 Is my prayer life fundamentally a comfort zone to alleviate my 

concerns and fears? 

 Does my prayer life support my unwillingness to change? 

 Have I grown spiritually in the last 6 months or just  

maintained the status quo?   

 Is my prayer more navel-gazing and self-serving rather than a 

spiritual exercise?  

 Is my prayer life self-centred or God-centred? 

 

Prayer can be the most rewarding of all activities but it can also be 

the most challenging.  I am told that the most transformative prayer 

is that of the desert prayer i.e., when prayer is dry and difficult.   

Prayer when it gives nothing in return is the most perfect prayer.  

This is when we pray to God just because God is God.   

It is the purest of all forms of prayer.   
 



 Sacramental Programme 2019  
Please refer to our website for all information concerning the Sacraments.  

If you need any further clarification please contact the parish office during 

opening hours.  Sincerely  Fr. John  

Remember the Good Old Days 

A: I have the perfect son.  

B: Does he smoke?  

A: No, he doesn’t.  

B: Does he drink whiskey?  

A: No, he doesn’t.  

B: Does he ever come home late?  

A: No, he doesn’t.  

B: I guess you really do have the  

perfect son. How old is he?  

A: He will be six months old next 

Wednesday.  

Did you hear about the kidnapping 

at school?  

A: It's okay. He woke up.  
 

An old teacher asked her student, "If 

I say, 'I am beautiful,' which tense is 

that?" The student replied,  

"It is obviously past."  
 

It was the first day of school. Harry's 

mother went into his bedroom and 

said, "Come on Harry, get up now. 

You have to go to school today."  

"But I don't want to go to school,"  

replied Harry, "I want to stay in bed. 

Why do I have to go to school"?  

"Because," answered his mother, 

"you're a teacher!"  
 

Your are so stupid you put airbags 

on your computer in case it crashed. 

If you do not believe in change 

then visit a graveyard.  Change 

also occurs there.  

Two guys are walking through a game park and they come across a lion 

that has not eaten for days. The lion starts chasing the two men. They run 

as fast as they can and the one guy starts getting tired and decides to say 

a prayer, "Please turn this lion into a Christian, Lord." He looks to see if 

the lion is still chasing and he sees the lion on its knees. Happy to see his 

prayer answered, he turns around and heads towards the lion. As he 

comes closer to the lion, he hears the it saying a prayer: "Thank you Lord 

for the food I am about to receive."  

If the right side of the brain controls the left side of the body, then lefties 

are the only ones in their right mind.  

You have not lived a perfect day unless you have done something for 

someone who will never be able to repay you.  In the Jewish religion one 

of the most sacred acts of kindness a person can perform is washing 

and preparing a body for burial.  This is because the deceased person 

can never repay this great act of kindness.   



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 7.00pm 

Wednesday—Saturday 9.15am  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass (or by 

private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

First Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish web site  
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Tuesdays 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website for details  
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

O sing a new song to the Lord, 

Sing to the Lord all the earth. 

In his presence are majesty and splendour, 

Strength and honour in his holy place.  
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

Your words, O Lord, are Spirit and life 
  

The law of the Lord is perfect, 

it revives the soul. 

The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, 

it gives wisdom to the simple.   
  

The precepts of the Lord are right, 

they gladden the heart. 

The command of the Lord is clear, 

it gives light to the eyes. 
  

The respect of the Lord is holy, 

abiding forever. 

The decrees of the Lord are truth 

and all of the just. 
 

 May the spoken word of my mouth, 

the thoughts of my heart, 

win favour in your sight, O Lord, 

my rescuer, my rock!   
 

Your words, Lord are Spirit and life 
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor  

and freedom to prisoners 
  

Alleluia! 
  

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

I am the light of the world, says the Lord: 

whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 

but will have the light of life. 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 
4th Sunday in Ordinary time C 

First reading:  

Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19 

Responsorial Psalm: 

Psalm 70:1-6, 15,17. 

Second reading: 

1st Letter of St Paul to the  

Corinthians 12:31-13:13 

Gospel: 

Luke 4:21-30 
Love  

Love demands that we abandon our Ego and  

embrace life is all is complexity;  

To taste the beauty of just being held in the 

arms of another in total vulnerability and trust.   

Love is as simple and as difficult at this.   

Please, spend some time 

in private prayer this week. 

God is eagerly waiting  

and listening! 


