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What does your belonging to this parish look like?   

One concern I have as your Parish Priest is the number of families in the area that are 

what is generally known as ‘Cultural Catholics’.  A cultural catholic has little or no  

contact with the parish but often avails of the school for a ‘Catholic Education’.  Such 

people identify as Catholic but there seems little objective proof to justify such a belief.   

Primarily it is a one-way street based on the assumption coming to weekend Mass is no 

longer necessary or required.  The result is that there is a profound lack of knowledge 

concerning the Sacred Scriptures, Prayer, Theology, the Sacraments and the care of 

one’s soul.  I suppose when it comes to the parish it is a question of membership or 

belonging.   

So which criterion do you fit into: Membership or Belonging? 

The following will help you decide just be honest with yourself.   
  

 In what ways do I contribute to the life of this parish? 

 Am I a practicing member of this or another faith community? 

 How do I support my parish and enrich my faith community? 

 How have I developed my spiritual life during the last six months? 

 To which parish groups do I belong? 

 How healthy is my prayer life? 

 How healthy is my relationship with God?  

  

How does my religious practice shape my decision-making and in what way does this  

challenge me as a practicing Catholic?   

Am I just a member or do I truly belong?   

The decision as always is yours. 



Our Sense of Emptiness is a Spiritual Invitation to Wholeness  
One of the great gifts of priesthood is that it requires a deep commitment to the Sacred.  It 

forces me to confront life in all its ambiguity and to continually evaluate myself.  It requires 

the discipline of truth and discernment and a willingness to explore the deeper aspects of 

myself.  While this can be painful and deeply confronting it is also life-giving and  

transformative.  A spiritual way of life is not easy and not for the faint hearted but the  

benefits are truly amazing.   

  

In my experience I find most people are needy.  Why is it that people have become so  

angry, so demanding, so intolerant?  Why is it that many resent being challenged and are 

unwilling or unable to grow as people?  Why is it, when we have so much, there is so much 

negativity, gossip, despair and a rejection of the good?  Why is this?    

  

I believe consumerism is mostly responsible.  Consumerism has created a spiritual void in 

our modern society.  We spend our lives trying to fill this spiritual void with work, money, 

possessions, prestige, power, or even material objects.  We must look youthful, so we get 

the botox, the face-lift, the body augmentation.   

This approach is not surprising considering we live in a culture which survives on  

consumerism.  Yes, I meet so many unsatisfied people who argue about things that are  

utterly unimportant, as brilliant people create sophisticated advertisements to convey to 

us that if we only have this car or this holiday or this house then we will feel happy and  

fulfilled.  Our experience tells us otherwise, but we literally buy into the lie time and time 

again.  The fact is our desires will never be satisfied no matter how much we accumulate.   

  

Spirituality takes us on a different path—the road less travelled.  It is about spending time 

seeking inner truths.  It is about making time for God and for yourself.  It offers the ability 

to be truly yourself setting you free from your Ego and removing the lack in one’s life.  It 

creates an inner peace that the world cannot know, and which consumerism replaces with 

isolation and unhappiness.  The paradox is that by focusing on getting and accumulating 

we remain forever empty. 

  

My experience tells me that if you come faithfully to Mass weekly for six months and have 

20 minutes private prayer each day your life will be transformed in ways you cannot yet 

comprehend.  Try a spiritual way of life; it is truly life-altering.   

  

Commit yourself to a Spiritual way of life—Make room for the sacred—Care for your soul  

As always, the choice is yours.  The lie consumerism offers or the Truth.   

Which will you choose?  



Sacramental Programme 2019  
As you know the preparation of all Sacraments is now primarily parish 

based rather than school based as is the case with most parishes in  

Melbourne.  This is because the ‘Sacramental’ and Spiritual Life of a child is 

not the responsibility of the school but the parents as first educators in faith.   

Please refer to our website for all information concerning the Sacraments. 
  

Since the Sacraments are now parish based there is a fee of $150 per  

Sacrament to offset administration costs, adult education and any other 

support you might require.  This is a matter of justice as it is unfair to  

expect the wider parish community to pay for this sacramental programme.   
  

While some may object to this fee the fact remains that this is the  

equivalent of one night’s entertainment or $3.00 per week.  I do not believe 

this would overburden any family residing in the Kew area.  However if you 

are having financial stress please make an appointment to meet with the 

parish priest as we have no wish to overburden anyone.   
  

NB: There is no cost for the Sacrament itself as it is a Sacred Act.   
  

If you need any further clarification, please contact the parish office during 

opening hours.  Sincerely  Fr. John  

What time did I give to God this week? 

A married couple, Harry and Esther, are out 

shopping one morning when Esther says, 

"Darling, it's my mother's birthday tomorrow. 

What shall we buy for her? She said she would 

like something electric." Harry replies, "How 

about a chair?"  

 

Son: "Dad, there is someone at the door to col-

lect donations for a community swimming 

pool."  

Father: "Okay, give him a glass of water."  

 

A sandwich walks into a bar. The barman says: 

"Sorry, we don't serve food in here."  

 



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 7.00pm 

Wednesday—Saturday 9.15am  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass (or by pri-

vate appointment) 
 

Exposition  

First Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish web site  
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Tuesdays 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website for details  
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

Save us, O Lord our God! 

And gather us from the nations, 

To give thanks to your hold name, 

And make it our joy to praise you  
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

I will sing of your salvation 
  

In you, O Lord I take refuge; 

let me never be put to shame. 

In your justice rescue me, free me: 

pay heed to me and save me.   
  

Be a rock where I take refuge, 

A mighty stronghold to save me; 

for you are my rock, my stronghold. 

Free me from the hands of the wicked. 
  

It is you, O Lord, who are my hope, 

My trust, O Lord, since my youth. 

On you I have leaned from my birth, 

From my mother’s womb you have been my help.   
 

 My lips will tell of your justice 

And day by day your help. 

O god, you have thought me from my youth  

And I proclaim your wonders still.   
 

I will sing of your salvation 
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor  

and freedom to prisoners 
  

Alleluia! 
  

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

Blessed are the poor in spirit,  

for theirs in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall possess the land. 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 
5th Sunday in Ordinary time C 

First reading:  

Isaiah 6:1-8 

Responsorial Psalm: 

Psalm 137: 1-5, 7-8 

Second reading: 

1st Letter of St Paul to the  

Corinthians 15:1-11 

Gospel: 

Luke 5:1-11 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the 

Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep 

of our Parish.  Last weeks collection was $$1,985.   

The parish requires $3,000.00 per week just to meet our ongoing costs.   


