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Surprise Birthday Party 
I wish to thank you for the wonderful celebration you prepared for me 

on Saturday last to celebrate my birthday.  I am still wondering how 

you kept this a secret from me because as you know a priest knows 

everything or so I thought!   

I never had a surprise party before, so it was a double first for me.  It is 

a memory I will treasure for years to come.  Most importantly it allowed me to see 

how much you have welcomed me into your hearts over the last year.  This is a first for 

me as I have often accused you of being too reserved.  I am afraid I must eat humble 

pie and admit I was wrong.  From now on I will have to keep an even closer eye on you 

and Michele in particular.   

Seriously though I wish to thank you for your generosity and thoughtfulness.  Thanks 

you one and all for your many gifts and I will use your financial contributions towards a 

holiday later in the year.   

I now feel that my transition to Sacred Heart Parish is complete and I look forward to 

celebrating many other happy occasions with you.   

Sincerely   

Fr John   



As a Priest my first duty is to the Sacred.  My role is to protect all that is Holy and 

to try to lead people in faith.  It is my duty to offer people a mature  

understanding of our beliefs and to express the Word of God in ways that are  

applicable to daily life.   

Priesthood is a difficult vocation and many of us priests, like you, are bruised by 

the sins of the Church.  Most priests now live alone where in the past there were 

others living in the presbytery so there was constant support and a  

sharing of burdens as well as joys.  It was truly wonderful to have Fr. Stephen 

here for a few weeks as he was a great sounding board for me.   

Now, we priests are on our own and the only support we get is from  

parishioners.  Today priests need the prayers and support of their parishioners 

like never before, because in truth there is no one else.   

We remain isolated from corporate head office and our legal and financial  

responsibilities force us into a middle management position.   

At the same time our Church is haemorrhaging from apathy.  How do we turn 

things around?  How do we engage with people who choose to ignore our  

invitation to belong?   

My role as your Priest is to try to stem this haemorrhaging by challenging and  

inviting people to be part of this great Church of ours.  This is my sacred duty as 

Priest of God the Most High.  I need your prayers and support to guide and  

direct me in this sacred duty.  Priests working in isolation can no longer carry this 

burden on their own.   

There is a Jewish teaching story about a spiritual leader who 

was praying in the market square.  As he prayed, he noticed that 

there were beggars in the square who needed help.  Next, he  

noticed a person suffering from a mental illness arguing with 

someone who wasn’t there.  Next, he saw a woman with five  

children who was obviously struggling with the pressures of  

everyday life.  As he watched he began to understand that  

suffering humanity is without a voice.  In desperation he cried 

to God; “Great God, how is it that a loving creator can see such 

things and yet do nothing about them?”  Then, out of a long  

silence, came the voice of God in reply, “I did do something I 

made you.” 



We all have reasons why we hold back from giving.  Perhaps we tried in the past and 

were unsuccessful.  Perhaps we got into trouble for giving our toys away as a child.  

Maybe because we got burnt out by the volunteer position we took on.  Maybe we are 

angry because we haven't gotten what we think we deserve in life, so we resent the 

thought of anyone getting something for nothing.  Perhaps we are so busy we can’t 

even see our own needs, much less anyone else’s.  We can also hold on to certain  

self-protecting ideas.  “it is a dog eat dog world,” because we are covering up some 

deep hurt we experienced which keeps us from reaching out.  Often it is a response to 

insecurities we might have.  These reasons deserve some examination, because they 

are the bricks in the dam that are holding back the flow of giving in your life.  This has 

the result of limiting the joy that giving can bring.  In my own personal experience  

giving has always brought blessings into my life.  It gives me a sense of wellbeing and 

lifts up my soul.  I once heard a radio programme which stated if you buy something 

for yourself you get an average of ten minutes pleasure.  If you help someone or give 

to the poor that sense of good will lasts for an average of three to four hours or longer 

depending on the circumstances.  It is in giving that we receive.   

 Why are frogs always so happy? They eat what ever bugs them. 

 Three nuns walk into a bar, the fourth one ducked.  

 What happens to a frog's car when it breaks down?  It gets toad away.  

 I decided to make my password "incorrect" because if I type it in wrong, my  

computer will remind me, "Your password is incorrect."  

 A mother tells her little boy, "Johnny, you mustn't eat too many lollies or I'll 

hide the lolly jar." Johnny asks, "Why?" His mother says, "Because something 

bad will happen! Your tummy will blow up big like a balloon and then pop!" 

The next day at church, the boy is sitting next to a pregnant woman. He points 

to her belly smiling and says, "I know what you've been doing!" 

The Gift of Generosity connects us to abundance. 
Consider the abundance of the natural world: beauty, protection, trees, 

flowers, animals, fish, insects and the sun moon and stars, all share in 

the gift of abundance.   

Be generous with what you have—God has been generous to you.   



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 7.00pm 

Wednesday—Saturday 9.15am  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass (or by private 

appointment) 
 

Exposition  

First Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish web site  
 

2019 Sacramental Programme 

See our website for details 

https://shkew.org.au/ 

 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Tuesdays 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website for details  
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

By my protector, O God, 

A mighty stronghold to save me. 

For you are my rock, my stronghold! 

Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name.   
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

Happy are they who hope in the Lord 
  

Happy indeed is the person who follows not 

The council of the wicked; 

nor lingers in the way of sinners  

nor sits in the company of scorners, 

but who delight is the law of the Lord.   
  

That person is like a tree that is planted 

beside the flowing waters, 

that yields its harvest in due season 

and whose leaves shall never fade; 

and all he does will prosper. 
  

Not so are the wicked, not so! 

For they like winnowed chaff 

shall be driven away like the wind. 

For the Lord guards the way of the just 

but the way of the wicked leads to doom.  
  

Happy are they who hope in the Lord. 
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Rejoice and be glad; 

Your reward will be great in heaven. 
  

Alleluia! 
  

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

They ate and had their fill, 

and what they craved the Lord gave them; 

they were not disappointed in what they craved.   

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 

7th Sunday in Ordinary time C 

First reading:                          Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23 

Responsorial Psalm:             Psalm 102: 1-4, 8, 10, 12-13 

Second reading:                    1st Letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 15:45-49 

Gospel:                                    Luke 6:27-38 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$3,444.15 Donations last weekend, thank you. 

 

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

World Day of Prayer 

Friday 1 March 2019, at 10:30am 

St Paul’s Anglican Church 

63 Windella Avenue (cnr Hale St) Kew East 


