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Think of someone you don’t particularly like but whom you see every day.  Don’t choose 

someone you have done something awful to; just choose someone who annoys you and 

gets under your skin for no apparent reason.  It might be the way he/she laughs or plays 

up to the boss.  It might be the way that person is always helpful or too reassured, or 

how their desk is always tidy.  It might be the way they drink their coffee.  For whatever 

reason you just do not like this person.  Why is it that such people come into our lives 

and how might we respond?  My previous Spiritual Director would always tell me that 

here is an opportunity to learn something about myself.  As usual he was right though I 

would not want to hear it.   

People we don’t like can teach us so much.  We might see in a person whom we just 

don’t like the lack we might not see or like in ourselves.  Then again it might be an  

opportunity to learn patience.  So too such people can reveal to us our own  

insecurities or intolerance.  This is not an easy truth to accept—but the truth can set us 

free.   

When we get stuck in the trap of disliking someone how can we escape? 

I am told the best way is to change your approach since the only person you can truly 

change is yourself.  Try to focus on the good as each of us have some good qualities.  We 

are called to move beyond the blinkered negative self-fulfilling rejection of  

someone whom we really might not even know.  This is difficult but change often is; as 

my previous Spiritual Director used to say to me; “the problem is yours not theirs”.   

Thought of the Week  
Hundreds of candles can be lit from a single candle, and the life of 

the candle will not be shortened.   

Happiness never decreased by being shared.  

Be Happy !   Smile!  Laugh !   



As a Priest my first duty is to the Sacred.  My role is to protect all that is Holy and 

to try to lead people in faith.  It is my duty to offer people a mature  

understanding of our beliefs and to express the Word of God in ways that are  

applicable to daily life.   

Priesthood is a difficult vocation and many of us priests, like you, are bruised by 

the sins of the Church.  Most priests now live alone where in the past there were 

others living in the presbytery so there was constant support and a  

sharing of burdens as well as joys.  It was truly wonderful to have Fr. Stephen 

here for a few weeks as he was a great sounding board for me.   

Now, we priests are on our own and the only support we get is from  

parishioners.  Today priests need the prayers and support of their parishioners 

like never before, because in truth there is no one else.   

We remain isolated from corporate head office and our legal and financial  

responsibilities force us into a middle management position.   

At the same time our Church is haemorrhaging from apathy.  How do we turn 

things around?  How do we engage with people who choose to ignore our  

invitation to belong?   

My role as your Priest is to try to stem this haemorrhaging by challenging and  

inviting people to be part of this great Church of ours.  This is my sacred duty as 

Priest of God the Most High.  I need your prayers and support to guide and  

direct me in this sacred duty.  Priests working in isolation can no longer carry this 

burden on their own.   

St Patrick's Parish Celebration  

When: Sunday 17th March, after 9:30AM Mass, about 10:15AM 

Venue: Sacred Heart Parish Hall 

Dress code: Something green 

What to bring: Your favourite dish to share, favourite (Irish) drinks to 

share.   

As a nation the Irish are the best party-animals in the 

world and any excuse for fun and laughter is accepted.  

They don’t even need a reason.  So, it’s party time again 

and an opportunity to become Irish.  As your Irish  

ambassador I will make you honorary citizens of the  

Emerald Isle so all Chinese, Vietnamese, Japanese, Asians, Anglo Indians, 

Malaysian, African and Sri-Lankan etc. will be Irish just for one day.   
 

Priests must Protect the Sacred  



Looking for Love  
1. Male, 1932, high mileage, good condition, some hair, many new parts  

including hip, knee, cornea, valves. Not in running condition but walks well. 
2. Recent widow who has just buried fourth husband looking for someone to 

round out a six-unit plot. Dizziness, fainting, shortness of breath not a  
problem. 

3. Active grandmother with original teeth seeking a dedicated flosser to share 
rare steaks, corn on the cob, and caramel candy. 

4. Man looking for love, one eye, one leg and one long-term previous owner.  Tends 
to go around in circles and have problem balancing at times.   

Parish Working Bee: 

Saturday 13 April, 11-2:00 PM (Church & Grounds, Easter Decorations) 

Saturday 22 June, 11-2:00PM (Church & Grounds) 

Saturday 7 September, 11-2:00PM (Church & Grounds) 

Saturday 30 November, 11-2:00PM (Church & Ground,  

Christmas Decorations) 

Please place these dates in your diary even if you can only 

come for one hour.  All are welcome as many hands make 

light labour.   

 I'm really starting to hate these stupid little Russian Dolls.  They're so full of 
themselves.  

 Why did the picture go to jail?  Because he was framed! 
 What did the red light say to the green light?  Don't look, I'm changing! 
 How does Moses make his tea?  Hebrews it! 
 I sold my vacuum the other day all it was doing was collecting dust! 
 There are 3 types of people in this world: Those that are good at Math and 

those that are not. 
 A computer once beat me at chess, but it was no match for me at  

kickboxing. 
 If you want to find out who loves you more, stick your wife/husband and 

dog in the trunk of your car for an hour.  Which one is happier to see you?   

A true hero is the one who conquers his/her own anger.  Learn that you are not at 

the service of your emotions.  They need not control your behaviour.  The wisdom is 

to use emotions for your own benefit and the benefit of others.  Do not let gossip, 

anger or resentment control you.  As always the choice is yours.   

https://www.goodbadjokes.com/jokes/im-really-starting-to-hate-these-stupid-little-russian-dolls-theyre-so
https://www.goodbadjokes.com/jokes/im-really-starting-to-hate-these-stupid-little-russian-dolls-theyre-so
https://www.goodbadjokes.com/jokes/why-did-the-picture-go-to-jail
https://www.goodbadjokes.com/jokes/why-did-the-picture-go-to-jail
https://www.goodbadjokes.com/jokes/what-did-the-red-light-say-to-the-green-light
https://www.goodbadjokes.com/jokes/what-did-the-red-light-say-to-the-green-light
https://www.goodbadjokes.com/jokes/how-does-moses-make-his-tea
https://www.goodbadjokes.com/jokes/how-does-moses-make-his-tea


MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 7.00pm 

Wednesday—Saturday 9.15am  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass (or by 

private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

First Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish web site  
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Tuesdays 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website for details  
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

O Lord, I trust in your merciful love. 

My heart will rejoice in your salvation.   

I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful to me. 
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

The Lord is Kind and Merciful 
  

My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 

all my being bless his holy name. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

and never forget all his blessings.  
  

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 

who heals every one of your ills, 

who redeems your life from the grave, 

who crowns you with love and compassion. 
  

The Lord is compassion and love, 

slow to anger and rich in mercy, 

he does not treat us according to our sins 

nor repay us according to our faults. 
  

As far as the east is from the west  

so far does he remove our sins. 

As a father has compassion on his children, 

so the Lord has compassion on those who respect him. 

  

The Lord is Kind and Merciful 
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I give you a new commandment: 

Love one another as I have loved you. 

 Alleluia! 
  

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
 I will recount all your wonders, 

I will rejoice in you and be glad, 

And sing psalms to your name, O Most High.   

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 

8th Sunday in Ordinary time C 

First reading:  

Ecclesiasticus: 27:4-7 

Responsorial Psalm: 

Psalm 91:2-3, 13-16. 

Second reading: 

1st Letter of St Paul to the  

Corinthians 15:54-58 

Gospel: 

Luke 6:39-45 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdio-

cese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our 

Parish. 

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

 We are having problems with CDF so we do not yet know the amount collected this week 

Many thanks for all the positive e-mails, cards and phone calls I 

have received.  I will continue to challenge families to belong to 

our parish by attend weekend Mass regularly. Your  

support is incredible and deeply appreciated.  Fr. John  


