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As you know, I have a personal interest in the 1
st
 Testament or Old Testament as it often called.  In 

some ways, it is more challenging than the New Testament given the historical, political, cultural 

and religious backgrounds that need to be examined in order to give an accurate account of events 

so we can reinterpret their meaning for our lives today.   

This Lent, I am offering a three-session lecture on the Decalogue, or 10 Commandments in order to 

explore the meaning behind the text.  I will be examining them from a Jewish cultural, historical 

background.  Each session will last for 1.5 hours.  We will also try to discern the meaning of each of 

the commandment and how these might apply to our everyday lives.  If time permits, we might also 

explore the Beatitudes as the Commandments of the New Testament.  It is important that anyone 

interested will attend all three sessions as each will build on the previous.  You will need to bring a 

bible (NJB or NRSV Catholic editions).  Some bibles will be provided.   

 

Evening Session are: 

Session 1: Tuesday 12 March 2019, 7:45 to 9:15 PM, 

Session 2: Tuesday 19 March 2019, 7:45 to 9:15 PM 

Session 3: Tuesday 26 March 2019. 7:45 to 9:15 PM 

 

Morning Sessions are: 

Session 1: Wednesday 13 March 2019, 10:30 to 12 PM 

Session 2: Wednesday 20 March 2019, 10:30 to 12 PM 

Session 3: Wednesday 27 March 2019. 10:30 to 12 PM 

The Jewish symbol for life 



Celibacy, Authority Hierarchy & Change  
Celibacy may or may not have some connection to sexual abuse, but  

fundamentally it can attract those who may wish to hide such tendencies.   

Likewise, someone with this orientation may be under the misconception that 

giving his life to God will somehow keep his inclinations under control.  In this 

context, celibacy can be identified as part of the problem the Church now must 

address.  Celibacy is only one of the factors to be considered.  There is the 

basic fact that paedophilia is a psychiatric disorder.   
  

Celibacy is a Church law not a Divine law so why is it insisted upon by those in 

authority?  After all, we had married priests for the first 1,200 years of Church 

history.  We have married Catholic priests in the Archdiocese of Melbourne at 

present.  NB: I am not including the issue of celibacy on the many religious  

orders that make up the Catholic Church for obvious reasons.   

In the past, most parish priests lived with one or more assistant priests so there 

was a lot of support and meals were prepared and household chores were done 

by the housekeeper.  This is not the case today.  On our own, we are vulnerable 

and often isolated from human contact.   
 

If a priest were married, he would have someone with whom he could share his 

life.  This would enable his wife to offer support and guidance.  Marriage would 

hopefully offer stability and comfort and I believe would enhance priesthood for 

many.    

So, what is the problem?  I have pondered this for some time and have come to 

the following conclusions.   
  

Firstly, the financial renumeration of priests would need to be addressed. 

If a priest were to marry, he would need to receive an appropriate wage in line 

with his qualifications and not just a stipend.  At present, priests work as  

pastoral and religious leaders, legal entities of schools and parishes, caretakers, 

night-watch-men, sacramental celebrants etc. We have little renumeration with 

no superannuation, and no long service leave.  In fact, all priests are  

self-employed hence the archdiocese is not legally or financially responsible.  If 

we wish to leave the priesthood, we have to be financially self-sufficient.   
 

Secondly, marriage would undermine the role of hierarchical authority.   

At present, we have a model where the priest is subject to the Archbishop  

regarding his appointment etc.  If a priest were to be married, his wife and family 

would have a significant say in any decision.  Archbishops would not be able to 

move priests around as easily or subject a priest to blind obedience.   

Accommodation would be another factor as presbyteries would have to be  

modified or priests live off site.   
 

So, in my humble opinion, celibacy is fundamentally not a question regarding 

marriage but one of authority and obedience.  As priests get older, our options 

diminish given our dependency on the Church.  Our minimum retirement age is 

75 years of age and many stay on in public ministry.  Retirement is a lonely  

alternative given we have no family and have lived a life of clerical service.  We 

know nothing else.  So, I am left with the question: Is celibacy about liberty or 

maintain an influence on clergy?  In our present model, maybe it is both.   



Parish Working Bee: 

Saturday 13 April, 11-2:00 PM (Church & Grounds, Easter Decorations) 

Saturday 22 June, 11-2:00PM (Church & Grounds) 

Saturday 7 September, 11-2:00PM (Church & Grounds) 

Saturday 30 November, 11-2:00PM (Church & Ground,  

Christmas Decorations) 

Please place these dates in your diary even if you can only come for one hour.  

All are welcome as many hands make light labour.   
 

St Patrick's Parish Celebration  

When: Sunday 17th March, after 9:30AM Mass, about 10:15AM 

Venue: Sacred Heart Parish Hall 

Dress code: Something green 

What to bring: Your favourite dish to share, favourite (Irish) drinks to 

share.   

As a nation the Irish are the best party-animals in the world and any excuse 

for fun and laughter is accepted.  They don’t even need a reason.  So, it’s 

party time again and an opportunity to become Irish.  As your Irish  

ambassador I will make you honorary citizens of the  

Emerald Isle so all Chinese, Vietnamese, Japanese, Asians, Anglo Indians, 

Malaysian, African and Sri-Lankan etc. will be Irish just for one day.   

Continued from page 2 

The option for married priest would pave the way for change.  I believe it 

would change the way authority is exercised.  There would be more  

accountability and a healthier understanding of power as service within the 

institution itself.  At present, priests are ‘advisors’ to the hierarchy with no real 

power to influence decision making.  All authority rests with the hierarchy and 

this approach can stifle change while isolating those in authority.   
 

This week’s guilty verdict concerning Cardinal George Pell has caused me to 

question once again some of my concerns regarding authority and  

responsibility within the Catholic Church.  Is there a better way which is more 

inclusive and reflective of modern leadership and accountability?  In my  

opinion celibacy is one of the key factors regarding structural authority and 

change within the Church today.   
 

 



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 7.00pm 

Wednesday—Saturday 9.15am  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass (or by pri-

vate appointment) 
 

Exposition  

NB: This Friday  

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish website  
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Tuesdays 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website for details  
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

The Lord became my protector’ 

He brought me out of a place of freedom; 

he saved me because he delighted in me. 
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 
  

It is good to give thank to the Lord 

to make music to your name, O Most High, 

to proclaim your love in the morning 

and your truth in the watches of the night.   
  

The just will flourish like a psalm tree 

and grow like a Lebanon cedar 
  

Planted in the house of the Lord 

they will flourish in the courts of our God, 

still bearing sap when they are old, 

still full of sap, still green, 

to proclaim that the Lord is just, 

in him, my rock, there is no wrong. 
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Shine on the world like bright stars; 

You are offering it to the world 

 Alleluia! 
  

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
 I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me, 

we beseech your mercy, Lord, 

that by this same Sacrament  

which you have fed us in the present age, 

you may make us partakers of life eternal. 

Through Christ our Lord.     

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 

1st week of Lent: Year C 

First reading:  

Deuteronomy 26:4-10 

Responsorial Psalm: 

Psalm 90:1-2, 10-15. 

Second reading: 

1st Letter of St Paul  

to the Romans 10:8-13 

Gospel: 

Luke 4:1-13 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the 

Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection $1,839.45 this money is used to pay for the running of and the 

upkeep of our Parish. 

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

 We are having problems with CDF do can not print amount collected this week 

How to avoid stress at work.  Don’t go to work. 
Jehovah's Witness doesn’t celebrate Halloween because they don’t 
like random people knocking on their doors. 
I went to a psychic the other day and asker her if I was going to go 
to jail in the future….. She said no so I robbed her. 
Did they name the stuff you get at the beach is called ‘sand’  
because it’s between the sea and the land? 


