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Invisibility 
I remember talking to a good friend of mine some time ago and she made the 
following statement “Once you reach 50 years of age you become invisible.”  
In our conversation, she maintained that the beauty and flush of youth had 
gone, her children were making their own lives, her marriage was typical and 
her life was ordinary.  She is a very contented person and was not being  
negative. She was just reviewing life as she saw it.  Her most interesting  
observation was that she felt ‘invisible’.  She maintained that people over 
fifty all look the same.  In other words, we are just like everyone else walking 
down the street.  I think it was the ‘sameness’ of life that was her main point.  
What truly makes you and I different?  What inspires and motivates us?  Is 
our sameness destructive and in what way does life pass us by?   
Once again, Lent is a time to reflect to confront the shadow side of life.  This 
person wanted more to life—a new way of living; a new vision; a new vitality.  
She had recognised her sense of invisibility and was seeking ways of  
embracing life’s passion for life itself.  While this can be a difficult task it is 
one we must all embrace from time to time.  If not we can become, or worse 
still, remain invisible.  As always the choice is yours.   



By PAUL COLLINS.     Posted on 2 January 2019  

https://johnmenadue.com/paul-collins-the-best-of-2018-the-real-crisis-of-australian-catholicism/ 

The Best of 2018: The Real Crisis of Australian Catholicism. 

Despite the abuse crisis, Catholicism is still enormously influential in Australia. In the 
2016 census, 22.6% of the population (totalling 5,291,834 people) self-reported as 
Catholic. The church employs more than 230,000 people, making it the biggest  
private employer in the country, bigger than Wesfarmers and bigger than all the 
banks put together. 
 

It is a major player in the educational, health, aged care and social service sectors. 
Since the 1830s and for much of our history, it was Catholicism and the other  
churches that provided the lion’s share of all these services. Government aid and  
participation was virtually non-existent. 
 

Nowadays the Catholic Church maintains some fifty-two welfare organizations across 
a range of service provisions: homelessness, refugees, drug, alcohol, gambling, family 
violence, foster care, disability, counselling, overseas aid and employment. In 2016 
the Saint Vincent de Paul Society had 20,736 members and 41,152 volunteers,  
making it the largest charity in the country providing an enormous range of services. 
Catholic schools educate some 765,000 students in 1731 primary and secondary 
schools, or 20.2% of all enrolments. It provides almost a quarter of health and aged 
care. 
 

The striking thing about all this is that church and state work closely  
together in the provision of services across all these sectors, with the  
government providing about seventy percent of funding for all the church’s  
ministries, except parishes and dioceses. This relationship is unique, with no real  
parallel anywhere in the world. 
Catholics attended Mass on a weekly basis, affiliation has been steadily decreasing 
since the late-1960s, so that the 2016 figures show only about nine to ten percent of 
Catholics attend Mass regularly.  
 

Recently the Australian Book Review granted me a RAFT Fellowship (Religious Ad-
vancement Foundation Trust) to undertake a comprehensive survey of the church’s 
ministry and its relationship with government funding. It is entitled God and Caesar 
in Australia and it expands on many of the issues mentioned here. 
 

This extract is only a section of Paul’s reflections and focuses on the good our  
Catholic Church does.  It is inspiring to see that there is so much goodness in our 
Church.  Maybe it is time for you and I to remember all the good, we, the Church, do 
in society.  Sometimes we cannot see the wood for the trees.   
 

I for one am a grateful Catholic —the Church has given me my faith, my values, my 
education, and so much more.  This is to be celebrated—Let us once again hold our 
heads up high, we have no need to be ashamed!  Yes, the hierarchy will learn from 
their mistakes as they must.  Maybe it is time to celebrate who we are and what we 
have achieved.  “I for one am a grateful proud Catholic.”   
 

https://johnmenadue.com/paul-collins-the-best-of-2018-the-real-crisis-of-australian-catholicism/
https://johnmenadue.com/paul-collins-the-best-of-2018-the-real-crisis-of-australian-catholicism/


Parish Working Bee: 

Saturday 13 April, 11-2:00 PM (Church & Grounds, Easter  

Decorations) 

Please place these dates in your diary even if you can only come  

for one hour.  All are welcome as many hands make light labour.   
 

The Irish can laugh at themselves—keep smiling  
An Irishman and an American were sitting in the bar at Dublin airport. 
“I’ve come to meet my brother,” said the Irishman. “He’s due to fly in from America in an 
hour’s time. It’s his first trip home in forty years”. 
“Will you be able to recognize him?” asked the American. 
“I’m sure I won’t,” said the Irishman. “After all, he’s been away for a long time”. 
“I wonder if he’ll recognise you?” said the American. 
“Of course he will,” said the Irishman. “Sure, why wouldn't he I haven’t been away at all!” 
 
Did you hear about the Irish water polo team?  All their horses drowned. 

Which of the following speaks to you most?  What is the message for your life?   
 

 Nobody can hurt you without your permission. 

 If you want to change the world start with yourself. 

 People dislike themselves but then take their dislike of self out on others. 

 The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself. 

 Change yourself don’t try to change anyone else that is their responsibility not yours. 

 Celebrate your mistakes; they are your greatest teachers. 

 Live each day—remember one day you will die. 

 God has no religion. 

 To believe in God and not to live his truths is to be dishonest.   

 God is a verb not a noun.   

 The greatness of a nation is seen in its moral progress.   

The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver will hold their Annual Mission Concert 
on Sunday 31 March  at the St Peter Claver Hall, 154 Cotham Road Kew  
commencing at 2 pm. 
Admission is free - a collection for the missions will be taken during the Concert  



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 7.00pm 

Wednesday—Saturday 9.15am  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish  

website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Tuesdays 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  

 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website for details  
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

Of you my heart has spoken, seek his face. 

It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; 

Hide not your face from me. 
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
  

The Lord is my light and my help; 

whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life  

before whom shall I shrink? 

O Lord, hear my voice when I call; 

have mercy and answer. 

Of you my heart has spoken: 

‘Seek his face.’ 

It is you face, O Lord, that I seek; 

hide not your face. 

Dismiss not your servant in anger; 

you have been my help. 

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness 

in the land of the living. 

Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 

Hope in the Lord! 
  

  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: 

this is my beloved Son, hear him. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
  

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
 

 This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; 

listen to him. 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 

3rd week of Lent:  Year C 

First Reading:   Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 102:1-4, 6-8, 11 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians: 10: 1-6, 10-12 

Gospel:   Luke 13:1-9 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$3,128.35 donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

2019 ASTER VIGIL 
 

 

Mass of the Lord's Supper, Holy Thursday,  

Thursday 18 April 2019 7:30PM. 

Everyone is invited to have their feet washed. 
 

 

 

Good Friday, Station of the Cross, Friday 19 April 

2019 11AM. 
 

 

 

 

Passion  of the Lord, Friday 19 April 2019 3PM. 
 

 

 
 

Easter Vigil, Saturday 20 April 2019 8PM. 
 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday 21 April 2019 9:30AM & 11AM. 

EVENING MASS.  


