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Atheism—A Truly Courageous Way to Live 
 

Imagine what it must be like not to believe in God.  Meaning would be reduced to the here 

and now with no hope of an afterlife.  Morality based on a humanistic philosophy would be 

subjective at best and universal norms subject to the winds of time.  Our lives would 

amount to a blink in eternity and nothing more.  Such a belief holds that we are no more 

than the universe reflecting upon itself.  In time, we would become nothingness.   

Personally speaking, I find a true atheist to be the most courageous of people.   
  

So often I am asked why doesn’t God reveal himself/herself, just once; so the question of 

God’s existence can be resolved once and for all.  God will not fully reveal himself/herself 

because to do so would undermine human freedom.  The freedom to choose renders  

worship a true expression of faith.  The fact is that knowing and believing are two very  

different things.  I believe in God because I have faith (St. Paul).  Knowing God exists 

would alter my intrinsic freedom.  God stays hidden so I can remain free; either to choose 

or reject him.   
  

It is also a fact that we cannot prove that God does not exist.  So, in truth, atheism is a faith 

just as theism is a faith.  Personally I would rather have faith in God that faith in  

nothingness.  Is belief in God therefore ‘the opium of a supressed people’ - i.e., escapism? 

This is truly our existential quest.  Does God exist or does God not exist?  The choice is 

ours but we must ruminate that belief is a verb, not a noun.  If we truly believe we are to 

act accordingly.  That choice as always is ours.   
  

This is why our creed begins with the words “I Believe”  



2019 EASTER VIGIL 
 

 

Thursday 18 April 2019 7:30PM - Mass of the Lord's Supper, Holy Thursday.  

Everyone is invited to have their feet washed. 
 

 

 

Friday 19 April 2019 11AM - Good Friday, Station of the Cross. 
 

 

 
 

Friday 19 April 2019 3PM - Passion of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

Saturday 20 April 2019 8PM - Easter Vigil. Bring along food and drink to 

share. 

If anyone has some old sheets or drop sheets can you please bring them into the 

church as we will need them to cover the statues during our Easter Tridium. 

Parish Working Bee: 

Saturday 13 April, 11-2:00 PM (Church & Grounds, Easter Decorations) 

Please place this date in your diary even if you can only come for one 

hour.  All are welcome as many hands make light labour.   

On Friday 12 the 9.15am Mass will be a healing Mass for all the sick and elderly of 

the parish.  Anointing of the sick and elderly will take place during the Mass.   

Easter Celebrations  
Easter is just around the corner and, as you know, it our busiest time of the year.  So to 

make our celebrations as prayerful and a meaningful as possible, we need your help.  

Rosters sheets are in the church foyer come along and be involved with our parish  

celebration. 

On Holy Thursday, we need a co-ordinator for the washing of the feet and helpers to  

assist all our parishioners to have the opportunity to have their feet washed.  Buckets, 

towels, wash basins, and hot water are required.  We will need 8-10 volunteers for this.  

We also need volunteers to proclaim the Word of God and also to help in  

creating the altar of repose etc.   

For Good Friday, we will need people to help with the readings and collection for the 

Holy Places.  We will need volunteers to assist with the veneration of the Cross and the 

distribution of communion.   

The Easter Vigil Mass is the most important Mass of our liturgical year.  We will need to 

set up our outside fire, eight proclaimers of the Word; one for each reading, help with 

music, collections etc.  We invite all to drinks and food afterward so this also needs to 

be co-ordinated.   

Michele has requested an Easter Bonnet Parade on Sunday 28 April 2019 after 

the 9:30AM Mass then morning tea in the church foyer afterwards.  Prize for the 

most outrageous bonnet.  What do you think, any takers?   



If you have taken photos of our parish celebrations could you kindly share with us so 

we can include in our parish memories on our website. 

A Priest goes to a nursing home for the first time to visit an elderly parishioner. 

As he is sitting there, he notices a bowl of peanuts beside her bed and takes one. 

As they continue their conversation, he can't help himself and eats one after anoth-

er. By the time they are through visiting, the bowl is empty. He says, "Mrs. Jones, 

I'm so sorry, but I seem to have eaten all of your peanuts." "That's O.K.," she says. 

"They would have just sat there anyway. Without my teeth, all I can do is suck the 

chocolate off and put them back in the bowl.   

 

A new and inexperienced waitress tells another waitress she is concerned about 

being able to carry the heavy trays and serve from them. The other waitress ex-

plains that tray stands are placed throughout the restaurant. The nervous beginner 

serves all her lunches successfully, and afterwards asks an elderly couple if every-

thing has been all right. "It was fine, dear," replies the man, "but my wife and I have 

to leave now. Could she please have her walker back?"  

 

An elderly woman from Brooklyn decided to prepare her will. She told her rabbi 

she had two final requests. First, she wanted to be cremated, and second, she 

wanted her ashes scattered over Wal-Mart. "Walmart!" the rabbi exclaimed. "Why 

Wal-Mart?" "Then I'll be sure my daughter will visit me twice a week."  

 

A Catholic Priest, a Protestant Minister, and a Jewish rabbi were discussing when 

life begins.  "Life begins," said the rabbi. "Life begins when the children have  

graduated from college and moved out of the house."  
 

A guy walks into a post office one day to see a middle-aged, man standing at the 

counter methodically placing "Love" stamps on bright pink envelopes with hearts 

all over them. He then takes out a perfume bottle and starts spraying scent all over 

them. His curiosity getting the better of him, he goes up to the balding man and 

asks him what he is doing. The man says "I'm sending out 1,000 Valentine cards 

signed, 'Guess who?'" "But why?" asks the man. "I'm a divorce lawyer," the man 

replies.  

 

Remember a day without laughter is a day wasted.  Don’t waste your days.   

Reflection  
 Too many people are willing to carry the stool when the piano needs moving.   

 When you are talking you are only repeating what you already know but if you  

listen you might learn something.   

 Not making a decision is making a decision. 

 Good actions give strength to ourselves and show others how to behave. 

 Listen to your children; they are your greatest teachers.   

 If you love someone tell them—it is worth hearing over and over again.   



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 7.00pm 

Wednesday—Saturday 9.15am  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Tuesdays 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  

 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website for details  
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection $2,309.46 this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our 

Parish. 

$donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

Give me justice, O God, 

and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. 

From the deceitful and cunning rescue me,  

for you, O God, are my strength. 
  

  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

The Lord has done great things for us;  

we are filled with joy. 
  

When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, 

it seemed like a dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter,  

our lips there were songs. 
  

The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels 

the Lord worked for them!’ 

What marvels the Lord worked for us!  

Indeed we were glad. 
  

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage  

as streams in dry land. 

Those who are sowing in tears 

will sing when they reap. 
  

They go out, they go out, full of tears, 

carrying seed for the sowing: 

they come back, they come back, full of song,  

carrying their sheaves. 
  

  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

With all your heart turn to me, 

for I am tender and compassionate. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

  

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

Has no one condemned you, woman? No one, Lord.  

Neither shall I condemn you.  From now on, sin no 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 
5th week of Lent:  Year C 

First Reading:   Isaiah 50: 4-7 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm  21:8-9, 17-20,  

   23-24. R.v.2 

Second Reading:  Philippians 2: 6-11 


