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Easter  

As a Priest I try to welcome everyone into our Church.  Part of me is pleased that people on the 

verges at least attend during Easter or Christmas, but another part of me struggles with this fact.  I 

suppose for me, my spiritual life is everything—it is who I am and in this I am truly blessed.  God 

and I are the closest of companions and he/she is as real to me as the air I breathe.  I know it hurts 

God when people remain uninterested in a spiritual way of life.  I do feel frustrated, aggrieved and 

disappointed, on behalf of God during this time of the year.   

I know there are many reasons why people stay away but in reality, we always make time for what 

is important.  An hour devoted to God seems to be too much to ask in our modern world.  Yet it  

offers much more than it requires.  It gives peace of mind, offers direction, eases our burdens, offers 

hope, gives inner strength and makes us feel we are not alone in confronting the difficulties life 

throws at us now and then.  If we do not come to Mass and pray regularly God is experienced as a 

vague concept until some tragedy happens and then he is sought out with vigour.  Then if God 

seems somewhat silent it is more than easy to justify a lack of developed faith.   

I suppose I get disappointed because I know first-hand what a spiritual life can offer.  It binds us to 

the good.  It teaches us that life is a celebration of more than we can ever imagine.  A spiritual way 

of life gives a ‘knowing’ that the world cannot offer.  It enables us to grasp the true meaning of our 

existence while re-shaping our world-view.   

Why do we deprive ourselves of this gift? 

Why do we settle for second best which often leads to isolation and disappointment?   

What might God be saying to you today? 

Will you embrace a spiritual way of life?   

As always, the choice is yours.   

 



2019 EASTER VIGIL 

Thursday 18 April 2019 7:30PM - Mass of the Lord's Supper, Holy Thursday.  

Everyone is invited to have their feet washed. 

Friday 19 April 2019 11AM - Good Friday, Station of the Cross. 

Friday 19 April 2019 3PM - Passion of the Lord. 

Saturday 20 April 2019 8PM - Easter Vigil. (No Sunday Evening Mass)  

Meaning of the Term Covenant   ְּבִרית   
How meaningful is your relationship with God? 
Covenant as ‘An agreement enacted between two parties in which one or both 
makes promises under oath to perform or refrain from certain actions stipulated 
in advance’. Various other proposals/definitions can be consulted in defining the 
meaning of Covenant.  A reconstruction of its etymology refers to (e.g., solemn 
promise, agreement, pledge, treaty, kinship, legal obligations, contract).  
According to my Hebrew/English Concordance, the Covenant is mentioned 264 
times in the 1

st
 Testament so is a major theme running through the scriptures.  

There are different covenants found e.g. with Noah and Creation, (Genesis:6:18, 
9:1-17), with Abram, (Genesis 15:1-21), Moses and of course the 10  
Commandments (Exodus 20:1-18 and Deuteronomy 5:6-21) to name a few.  
The Prophets continually refer to the Covenant Israel has with God.  Thus, the 
prophets act as the voice of God and the conscience of the people directing  
Israel back to the Covenant.   
 

As Catholics, our Covenant with God is in and through the life, death, and  
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We enter into this ‘Sacred Covenant’ through the 
Sacrament of Baptism.  Baptism is foremost a ‘Sacrament of belonging to God’.  
The sacred duty of a person making this covenant with God is to belong to the 
‘People of God’.  This is not about membership but ‘belonging’.  People belong 
by coming regularly to weekend Mass, prayer, reflection and living a holy and 
moral life.   
 

My hope is that during this Holy Week many who seldom belong to our faith 
community may reflect on their sacred duty to care for their soul and the souls of 
their loved ones, especially their children.  May it be a time of Spiritual renewal 
so that their relationship with God may become active and alive rather than  
tradition, i.e. “We don’t go to Mass regularly but we always go to Mass at  
Christmas and Easter.”  The question is why?       
 

Even God cannot force people to be spiritual. Like me, God can only ask. 
 How healthy is your relationship with God? 
 What spiritual meaning do you derive from Holy week and Easter? 
 How significant is God and the Sacred in your daily life?  
Only you and God can answer such questions.   
I pray that your answer is in the affirmative.   

Michele has requested an Easter Bonnet Parade on Sunday 28 April 2019 after 

the 9:30AM Mass then morning tea in the church foyer afterwards.  Prize for the 

most outrageous bonnet.  What do you think, any takers?   



Many thanks to the four Parishioners for St. Anne’s Seaford Parish who 

spent all day yesterday beautifying our Church for Palm Sunday.  They will 

be back here again after the 9.30 Mass on Tuesday helping to prepare for 

Easter .  Their generosity to our parish is deeply appreciated.   

For those who arrived to Mass late again last weekend.   
The last time we changed from daylight saving time, I am told a priest posted, “For those 

who habitually show up 5/15 minutes late to church, allow me to remind you that tonight is 

the night you set your clock back 45 minutes.”. 

God is much busier than you are and God can be here on time.  So why can’t you?   

Why are you late this weekend?   

Treat God and the sacred with respect come to Mass on time!   

Reflection  
God, as we walk towards Holy Week, towards the Cross, may we remember to gifts 

you offer us are; beyond sin, beyond brokenness, beyond betrayal, beyond our  

human understanding and beyond death.  You offer us a new reality, a new  

humanity.  May we capture some of the mystery ‘Holy Week’ offers so we can 

glimpse the sacred once more.   

Ignorance is Bliss 

When I asked my friend if she was planning to attend church for Easter, she just 

shook her head. "I haven’t gone in a long time," she said. "Besides, it’s too late for me. 

I’ve probably already broken all seven commandments." 

Parish Working Bee: 

Sincere thanks for all your help in cleaning the church and the parish grounds for the Easter 
celebrations.  Your dedication to our parish and to all our parishioner is deeply appreciated.  
I hope Holy Week is a special tie for you and your family.  Fr. John  

Washing of the feet  
As you know John’s account of the Lord’s Supper does not have the institution on 
the Eucharist.  There are many reasons for this but most importantly identifies  
Eucharist as service to another.  When we serve another because of our faith in 
God and the goodness of our hearts, we celebrate Eucharist.  Fundamentally  
service is also about letting another serve you and in this way, you honour that  
person allowing their goodness to shine.  So service is about giving and receiving 
not just giving alone.  This Thursday night we especially join priesthoods (1 Peter 
2:9).  This equality of different Priesthoods, ordained and lay, is celebrated in and 
through the washing of the feet.  So, you having your feet washed has a truly  
spiritual significance for the giver as well as he receives.  It is the giving and sharing 
of our Royal Priesthood (Exodus 19:6).   



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 8.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am  
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 7.00pm 

Wednesday—Saturday 9.15am  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Tuesdays 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  

 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website for details  
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection was $1,718.70 last weekend.   

This money is used to pay for the everyday running costs and the upkeep of our Parish. 

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

The future of our parish is in our hands. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

 

  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

My god, my God,  

Why have you abandoned me?. 
  

All who see me deride me. 

They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 

He trusted in the Lord, let his save him: 

let him release his if he is his friend.  
  

. 
  

Many dogs have surrounded me, 

A band of wicked beset me. 

They tear holds in my hands and my feet, 

I can count every one of my bones. 
  

They divide my clothing among them. 

They cast lots for my clothes. 

O lord’ do not leave me alone, 

My strength, make haste to help me! 
  

I will tell of your name to my brethren 

And praise you where they are assembled. 

You who respect the Lord give him praise; 

All children of Jackob give him glory. 

Revere him Israel’s children.    

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

Christ became obedient for us even to death, 

Dying on the cross. 

Therefore God raised him on high, 

And gave I the name above all other names. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

  

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

Father, if this chalice cannot pass without me drinking it, 

your will be done.   

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 
Easter Sunday:  Year C 

Ist Reading   

Acts of the Apostles: 10:34,37-43  

Responsorial Psalm: 117:1-2,16-17,22-23, 

Second Reading:  Colossians 3:1-4 

Gospel:   John20:1-9 


