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The Archdiocese of Melbourne  
There are 232 parishes in the archdiocese and 369 diocesan priests and 16 
permanent deacons.  
 
The archdiocese has a total of 294 priests and one permanent deacon in  
religious orders, 199 religious brothers and 1,323 religious sisters.  
 
There is one seminary for diocesan clergy, Corpus Christi College, and three 
seminaries for religious clergy.  
 
There are 331 Catholic schools in the archdiocese - 256 primary, 69  
secondary and six special schools. According to the 1998 census, there were 
136,387 students enrolled in Catholic schools in the archdiocese - 77,636 in 
primary schools and 58,751 in secondary schools.  
 
Within the archdiocese, there are 10 Catholic hospitals, 18 homes for children, 
27 for the elderly and 10 for other purposes 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corpus_Christi_College,_Melbourne


The Archdiocese of Melbourne  
What is the future of parishes given the number of people studying for the  
priesthood? At present the Archdiocese has 369 priests.  The vast majority are  
elderly and will retire over the next 5 to 10 years.  Retirement age for clergy is 75 
years of age.  As you can see from the stats below there are not enough students 
to meet the numbers retiring and Melbourne’s population is increasing steadily.  
So, what does the future hold for parishes?  How will we meet the shortfall in  
clergy and the growing demands on our clergy?   
 

Amalgamating parishes is fraught with difficulties as people feel powerless and are 
of the opinion, they are losing their priest.  Likewise, the priest feels isolated given 
the increased work load of administration etc.  Given my experience of working in 
large parishes the benefit is that there are more people willing to be involved.  
Likewise, the good-will of parishioners is often manifest in their ability to take on 
more roles and offer greater support given the needs are obvious.  There are also 
more opportunities to employ staff such as pastoral associates, sacramental  
leaders etc.  In this sense smaller parishes can be more demanding given their  
limited resources.   
 

So, is it best to amalgamate parishes or leave small parishes as they are by  
employing a parish manager and have a permanent supply priest available?  I am 
not sure what the answer is, but I am certain that the parishes of the future will be 
very different from the present set up.  How do we prepare for that future here at 
Sacred Heart?  I have less than five years remaining in my appointment so how do 
we make this parish appealing given the lack of clergy?  There are 232 parishes so 
priests can be more selective in their choice of appointment.  Priests can refuse a 
parish and likewise a priest can apply for a parish and be unsuccessful.   
 

So how do we future proof our parish?  Initially we will have to get our finances in 
order as the parish finances are running at a loss.  Once this is resolved we can look 
at the pastoral need and begin to develop a five to ten-year strategic plan for our 
future.  This calls for vision not just maintenance.  How do we develop our site to 
create an income stream?  What future do you want for Sacred Heart as this is 
your parish.  What defines us and what do we hold as sacred as we develop our 
future together?  As always, the choice is yours.   
 

Seminarians at Corpus Christi College 2019  
Deacons  4.  
7th year  1 student  
6th year  3 students 
5th year  6 students 
4th year  2 students 
3rd year  6 students 
2nd year  2 students  
1st year  7 students  
Oversees  4 students  



Thought for the week 

Do not allow resentment or regret into your heart or it will find a home there. 

Ministries  

One of the groups I believe is essential in any parish is a liturgy group.  This 

group would meet once a fortnight to explore the readings in order to  

determine the theme of the Weekend Mass.  This will influence the  

penitential rite and the prayers of the faithful.  In time this group will be  

responsible for these and most other aspects of liturgy.  We will develop the 

liturgical themes according to the liturgical seasons lent, advent, ordinary 

time, Christmas and Easter, Eastertide.  So, if you would like to be involved in 

preparing the weekend Mass then please place your name on the form in the 

foyer of the church.   

For those who like a challenge 

Q. You find me in December, but not in any other month. What letter am I? 

Q. What five-letter word becomes shorter if you add two letters to it? 

Q. I have a neck, but no head, and I wear a cap. What am I? 

Q. I’m an odd number. If you take away one of the letters in my name, I  

become even. What number am I? 

Jokes to share this Eastertide 

Q: What was the turkey suspected of?  A: Fowl play. 

The four most hated words in our common language: “I told you so.” 

The closest a political ever comes to perfection is during elections comes 

around.  He/she will promise you the sun, moon and stars.  Afterwards all 

bets are off.   

Spotted on a church marquee: “Love your enemies; After all, You made them.” 

Thank you for all the cards, presents and good wishes I received over the Easter.  Your 

generosity and friendship is deeply appreciated.  Special thanks to all who have supported 

me throughout the last year.  It is wonderful to see people talking to each other and  

smiling when they come to church.  Church should be a happy place for all.   

As you know Michele has done a marvellous job working for us.  Her  

energy, vitality and infectious spirit has achieved much.  Her dedication 

to this parish is second to none.  Many people have told me how much 

they appreciate her as do I.  I ask that you tell her yourself of your thanks 

as it is nice to be told in person that you are appreciated.   
 

God only knows what her next project will be but we can all be assured it will be fun.   

Thanks Michele from a grateful parish.   



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 7.00pm 

Wednesday—Saturday 9.15am  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Tuesdays 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  

 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website for details  
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$1338.41 donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

Let all the earth cry out to God with joy; 

Praise the glory of his name; 

His glorious praise, alleluia. 
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

I will praise you, Lord, 

You have rescued me, Alleluia!   
  

I will praise you Lord, you have rescued me 

and have not let my enemies rejoice over me. 

O lord, you have raises my soul from the dead, 

restored me to life from those who sink into the grave. 
  

Sing psalms to the Lord, you who love him, 

Give thanks to his holy name. 

His anger lasts but a moment; his favour through life. 

At night there are tears, but joy comes in the morning.   
  

The Lord listened and had pity, 

The Lord came to my help. 

For me you have changed my mourning into dancing. 

O Lord my God, I will thanks you forever.   
  

  

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

Alleluia Alleluia: 

Lord Jesus, explain the scriptures to us. 

Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to us. 

Alleluia! 

  

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

 Jesus said to his disciples: Come and eat. 

And he took the bread and gave it to them, Alleluia.   

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 
4th Week of Easter:  Year C 

First Reading:   

Acts of the Apostles 13:14,43-52. 

Responsorial Psalm:   

Psalm   99:1-3.5  

Second Reading:   

Apocalypse  7:9, 14-17 

Gospel:  John 10:27-30 


