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A number of years ago some friends of mine offered me their 

holiday home in Byron Bay.  I could stay there for as long as I 

wanted.  While I appreciated their offer I politely refused.  This 

was because I was feeling terribly uncomfortable inside.  It was 

a very generous offer and I was too embarrassed to say yes.  I 

was brought up to be very independent and to pay my own way.  

As a priest I am more accustomed to giving than receiving.   

Several months later they repeated their offer with the same result.  I truly appreciated 

their kindness but felt there were being too generous as my sense of independence and  

embracement took over.   

After much reflection I came to the conclusion I was just too proud and independent to 

say yes.  I could justify saying no but to say yes was a different story.  Their generosity 

showed a flaw in my character which I needed to address.  I came to understand that to 

receive is just as important as giving.  The exchange of friendship must work both ways.  I 

was used to being in the position of ‘giver’ that was safe and comfortable for me but  

feeling good about receiving was a different story.  This new insight made me feel a bit 

awkward as I had failed to accept their offer of kindness or to put myself in their shoes.   

So I decided to take them up on their offer and had a wonderful time.  I learnt that for me 

it was far easier to give than to receive.  Being generous is a two-sided affair.  To accept 

a gift is to bring joy to another.  To receive is to allows another to show their gratitude and 

appreciation.  It is the building block of mutual friendship and appreciation.   

In accepting a gift both the Giver and the Receiver are blessed.   



  

True Friendship: The Most Precious of Gifts 
Throughout my life I have sought to surround myself with people whose  

characteristics I wish to cultivate.  Over the years I have made friends with people 

who are incredibly loyal so I could learn about loyalty.  I am now loyal to a fault. 

I have made friends with people who are exceptionally happy and grateful so I could 

learn how to laugh and enjoy my life.  I have learnt that happiness is a choice which 

only I could make.  Happiness is a gift of the self.   

I have friends that are truly generous and they have shown me that a generous 

heart is never empty.  I have learnt that generosity cleans and heals the soul.   

I have friends who have always acted with integrity despite the cost.  They have  

inspired me to seek the truth in myself and in others.   

My greatest lesson was a friend who showed me the power of forgiveness.  This  

person has given me the gift of freedom.   
 

Who are your friends and what have they taught you?   

Your Help is Required  
Your prayers are requested for the recovery of John.  He has been a dedicated member 

of our Royal Talbot Communion to the Sick team for quite some time. He has recently 

been struck ill and although he is recovering, he is unable to drive at this time.  In the 

near future he will be undergoing surgery so is unable to visit or bring communion to our 

sick.  We ask that you remember him in your prayers. 
 

We are now down 2 members visiting Royal Talbot so your help is required as we need 

at least one new member for our team.  John will be out of action for some time, so we  

desperately need your help.  Please contact Michele if you can spare some time and  

become a member of this essential pastoral team.  Fr. John  

Feast of the Sacred Heart  

The Feast of Pentecost was a great success in our parish.  The number of people involved 

gives me much hope for the future.  Saturday was a busy day cleaning and decorating our 

church.  Each bird had to be placed manually on the netting to give the best effect.   

Obviously a large number were involved in creating these birds and the scaffold was  

delivered and donated free of charge.  Likewise it was a joy to see so many staying after the 

9.30 Mass to celebrate with us and the sausage sizzle was enjoyed by all.  Thank you to  

Sacred Heart School for the loan of their BBQ.   

 

The next celebration will be our Parish Feast Day on Sunday 30 June after our 9:30AM Mass.  

Michele will be away so we need others to co-ordinate the celebration.  As you know it is 

hoped to have a luncheon in the hall.  Please sign up to organise our party, the sheets will 

be in the church foyer or please call Michele.     

A number of parishioners have asked that those  

collecting at Mass please give more time for people to 

pray and reflect before taking up the second  

collection.   

Two as-new reclining chairs available free 

of charge.  Person downsizing to a smaller 

place.  They need to be collected from 

Mary Street.  If interested please give 

Michele a call.   



Thanksgiving Program 
We are looking to you to commit to the financial security of the parish for the next three years. If you are not a member of 

the Thanksgiving Program, please join in by pledging a regular contribution. If you are already a contributor, please increase 

your contribution by between 15-30%. $5 could be increased to $8; $15 to $20; and $50 to $60. If you are a school parent 

and willing to contribute to the support the parish, please do so through the Thanksgiving Program. It is preferential for  

contributions to be made through direct deposit to demonstrate a predictable and relatively assured  

income stream and is not affected by absences from the parish. To be eligible to participate in the discussions around the 

future of the parish will require active membership of the parish community demonstrated by regular attendance at  

weekend Mass and involvement in the Thanksgiving Program. For those who can, we will also be looking for involvement in 

the various ministries of the parish. While the task may seem daunting, other parishes have taken similar actions to secure 

their future. It is a time for transformation as we cannot rely only on the old faithfuls to give more than they are doing. We 

have approximately 300 people who attend Mass regularly and most are generous. We cannot expect you (the practising 

parishioners) to carry the load on your own but we do need your practical and spiritual support. The future is an unknown 

territory, so let’s explore our options together. We have received some good ideas from parishioners which will be part of 

any future parish discussions. We are best when we are challenged so let’s put our best foot forward with the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit and the hopes of this Faith Community to encourage and sustain this endeavour. While we need people to 

contribute, we must not forget that the primary objective of any parish is to enhance people’s ability to commune with the 

divine. We are asking people to give so we can transform our parish and the spiritual lives of all our parishioners. Our parish 

account details:  

Name of Account: Sacred Heart Church Kew  

BSB: 083 347  

ACCOUNT NO: 682 606 383  

REFERENCE: Full name  

 Bill Gates and Fr. John have a combined fortune of approximately 80 billion dollars. 

 What has 13 hearts, but no other organs? 

 What do you break before you use it? 

 What word begins and ends with an E, but only has one letter?  

 A wise parent once said “If you are truly serious about preparing your child for the  
future, don’t teach him to subtract—teach him to deduct.”  

 A Sunday school teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took Jesus with them to  
Jerusalem.  A small child replied, “They couldn't get a babysitter.”   

 At Sunday school they were teaching how God created everything, including human  
beings.  Little Johnny seemed especially intent when they told him how Eve was created out 
of one of Adam's ribs.  Later in the week his mother noticed him lying down as though he 
were ill, and she asked, “Johnny, what is the matter?”  Little Johnny responded, “I have pain 
in my side. I think I'm going to have a wife.” 

Grandparents' answering machine message: 
Good morning, at present we are not at home, but please choose form one of these options: 
If you are one of our children, dial one and then select the option from one to nine, in order of 
your birth date so we know who it is. 
1. If you need us to stay with the children, press two. 
2. If you want to borrow the car, press three. 
3. If you want us to wash your clothes and do ironing, press four. 
4. If you want the grandchildren to sleep here tonight, press five. 
5. If you want us to pick up the kids at school, press six. 
6. If you want us to prepare a meal or to have it delivered to your home, press seven. 
7. If you want to come to eat here, press eight. 
8. If you need money, press nine. 
9. If you are going to invite us to dinner or take us to the theatre, start talking,  
      WE are listening! 
 

Don’t forget all grandparents need lots of hugs to keep them going.   

 



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 7.00pm 

Wednesday—Saturday 9.15am  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Tuesdays 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website for details  
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 

 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,893.36 donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

Blessed be God the Father, 

and the only begotten Son of God, 

and also the Holy Spirit, 

for he has shown us his merciful love.   
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

O Lord our God how wonderful  

your name in all the earth! 
  

When I see the heavens, the work of your hands, the 

moon and the stars which you arrange, 

what is humanity that you should keep us in mind, 

mortal people that you care for us?   
  

Yet you have made us little less than a god: 

with glory and honour you crown us, 

give us power over the works of your hand, 

put all things under our feet.   
  

All of them, sheep and cantle, 

yes, even the savage beasts, 

birds of the air, and fish that make their  

way through the waters.   
   

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

Alleluia Alleluia: 

Glory be to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 

to God who is, who was, and who is to come. 

Alleluia! 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

 Since you are children of God, 

God has sent into your heart the Spirit of his son, 

The Spirit who calls out: Abba, Father.   

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 
Body and Blood  Year C 

First Reading:  Genesis: 14:18-20 

Responsorial Psalm:   Psalm  109: 1-4. 

Second Reading: St. Paul to the  

Corinthian's 11:23-26. 

Gospel:  Luke 9:11-17. 

Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver 

Annual Mission Dinner on:  

When:  Sunday  23 June 2019  

Time:    1.00pm  

Where: 154 Cotham Road, Kew. 

 

Proceeds will assist the missions. 

Bookings close 14 June.  Tickets: $35.00 per person.  

Bookings: 154 Cotham Road, Kew 3101 or  

Phone: 9817 3715 

https://maps.google.com/?q=154+Cotham+Road,+Kew&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=154+Cotham+Road,+Kew&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=154+Cotham+Road,+Kew+3101&entry=gmail&source=g

