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The Scorpion and the Turtle 

A fable tells of a scorpion who went up to a turtle about to cross a wide river.  The 

scorpion said “Mr. Turtle, would you let me ride upon your back across the river?”  

The turtle said “Oh no, you will sting me and I will die.”  The scorpion  

denied it and said, “I won’t sting you, Mr Turtle.  You are my friend.  If I sting you 

we will both drown.” So, Mr Turtle agreed and he swam into the river with the 

scorpion on his shell.  Half way across the scorpion stung the turtle on his head.  

As they were sinking the turtle cried out, “You promised, why did you sting me?”  

The scorpion replied, “I had to you see it is in my nature to sting.”   

Thought for the Week 

“ Some people come into your life as blessings other people come into your 

life as lessons.”   (St. Mother Theresa) 

Did you Know 

Nothing in creation is ever wasted.  In fact the very stuff of the  

origins of the universe, from billions of years ago, exist in the cells 

and elements that make up our present bodies. The  

elements that make up you and I, have been continually used, re-

used, and rearranged since time began.  We are in fact  

billions of years old.  So while each creation is unique we can also 

say that you and I are made from recycled material.   

This truth helps place all on a level playing field.  Nature is the 

great recycler and God does have a wonderful quirky sense of hu-

mour after all! 



Some basic thoughts on today’s reading 
 
Moses said to the people.  ‘Obey the voice of the Lord your God, keeping these  
commandments and laws of his that are written in this Book of the Law, and return to 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 
 
 

For this law I enjoin on you today is not beyond your strength or beyond your reach.  
It is not in heaven, so that you need to wonder, “who will go up to heaven for us and 
bring it down to us, so that we may hear it and keep it?”  Nor is it beyond the seas, so 
that you need to wonder, “who will cross the seas for us and bring it back to us, so 
that we may hear it and keep it?”  No, the Word is very near to you, it is in your mouth 
and in your heart so you may obey it.’  (Deut: 30:10-14)  
 

If you look a but closer at the Word you will see the following: 
 
An invitation to “return to the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul” is  
paramount.  The people had strayed making a golden calf worshiping it while  
Moses was given the 10 Commandments.  Gold of course can symbolise money,  
possessions etc.  So, the underlying message is what do we worship?  Where or in 
whom do we place our trust.  Some are too busy to give time to God focusing on what 
they  
consider to be more important aspects of their lives.   
 
“So that we may hear it and keep it” is mentioned twice.  This emphasises and  
re-emphasises the central point of the message.  To hear the Word of God and to 
keep it is why we were given the Law in the first place.  It is for our benefit not God’s.  
Excuses can be offered and people often get angry when confronted by this truth.  
But scriptures shows there are no excuses. 
 
“No, the Word is very near to you, it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may 
obey it.”   

 

Fundamentally this passage in Deuteronomy rejects all our excuses for not hearing 
the voice of God.  God has placed his message deep in our hearts and while we may 
try to silence it the fact remains, we can’t.  Í believe this is why people often get angry 
when challenged with regard to the practice of their faith and living a more spiritual 
way of life.  Deuteronomy points to the fact that there are no valid excuses it is always 
about the choices we make.  The Voice or Word of God resides in our hearts all we 
need to do is to listen with an open heart.   

Spiritual Consciousness  

The goal of spirituality is to find that place within yourself where nothing is 

impossible.  This is the place of total oneness and harmony with all that is 

and all that can be.  It is where categories of good and bad, joy and  

sadness disappear.  It is to empty yourself and in your nothingness to be 

filled with the presence of God.   

Darkness can not drive out darkness: only light can do that.  Anger cannot drive out  

anger only forgiveness can do that.  Violence can not drive our violence only peace can 

do that.  Hate can not drive our hate: only love can do that.  Will you be part of the  

darkness or part of the light?  As always the choice is yours!   



Collectors at Mass  

A number of parishioners have asked that those collecting at Mass please give more 

time for people to pray and reflect before taking up the second collection. Once more I 

ask can you please wait for a few minutes before taking up the second collection.   

Fr. John  

 My elderly aunt would come and tease me at weddings, “Well Sarah? Do you think 

you’ll be next?”  So I started to say the same thing to her at funerals.   
 

 My wife and I have decided that we don't want to have children. So anybody who 

wants one can leave us their phone number and address and we will bring you 

one. 
 

 I can’t believe I forgot to go to the gym today. That’s 2 years in a row now. 
 

 Grandpa, why don't you have any life insurance? So you can all be really sad 

when I die. 
 

Parish Accountant 

The parish is looking to engage an accountant in line with normal business practice.  The finance  

committee has suggested we look within the parish before advertising more widely.  The task is not 

too arduous given we deal with few companies.  The parish will be using the financial package Zero 

so knowledge of this program is required.   

For anyone interested please contact Michele at the parish office to make an appointment.   

Sincerely Fr. John  

OUR PARISH OUR FUTURE 

Let us begin with why? 

 Come along to our first think tank on Sunday 18 August 11-12:30PM in our parish hall. 

 We will be exploring the concept of Why? 

 This may involve developing a parish vision/mission statement. 

 This will become our mandate and template for all future discussion. 

 All parishioners are welcome. 

Prayer is the most important conversation of the day 

You can not be a spiritual person if you do not make 

time for daily personally prayer.   

Talk to God before you talk to anyone else.   



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday 7.00pm 

Wednesday—Saturday 9.15am  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Tuesdays 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website for details  
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

Thank you for your contributions to our parish. 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$1,481.46 donations from last week. (This includes weekly, fortnightly & monthly) 

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

As for me, in justice I shall see your face; 

I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live. 
  

This is my prayer to you, 

my prayer for your favour. 

In your great love, answer me, O Lord, 

with your help that never fails: 

Lord, answer, for your love is kind; 

in your compassions, turn towards me.   
  

As for me in my poverty and pain 

let your help, O God, lift me up. 

I will praise God’s name with a song; 

I will glorify him with thanksgiving. 
  

The poor when they see it will be glad 

and God-seeking hearts will revive; 

for the Lord listens to the needs 

and does not spurn his servants in their chains.  
 

For God will bring help from Zion 

and rebuild the cities of Judah. 

The children of his servants will inherit it; 

those who love his name shall dwell there. 
   

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

Alleluia alleluia! 

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life; 

You have the words of everlasting life. 

Alleluia   
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

 The sparrow finds a home, 

and the swallow a nest for her young. 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 
16th week in Ordinary Time Year C 

First Reading: Genesis 18:1-10. 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm  14:2-5. 

Second Reading: St. Paul to the Colossians 1:24-28 

Gospel:  Luke 10:38-42 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
15th week in Ordinary Time Year C 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:10-14 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm  18:8-11. 

Second Reading: St. Paul to the Colossians 1:15-20 

Gospel:  Luke 10:25-37 

Change the World 

If you want to change the world 

begin with yourself.    


