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Thought for the Week 

Death is the great equalizer.   

If you ever visit a graveyard and reflect upon your visit, you should ask 

yourself before you leave, who is the richest person here?    

Did you Know 

An old man was sitting on a bench at the edge of a town when a 

stranger approached.  “What are the people of this town like?” he 

asked.  “What were they like in your last town?” replied the man.   

“They were kind, generous, and would do anything for you if you 

were in trouble.”  “You will find they are very much like that in this 

town too.” 

The following day the old may was sitting on the same bench and a 

second stranger approached and asked the same question.  “What 

are the people of this town like?”  The old man replied as before, 

“What were the people like in the town you have come from? “ “It was 

a terrible place” came the reply.  “I was glad to get out of it.  The 

people were mean, unfriendly, rude and nobody lifted a finger to 

help you if you were in trouble.”  “I am afraid,” said the old man, 

“you will find them very much the same in this town also.”   

 

Special thanks to all who helped with the smooth running of the 

parish while I was away last weekend.  It is much appreciated.  

  Fr. John  



A wise person maintained that we can only do four things with our life. 
1. Run away from it 
2. Run along with it 
3. Take hold of it 
4. Surrender to it 
 
We often take the first option.  We avoid the challenges that life offers and so shun 
the opportunities to develop as human beings.  We fight against or reject the burdens 
and responsibilities that life imposes on us.  Running away works, until we run out of 
places to hide.  This is a dead-end street because in the end you can not hide from 
yourself.   
 
Frequently we also take the second road—we run along with everyone else.  We 
seek acceptance by following others and trying to live up to their expectations.  We 
follow the crowd which offer security and often peace of mind.  Yet the cost of this can 
be immense as we can loose our way, compromise our integrity and forget about 
God.   
 
We also can take the third way by taking control of life.  We flex our muscles and take 
control of the situation.  We become determined, strong willed and purposeful.  Here 
control is the order of the day as we doggedly protect our freedom of choice while at 
the same time rejecting a different opinion or a more balanced approach given by  
others.  So while we can feel secure we remain mostly self-centred.   
 
To reach the fourth stage we need to stop; to just stop.  Stop running with the crowd, 
stop taking control of every situation, stop hiding from life.  Just stop! 
This is the greatest stage when we come to realise that life is to be lived, enjoyed, 
embraced—a journey of self-discovery.  The gift of ‘surrender’ offers much and  
demands very little.  It is the gift of knowing that we are not really in control after all.  
Life happens, it can be joyous and messy.  The simple fact remains is that no one is 
truly in control of their life.  Who knows what tomorrow may bring?   
The ability to let go offers a deep level of freedom which the ego rejects.  This letting 
go validates the joy of just ‘being’ without expectations prejudices or judgement.  
What does this tell you about life?  Why not just Let Go!  

Take Time 
Take time to reflect—it is the source of inner strength 

Take time to play—it is the secret of perpetual youth 

Take time to read—it is the fountain of knowledge 

Take time to pray—it is the greatest power on earth 

Take time to love and take time to be loved in return 

Take time to be friendly—it is road to happiness 

Take time to laugh—it is the music of the soul 

Take time to give—life is too short to be selfish 

Take time to work—it is the road to success 

Take time to cry—crying heals the heart 

Take time to forgive—it sets the spirit free 

Take time to be generous—your life is a free gift 

Take time to do good deeds—they are the keys to heaven 

Make time for God and your life will be blessed 



 Man at an interview, the hopeful employee was informed that “in the beginning you 

can earn up to $80K a year.  In the future it could be $120K.” He replied.  “In that 

case I will come back later.” 

 I have four legs but never run, what am I? 

 How many sides are they in a circle? 

 What is as big as an elephant but weight 0kg? 

 What has feathers but has no wings? 

 Optimist = the glass is half full.  Pessimist = the glass is half empty.  Mother = why 

didn’t you use a coaster? 

 There are no spiritual calories in chocolate. 

 Two police men crashed their police car.  After a few moments one looked at the 

other and said “that’s the fastest we ever got to an accident site.” 

 Pessimist “things can’t get any worse”  Optimist “of course they can.”  

 Two planets met and one bemoaned to the other “Can you believe it I’ve got  

humans.” 

 Grandchild says to his grandmother, “Why do you read the obituaries each day?”  

“Don’t worry grandson.” she replied, “I just want to see who is single again.” 

 After successfully completing a certificate in psychology I decided to share my  

insights with my father.  I told him that he should embrace his mistakes.  He stood 

up and gave me a big bear-hug.   
 

Dear Parishioners, 

I write to express my sincere gratitude to all who are contributing to the  

Parish Thanksgiving Programme.   

As you know the decline of those attending church has a significant impact on the 

viability of the parish.  This lack of belonging has a profound effect for the parish in 

its spiritual, sacramental and pastoral mission.  This lack of participation also has 

financial impact which  limits our ability to effectively serve our faith community. 

In response to this situation, and to secure the viability of our parish, we have 

asked you for your assistance.  I am mindful that there are many contributing  

financial factor when considering supporting our parish.  So, to all who generously 

support our parish I just want to express my gratitude as your Parish Priest. 

I look forward to seeing you at our think-tank as we plan the future of our parish 
together.  

Father John 

PARISH THINK TANK 

 

Our  first think tank will be held on the Sunday 18 August at 11am-12:30PM in the 

parish hall. 

We will be exploring the concept of Why? 

This may involve developing a parish vision/mission statement.  

This will become our mandate and template for all future discussion.  

All parishioners are welcome. 



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Thursday 7.00pm 

Tuesday Wednesday,  

Friday & Saturday 9.15am.  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Hall Hire 

Please contact our office. 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

 

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,419.46 donations from last week (weekly, fortnightly, monthly contributions).  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

God is in his holy place, 

God who unites those who dwell in his house; 

he himself gives might and strength to his people. 
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me. 
  

I thank you, Lord with all my heart, 

you have heard the words of my mouth. 

Before the angels I will bless you. 

I will adore before your holy temple.   
  

I thank you for your faithfulness and love 

which exceeds all we ever knew of you. 

On the day I called, you answered; 

you increased the strength of my soul. 
  

The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly 

and the haughty he knows from afar. 

Though I walk in the midst of affliction 

you give me life and frustrate my foes.   
 

You stretch out your hand and save me, 

your hand will do all things for me. 

your love, O Lord, is eternal, 

discard not the work of your hands. 
   

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

Alleluia alleluia! 

You have received the Spirit  

which makes us God’s children, 

and in that Spirit we call God our Father. 

alleluia   
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.   

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK 
18th week in Ordinary Time Year C 

First Reading Book of Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23. 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm  89:3-6, 12-14, 17. 

Second Reading:  St. Paul to the Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11. 

Gospel:  Luke 12:13-21. 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
17th week in Ordinary Time Year C 

First Reading : Genesis 18:20-32 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm  137:1-3, 6-8. 

Second Reading:  St. Paul to the Colossians 2:12-14 

Gospel:  Luke 11:1-13 

Change the World 

If you want to change the world begin 

with yourself.    


