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OUR PARISH OUR FUTURE 
I have been asked to again place this in our bulletin in preparation for our meeting on Sunday August 

18th.  We will be exploring why we exist and what is unique about our parish to help develop a Vision/

mission statement as the foundation for future planning.   

I once read a book titled “Start with Why” by Simon Sinek.   

The basic premise was that people normally respond to questions by explaining what or how, but  

seldom why.  The problem with such an approach leads to confusion due to different understandings 

based on personal biases, emotive responses, and/or limited information and vision.   

When we apply this to our parish, as we begin to plan for the future, the big question is why does  

Sacred Heart exist?  Why does it exist after 129 years?  Why continue to support and believe in this 

parish?   

The fundamental question is why why why? 

Some may respond to this question from a pastoral or spiritual perspective, e.g., “we need the  

Sacraments” but why do we need the Sacraments?  The answer might be that these give meaning and 

purpose to our lives.  But again, we must ask, why and in what ways do the Sacraments give meaning 

and purpose to our lives?  This Socratic approach demands honest reflection and critical debate.   

Sacred Heart Parish  

As we begin planning for the future of our parish, we must ask ourselves why?   

From this we can begin to explore how we can actively implement our vision as a unique parish in this 

archdiocese.  So, if we were to conclude that fundamental to our identity as to why we exist is to  

enhance our spiritual education then we must ask how could this can be achieved?  Do we need a 

proper meeting education facility?  Do we need yearly parish retreats? Do we require guest speakers 

etc?   

How this is achieved will be determined by what are the resources we have/need?   

What actions do we have to do to implement the how?  What actions are required, what is our 

timeframe etc? 

Who is going to ensure that this actually happens?   

The structure we might follow to give clarity of vision is threefold 

1.Why = Why should Sacred Heart Parish exist?  Why are we exceptional?   

2.How = How do we prioritise manifest our vision of why? 

3.What = What do we need to make this a reality?  

How we achieve our goals might change over time. 

What we do to achieve this can also change. 

Why never changes.    

Let us begin with why! 

The first think tank will be held on the Sunday 18 August at 11am-12:30PM in the parish hall. 

We will be exploring the concept of Why? 

This will involve developing a parish vision/mission statement.  

This will become our mandate and template for all future discussion.  

All parishioners are welcome. 



Thanksgiving Program 
We are looking to you to commit to the financial security of the parish for the next three years. 

If you are not a member of the Thanksgiving Program, please join in by pledging a regular 

contribution. If you are already a contributor, please increase your contribution by between  

15-30%. $5 could be increased to $8; $15 to $20; and $50 to $60. If you are a school parent 

and willing to contribute to the support the parish, please do so through the Thanksgiving  

Program. It is preferential for contributions to be made through direct deposit to demonstrate a 

predictable and relatively assured income stream and is not affected by absences from the 

parish. Tobe eligible to participate in the discussions around the future of the parish will  

require active membership of the parish community demonstrated by regular attendance at  

weekend Mass and involvement in the Thanksgiving Program. For those who can, we will also 

be looking for involvement in the various ministries of the parish. While the task may seem 

daunting, other parishes have taken similar actions to secure their future. It is a time for  

transformation as we cannot rely only on the old faithfuls to give more than they are doing. We 

have approximately 300 people who attend Mass regularly and most are generous. We  

cannot expect you (the practising parishioners) to carry the load on your own but we do need 

your practical and spiritual support. The future is an unknown territory, so let’s explore our  

options together.  
 

We have received some good ideas from parishioners which will be part of any future parish 

discussions. We are best when we are challenged so let’s put our best foot forward with the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit and the hopes of this Faith Community to encourage and sustain 

this endeavour. While we need people to contribute, we must not forget that the primary  

objective of any parish is to enhance people’s ability to commune with the divine.  

We are asking people to give so we can transform our parish and the spiritual lives of all our 

parishioners. Our parish account details:  

Name of Account: Sacred Heart Church Kew  

BSB: 083 347  

ACCOUNT NO: 682 606 383  

REFERENCE: Full name  

Life begins at 60 

Now that I am a senior (citizen, that is) I have everything that I ever wanted as a  

teenager, only 50 years later.  

I don't have to go to school or work.  

I get an allowance every week.  

I have my own place.  

I eat and drink whatever I like.  

I don't have a curfew.  

I can come and go as I please and with whom I like. 

I have a driver's license and my own car. 

I have ID that gets me into bars and the bottle shops. 

The people I hang around with are not scared of me stealing their boyfriend/husband. 

I don't have acne.   

For the first time I am fully in-charge of my life! 

Fijian Mass is on Saturday 17 August, Vigil Mass.   Please join in celebrating the Rotuma  

culture.  Rotuma is an island South of Fiji under the ruling of the Republic of Fiji. Come along in 

your Rotuman traditional attire, it can be in the form of long mumu’s, island prints, lei around the 

neck or head garland.  



Our next working gardening Bee is on Saturday 17 August 2-4pm.  Please come and 
help us and bring your gardening tools with you.  All Welcome  

Immaculate Conception Church,  
Immaculate Conception Church, Hawthorn is celebrating 150 years of serving the  

community as the blessing and opening Mass of the church standing on the corner of 

Glenferrie and Burwood Roads was held in 1869. Three memorable events are organised 

to celebrate this milestone. The first of these will be a lecture to be given by eminent  

historian Dr Joan Barclay Lloyd – ‘15O years of bluestone and stained glass at the  

Immaculate Conception Church Hawthorn: faith, family, and fine art’ in which she will  

unravel the stories behind many of the magnificent windows dating from 1871 and  

entwine with the history of the neo-Gothic bluestone church. Enjoy a musical introduction 

and be dazzled by the beautiful windows whilst learning about a piece of local history. 

Sunday 11
th
 August 2019 2-4pm in the church. Free event with booking for numbers only 

at icc150lecture@floktu.com 

Music and singing 
As you know music and singing is not one of my strong points.  Yet I am the 

first to agree that music and singing at Mass has a profound effect on our  

liturgical celebrations.  So we need your help! 

A number of parishioners have shown interest in organising/joining a choir to 

enhance our parish weekend Masses. 

At present we have music at the 9.30am and the 5pm Masses.  It would be 

wonderful if more people can be involved in this most important ministry.  Could 

you please fill-in the information sheet in the foyer to determine your Mass  

preference.  We will shortly organise a meeting for all interested parties. 

SACRAMENT OF FIRST EUCHARIST  

A gentle reminder that we have our adult education session for First Eucharist next 

Wednesday 14 August 2019 at 7:30PM in the Multipurpose Room, Sacred Heart Primary 

School.  If you have any questions please contact Michele. 



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Thursday 7.00pm 

Tuesday Wednesday,  

Friday & Saturday 9.15am.  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Hall Hire 
Please contact Presbytery office. 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$3,002.01 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

Look to your covenant, O Lord, 

and forget not the life of the poor ones forever. 

Arise, O God, and defend your cause, 

and forget not the cries of those who seek you. 
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own 

Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; 

for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 

They are happy, whose God is the Lord, 

the people he has chosen as his own.   
  

 The Lord looks on those who revere him, 

on those who hope in his love, 

to rescue their souls from death, 

to keep them alive in famine.   
 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 

The Lord is our help and our shield. 

May your love be upon us, O Lord, 

as we place all our hope in you.   
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia alleliua! 

Be watchful and ready; 

you know not when the Son of Man is coming. 

Alleluia! 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, 

Who gives you your fill of finest wheat. 

Readings for this week 
19th week in ordinary time; Year C 

First Reading:   Wisdom 18:6-9 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 32:1,12,18-30 

Second reading:   Hebrews 11:1-2,8-19 

Gospel:  Luke: 12:32-48 

An Old Proverb 

The greatest enemy you will  

encounter in life is from within 

yourself! 

Readings for next week   

20th week in ordinary time; Year C 

First Reading:   Jeremiah 38:4-6; 8-10 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 39:2-4, 18 

Second reading:   Hebrew 12:1-4 

Gospel :  Luke 12::49-53 

Did you pray yesterday?—Have you prayed today? 

Will you pray tomorrow? 


