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20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 18 August 2019 

Healthy People in a Healthy relationship with a Heathy God 

 

There is only one GOD, but an endless variety of human misunderstandings of God.  

Unable to grasp the infinite God we each create a lesser God in our own image.  This 

God we attempt to control by various means due to our fears and the pressures of life.  

We want this God to rescue us, to make life easier, to be our friend.  When this God fails  

us we become disenchanted and often blame God or get angry with God because of our 

own limited theological framework.  The God we create will always be inadequate.   

To become spiritually healthy we may need to address our perception of God in a more 

authentic way we must move: 

 From a God we can possess to a God of infinite surprises 

 For an anthropomorphic view of God to a God beyond our imaginings 

 From a commercial relationship with a God whose rewards can be earned only by 

doing the right thing to a God of inspiration and hope. 

 From a God of rules and regulations to a God of abandonment and joy. 

 From a religion with its rules and dogmas to a relationship of inner freedom. 

 From a prayer life of words to one of inner-silence. 

 

What does this tell you about your own relationship with God? 

 

Aboriginal Proverb 

We are all visitors  

to this time and place. 

We are just passing through. 

 

Our purpose here  

is to observe, to learn, 

to grow, to love and then, 

to return home. 



 It’s the end of the month, lets 

catch-up! 

Come along, bring a friend, bring 

the kids,  share a dish at our 

monthly catch-up morning tea 

next Sunday 25 August after our 

9:30AM Mass in the church foyer.   

SACRAMENT OF FIRST EUCHARIST  

A gentle reminder that we have our second adult education session for First Eucharist 

next Wednesday 21 August 2019 at 7:30PM in the Multipurpose Room, Sacred Heart 

Primary School.  If you have any questions please contact Michele. 

Music and singing 
As you know music and singing is not one of my strong points.  Yet I am the first to agree 

that music and singing at Mass has a profound effect on our liturgical celebrations.  So we 

need your help! 

A number of parishioners have shown interest in organising/joining a choir to enhance our 

parish weekend Masses. 

At present we have music at the 9.30am and the 5pm Masses.  It would be wonderful if 

more people can be involved in this most important ministry.  Could you please fill-in the 

information sheet in the foyer to determine your Mass preference.  We will shortly organise 

a meeting for all interested parties. 

Weekly Reflection  

Nothing really goes away until it has taught us what we need to know. 

Really Bad Jokes 

 What did the stamp say to the envelope?  You stick with me and I will take you places! 

 “Name me five different animals, Johnny.”  “The dog, the dog’s brother, the dog’s sister, 

the dog’s cousin and the dog’s aunt.” 

 One day, fridges will take their revenge. They will burst into your bedroom in the middle 

of the night, switch the light on, stare at you for a few minutes and then leave. 

 When can you be sure a snail is lying to you?  When he says he’s not home. 

 Two vampires are catching up and one says, “Yeah, I’ve recently become vegan.”  

“Seriously?” says the other, “and what do you eat then?”  “Blood oranges.” 

 I bet you 125851265228542 dollars that you didn’t bother to read that number. You just 

cruised right over it, didn’t you? You didn’t even notice I put a letter in it. Well I didn’t – 

but you went and looked anyway. My, you are quite predictable!  



The Generosity of Forgiveness 

In his spiritual autobiography, Gandhi talks about his shortcomings as a parent, 

particularly about not giving enough time to his family.  He speaks of not giving his 

children enough of an academic education because he was more concerned with a 

moral one.  His eldest son, he wrote “has often given vent to his distress privately 

before me and publicly to the press; the others have generously forgiven this  

failure as unavoidable.”  Upon reflection it might appear surprising that Gandhi  

uses the word ‘generosity’ express the idea of forgiveness.  Like other generous 

acts, forgiveness requires that we move away from our self-focused perspectives 

and make overtures to another.  Forgiveness is particularly generous because it 

requires putting aside our own legitimate hurts in order to re-establish friendships 

and hopefully develop a deeper means of engagement.   

So often we only think of the concept of generosity in terms of finances.   

Gandhi reminds us that forgiveness draws us beyond the self-hurt we ardently hold 

secure especially when our hurt is legitimate.   

This explains the term “to err is human to forgive is divine.”  In and through  

forgiveness we learn to grow as generous listeners to our very soul.  When we 

generously forgive we reflect the nature of the divine and our soul becomes 

blessed.  To forgive is one of the most difficult aspects of our very humanity.  It  

requires a deep sense of self and a willingness to move beyond the self at the 

same time.  True forgiveness is not for the faint hearted.   

Do you have the strength to forgive? Jesus’s last words was to encourage and 

challenge us to forgive.  My advice is to begin with yourself and journey outward.  I 

have come to realize the most difficult challenges we will ever confront lies within.   

It takes a strong person to say sorry  

but  

a much stronger person to forgive.  



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Thursday 7.00pm 

Tuesday Wednesday,  

Friday & Saturday 9.15am.  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Hall Hire 
Please contact Presbytery office. 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,689.50 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annually) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; 

and look on the face of your anointed one; 

one day within your courts 

is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

Lord, come to my aid! 

I waited, I waited for the Lord; 

and he stooped down to me; 

he heard my cry. 

the people he has chosen as his own.   
  

 He drew me from the deadly pit, 

the miry clay. 

He set my feet upon a rock 

and made my footsteps firm..   
 

He put a new song into my mouth,  

praise of our God. 

Many shall see and fear  

and shall trust in the Lord. 

As for me, wretched and poor, 

the Lord thinks of me. 

You are my rescuer, my help,  

O God, do not delay.   
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia alleliua! 

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; 

I know them, and they follow me. 

Alleluia! 
 

Readings for this week 
20th week in ordinary time; Year C 

First Reading:   Jeremiah 38: 4-6; 8-10 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 39: 2-4, 18 

Second reading:   Hebrews 12: 1-4 

Gospel:  Luke 12: 49-53 

Readings for next week   

21th week in ordinary time; Year C 

First Reading:   Isaiah 66: 18-21 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 116 

Second reading:   Hebrew 12: 5-7, 11-13 

Gospel :  Luke 13: 22-30 

Question: How meaningful is your relationship with God?  Answer:  To the extent God informs your decision 


