
 Parish Priest  Parish Secretary    
 Fr. John Madden     Michele Agustin-Guarino      

 

Parish Office, 116 Cotham Road, Kew 

P.O. Box 3221, Cotham L.P.O. Kew 3101 

 Office Closed on Mondays   

Office Hours Tuesday to Friday, 8.30am—3pm 

Telephone 9853 6701   Mobile 0431 635 068 (Emergency Only) 

Email: sacred.heart.parish.kew@gmail.com     Website: www.shkew.org.au 

Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
21th Sunday in Ordinary Time 25 August 2019 

The Kingdom of God 
Our gospel today tells us that “many will try to enter it and will not 
succeed.”  This challenges our post Christian ‘user-friendly’ image of 
God.  I hear again and again “I do not have to come to Mass to prove 
that I am a good person.”  I find this statement ridiculous.   
Coming to Mass is fundamentally connecting with God and listening to 
what God has to say.  It is actively belonging to a faith that is challenging 
and transformative at the same time.   
There is the story of a child who said to his parents “the teacher said we 
ought to go to church” to which the mother replied “only old or boring 
people go to church and we can pray at home” to which the child replied, 
“but we don’t pray at home do we”.   

The Basic rule of Spirituality 
There are a lot of rules we are told to follow.  Jesus tells us that in reality 
there are only two.  The first and the most important is to love God with all 
your heart and your mind and with all your strength.  The richness of our  
relationship with God is of primary importance as it directly determines the 
quality of our relationship with others.  The more time we give to the sacred 
the more tolerant we are with others even with their imperfections.  I always 
find it interesting with people who claim they are ‘spiritual’ but seldom if ever 
say a prayer.   
You cannot be spiritual without a meaningful prayer life.   
 

Loving neighbour is secondary and follows the first.  Most people can more 
easily identify with the second part of the commandment but the first is  
seldom addressed.  To be truly spiritual you must have both.  They are like 
the two sides of the one coin.  How meaningful an important is your prayer 
life?  Do you consider yourself a spiritual person and if so why?  

Prayer is the most powerful force on earth because is gives us the 
strength to transform ourselves.  Prayer is for our benefit as it adds 
nothing to God.  Be a person of daily prayer it will change your life!   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who helped with our working bee last Saturday.  It was wonderful to  

see people cleaning our church for the celebrations of our 1st Eucharist children this 

weekend.  It is much appreciated.  Also if you have time take a good look at our  

garden.  The effort and hard work of so many is paying off.  The place looks warm and 

inviting.  I have had a number of people stop to say how impressed they are by the 

changes we have made.  Recently I even noticed people in the garden taking photos.  

So well done to one and all!   

Music and singing 

 
Meet on: Sunday  

Date:  September 8th  

Time:  10.30am  

Venue: Church Foyer  

 

Congratulations to all our children who are celebrating their  

1st Eucharist this weekend  

As I have said before music is not my strongest 

point.  Yet I am the first to agree that good music 

and singing enhances the liturgy and makes the 

Mass a more joyous occasion.   

There is no singing at the 6pm Mass and at the  

other Masses we rely on just a handful of people.  

The songs we sing are somewhat dated.  This is an 

aspect of our liturgical celebrations which we need 

to address.   

Wouldn’t it be great to have a school choir.  We are 

only limited by our lack of commitment.   

The responsibility always lies elsewhere.  So lets  

enhance our liturgy please join our music ministry.   



Our Parish Father’s Day Celebration 
Our Father’s Day celebration will be highlighting the importance all of our fa-
thers, male guardians, grandfathers, brothers and any male mates or mentors in 
our parish.  Please join us for morning tea on Sunday 1 September after our 
9:30AM Mass in the church foyer.  Let’s make this a wonderful opportunity to 
celebrate the male role models that play a significant part in our lives. 

The scriptures: ‘The Word of God’ always challenges.  God’s authentic 
Word is there to make us uncomfortable.  God’s Word challenges our  
ignorance of the spiritual, forces us to confront our own sinfulness, gives 
us advice and direction for life, offer authentic happiness, demands we  
review our priorities, gives authentic values and meaning; the list goes 
on and on.   
The importance of coming to Church is that we hear what GOD has to 
say in the sacred scriptures.  This is not the voice of a God of our  
imagining or a God who is to make me feel happy.  Rather it is the GOD 
who offers us the gift of eternal life and the Kingdom of Heaven but only 
for those who truly seek it.  Our Gospel is clear; “many will try to enter 
and will not succeed”.  We cannot say we weren’t warned.   
What choice have you made?   

Our Church is a Sacred Place.   

Turn off your phone. 
It is possible that on entering this church, you may hear the Call of 

God.  On the other hand, it is not likely that he will contact you by 

phone.  Thank you for turning off your phone.  If you would like to talk 

to God, come in, choose a quiet place, and talk to him.  If you would 

like to see him, send him a text while driving. 
 

Checking your phone in church or texting Kills your conversation with God and is  

distracting to others who may wish to pray.  Be considerate of those who wish to pray. 



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Thursday 7.00pm 

Tuesday Wednesday,  

Friday & Saturday 9.15am.  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Hall Hire 
Please contact Presbytery office. 

1st Collection—this money is used to support 

Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$3,451.66 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annually) donations from last week.  

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; 

serve the servant who trusts in you, my God. 

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 
 

  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

Go out to all the world and tell the Good News. 

Or Alleluia! 

 

O praise the Lord, all you nations,  

Acclaim him al you peoples! 
  

 Strong in his love for us; 

he is faithful for ever.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleliua! 

I am the way, the truth; and the life, says the Lord; 

No one comets to the Father, except through me. 

Alleluia! 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O Lord; 

you bring forth bread from the earth  

and wine to cheer the heart. 

Or 

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, 

says the Lord,  

and I will raise him up on the last day. 

Readings for this week 
21th week in ordinary time; Year C 

First Reading:   Isaiah 66: 18-21 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 116 

Second reading:   Hebrews 12: 5-7, 11-13 

Gospel:  Luke 13: 22-30 

Readings for next week   

22th week in ordinary time; Year C 

First Reading:   Ecclesiasticus 3: 17-20, 28-29 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 67:4-7, 10-11 

Second reading:   Hebrews 12: 18-19, 22-24 

Gospel :  Luke 14: 1, 7-14 

Though for the week 
If you want a relationship with God you must first talk to him.   

Prayer is conversation with God.   

When last have you had a meaningful conversation with God?     


