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The need to Lament  
The powerless have always cried to God for justice.  Others weep over  

experiences of tragedy and loss.  If we do not have opportunities to lament, 

we become angry and vengeful.  Why has God done this to me?  I am a 

good person!  Why has God let this happen?  Lament puts us into serious 

communion with our God.  Jesus’ too lamented “my God, my God, why 

have you abandoned me.” How do we connect with an unresponsive God 

who seems to ignore our plight?  Is God obliged to change things?  Is God 

committed to us or not?   

The fact is that life can be cruel as people exploit our goodness for their 

own benefit.  Marriages disintegrate due to selfishness and stress; children 

take their parents for granted, corruption is rewarded, I could go on, but you 

get my drift.    Our misuse of our free-will and social liberties give rise to 

much that is wrong in our world both as individuals and collectively.  We 

have no right to point our finger and blame God.  God is not responsible for 

our actions. 

Likewise, nature can be cruel, God is not.  Nature is amoral as it takes a 

parent or child leaving darkness in its wake.  Life is like a game of chance 

one never knows what is around the next corner.   

I find some solace in today’s reading from Ecclesiasticus.   

God listens to the plea of the injured party.  He does not ignore the widow 

as she pours out her heart.  He listens to the orphan’s supplication and the 

humble person’s prayer carries to the cloud.   

The truth is that God is close to the broken hearted.  So, my advice is to get 
mad with God; shout and cry.  God is listening and such prayers are both 

cathartic and necessary.  God will not get upset or angry with you.  He is 
there to help and share your burdens so cry to him and he will sustain you 
in the darkest of times.  Do not censure your prayers that come from the 
heart as to so do renders our prayer illegitimate.  As the psalm for this 
week says; “The lord is near to the broken hearted; those whose spirit is 
crushed he will save.”  

It is interesting to note that most numerous genre in the Psalms is that of  
Lament! 



Stories reflecting the mind-set of some people  
Do these opinions carry elements of truth about our attitudes and perceptions?   
Are these opinions justified?   
 
Successful 
Thank you, God that I have a good job.  Mind you, I worked hard to get where I am and 
even harder to keep my position.  I think I can say that I have proved myself and consider 
myself successful.  I thank you that I have never had to live off unemployment benefits.  
Every cent I possess I have earned by study, hard work and determination.  I am not like 
those lay-abouts who are forever sponging on society.  They should be made to work  
instead of getting constant handouts from the government and charities.  They know how 
to play the system and exploit all that is available.  A hard day’s work is what they need 
but instead they are rewarded.  I thank you God that I am not like one of them.   
 
Church   
There is the story of a man who never went to church.  He said this prayer as he passed 
by: ‘Lord I thank you that I am not like this crowd who go in there to worship you each  
Sunday.  They say their prayers but what difference does it make to their lives?  They sit 
at the back of the church leaving the front seats empty and won’t move when asked.  They 
remain closed minded and are unwilling to change.  They just go through the motions.   

I am told they are an unfriendly bunch of people and see themselves as superior to  
everyone else.  They give each other a handshake as a sign of friendship, and I know that 
when they come out of church, they won’t even give each other the time of day.  They say 
they worship you, but I know different.  Just like the priests of today they are a bunch of  
hypocrites.  I give to charities, I help the poor, I am good to my neighbour, I am friendly 
and generous so why should I go to Mass?  I prefer to lie in bed and read a good book and 
spend time with my family.  I know I am no saint but at least I am not like one of them.’   
 
Marriage 
Thank you, Lord that my marriage is working out.  Of course, John and I have had our  
difficulties, but we have stuck together.  We work things out!  We are not like those others 
whose marriages are breaking up within a year or two from their wedding day.  The first 
sign of a problem and one or both of them make a dash for freedom.  Young people today 
just cannot take the rough with the smooth and I blame their parents for giving them too 
much and expecting nothing from them in return.  They are a spoiled selfish lot who have 
no resilience when it comes to relationships.  Thank God I am not like one of them.   
 
Family  
Thank you, God that my children are well-behaved and proper members of society.  They 
are committed to study and take their responsibilities seriously.  We, their parents have 
done a good job, mind you it has been hard work and not easy.  My husband had to take a 
second job to pay school fees and we struggle at times.  I am proud of what we have  
accomplished.  We made sure they had the right friends and good people around them.  
My eldest has just finished university with honours.   
When I look around at so many young people who are on drugs and get into trouble I  
wonder if they had good parents like us would things be different.  I blame the parents as 
an apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.  I know they are some who go astray despite their 
parent’s best efforts but that this is only a few.  I blame the parents who do not take their 
responsibilities seriously and let their children wonder the streets at night and get into  
trouble.  We all pay the price for their lack of commitment to their families.   

If you point a finger at someone remember there are three others  

pointing right back at you! 



2020 Annual Publications 

If you wish to purchase any of the following resources please let Michele know by  

1 November:  

Ordo 2020 - $12, Daily Mass Book 2020 - $22, Break Open the Word - $22. 

Thank you to the parishioners who have informed Michele.   

Thank you to Parents and children who organise our children’s Mass on 13 October 

2019  The feedback has been very positive so we hopefully be having a children’s  

Sunday Mass on a regular basis in 2010.   

Live-in companion sought for mature female  

A live-in companion is sought for a mature lady in the Kew area.  The person must be a  

non-smoker and some assistance with light daily household chores are required.  This does 

not include cleaning.  It would be helpful if the person had a current driving licence.   

For further information please contact Dianne on 0423666600 

Mass for our deceased families and friends 

We would like to invite you and your family to our evening Mass on Thursday 31  

October at 7 pm.  This Mass will be offered for the repose of the soul of your family 

member and friend who have passed away.   

What kind of room has no doors or windows?  

 

Six people tried to fit under a small umbrella, none of them got wet.  

How did they do it?  

 

Life is short smile while you still have teeth.  

 

People say nothing is impossible but as a retired person I do nothing every day.   

 

One advantage of talking to yourself is the knowledge that someone is listening. 

 

I am so good at sleeping I can do it with my eyes closed.   

 

A mushroom 

It wasn’t raining  

Our students  
Best of wishes to all who are sitting exams or  

finishing assignments at this time.  May the God  

of Wisdom inspire you.   



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Thursday 7.00pm 

Tuesday & Wednesday,  

Friday & Saturday 9.15am.  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish  

website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Church or Hall Hire 
Please contact Presbytery office. 

 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website 
https://shkew.org.au/faith-

formation 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; 

Turn to the Lord and his strength; 

Constantly seek his face. 
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

The Lord hears the cry of the poor.  
   

I will bless the Lord at all times,  

his praise always on my lips;  

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.  

The humble shall hear and be glad. R 
  

The Lord turns his face against the wicked  

to destroy their remembrance from the earth. 

The just call and the Lord hears   

and rescues them in all their distress. R 
 

The Lord is close to the broken-hearted;  

those whose spirit is crushed he will save.   

The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants. 

Those who hide in him shall not be condemned. R 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; 

and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. 
 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, as an perfect 

offering to God. 

Readings for next week   

30th week in ordinary time; Year C 

First Reading:  Ecclesiasticus 35: 12-14, 16-19 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 33:2-3, 17-19, 23 

Second reading:  St Paul to Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18 

Gospel:  Luke 18: 9 - 14 

Readings for next week   

31th week in ordinary time; Year C 

First Reading:   Wisdom 11: 22-12:2 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 144:1-2, 8-11, 13-14 

Second reading:  St Paul to Thessalonians 1:11– 2:2 

Gospel:  Luke 19: 1 - 10 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$3,385.15 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

 

Please pray for our children who will be receiving 

the Sacrament of Confirmation next weekend 


