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In March 1931 Gandhi with eight others set out to walk two hundred miles to the sea in 
order to defy a government ban which prevented the people from taking salt from the 
sea.  The following is a story told of what occurred as part of this journey.   
Gandhi was well known to be a staunch opponent of the iniquitous cast system of  
India.  He especially abhorred the treatment meted out to the untouchables, that is, 
those belonging to no caste, and who were the rejects of Indian society.  He  
considered this to be ‘a blot on the soul of India’.  One evening he and his followers 
arrived at a large and prosperous village.  Gandhi knew that a lot of untouchables lived 
there.  The villagers gave him a great welcome.  The head of the village them  
approached him and invited him to stay in his house for the night, where he would be 
able to take a bath, have good food, a comfortable bed and a decent night’s sleep.  
Gandhi thanked him sincerely but refused his offer.  He asked ‘where are your  
untouchables? I want to stay with them.’ His actions shocked the village leaders and 
its respectable citizens.  Gandhi went and stayed with the untouchables in their hovels 
which was located next to the city dump on the outskirts of the city.   
They welcomed him with open arms, and he walked among them and became one 
with them.  He ate with them and laughed and played with their children and he called 
them ‘the children of God.’ 
Next morning, he had to leave the untouchables behind and continue on his journey.  
But by staying with them he had given them a sense of their own dignity.  He had 
shown them just how important they were and so renewed their hope and sense of  
self-worth.  As a result of his action the village leaders gave him a frosty farewell.   
 

It is interesting how the truth makes people angry as they seek to avoid looking at 
themselves out of fear of what they might see.   

Sin is interesting to say the least.   
One of the difficulties we face as individuals and as a community is that we seldom if 
eve approach the concept of sin.  We ignore, deny, or reject the reality of sin.  Yet our 
scriptures tells us that sin is alive and well and part of our everyday lives.  How do you 
and I confront the reality of sin?   
 

Sin: a reality we must not deny 
“If you do not do well, sin is lurking at your door, its desire is for you, but you must  
master it.”  (Genesis 4:7: NRSV bible).   
 “But if you are ill disposed, is not sin at your door like a crouching beast  
hungering for you.” (Genesis 4:7: JB bible).  

Congratulations to all who celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation this weekend 

PTO  



The NRSV translation focuses on those who are envious of others.  Such people suffer 
from insecurity and measure success according to what they have rather than who they 
are.  Snobbery is a prime example of deep insecurity.  These people never have enough 
and often live beyond their means.  External appearances are everything one must be 
seen to be successful.  These are the people who remain emotionally  
immature and seek validation from others.  I am sure you can identify similar people in 
your own life.   
 

The image of a beast ready to pounce tell us much about the nature of sin itself.  It tells us 
that sin waits for an opportunity to pounce when we are:  
a) vulnerable.  
b) not taking care  
c) just distracted.   
The Jerusalem Bible translation identifies sin as something internal which we must master.  
The fact remains that Ill-disposed people are unhappy with life.  These people dislike 
themselves and take it out on others.  They remain unsatisfied as they try to control and 
dominate while isolating themselves.  The resulting insecurity only validates their desire to 
be in control thus creating a vicious circle.  I am sure you can identify similar people in 
your own life.  It is as if sin almost has an intelligence all of its own.   
 

When we place both translations together, we get a more nuanced understanding of sin.  
Sin lurks at the door of our hearts and minds.  It crouches waiting for an  
opportunity to pounce.  To master sin we need to be people who firstly identify our own 
sinfulness and then seek to master the shadow side of ourselves.   
Genesis tells us we must remain vigilant or sin will seek to influence our thoughts and  
behaviour.  It is a sad reality that the corrupt and sinful of this world appear to be the most 
successful.  The effect of social sin is that it limits our ability to free ourselves from such 
corruption.  While sin may be individual, evil is often collective and is much harder to  
control.   
 

Sin: a progressive deterioration in the human 
Sin begins in private, when people still have a sense of right and wrong.  But once people 
develop the habit of sinning the situation alters.  People gradually loose their sense of guilt 
and shame and consequently their sinful behaviour becomes acceptable.  In Genesis we 
are told the entire earth became corrupted because humankind is the essence of the 
world and so our corruption infects all of creation.   
 

When we look at what is happening to nature across the world it might be a reflection of 
the sinful state of humanity.  Nature is trying to tell us that all is not right with our world.  
How do we respond to this warning?  What is God trying to tell us?   
Our continued destruction of the natural world cannot continue.  Have we got the right to 
abuse our planet and exploit its riches just for financial gain?  Natures fragile beauty is 
both complex and profound.  She is asking for our help if only we have ears to listen and 
the will to act.   
Today many people seem to ignore the reality of sin in their lives.  Our present social ills 
tell us much about the true nature of sin and its influence on those in authority.  It seems 
as if we have forgotten the art of honest personal reflection while justifying actions of self-
indulgence at the expense of others.  Sin seeks to trip us up and act as a stumbling block 
(the meaning of the word Satan) .  The fact remains that sin ‘desires’ us.   
 

If you allow sin into your heart it will find a home there!  

The fact remains sin desires us! it draws us in.  It acts like a 

magnet so that we behave in ways we dislike in another. 

(Romans 7:14) 

 



2020 Annual Publications 

If you wish to purchase any of the following resources please let Michele know by  

1 November:  

Ordo 2020 - $12, Daily Mass Book 2020 - $22, Break Open the Word - $22. 

Thank you to the parishioners who have informed Michele.   

 

‘Break Open the Word’ is a good resource in preparation for the weekend  

Masses throughout the year, it gives some good insights into the Sacred  

Scriptures.   

Our Parish Celebration 
Lets have a feast together to celebrate our parish life on Sunday 8 December 

after our 9:30 am Mass.  Invite a friend, share your delectable Christmas dishes, 

and bring along some refreshing drinks to honour our parish achievements, 

health, and happiness.  Sign up sheets will be in our Church foyer.   

Sin comes in many forms, individually, within society itself, collectively, and  
internationally.  Remember the warning in Genesis sin ‘Desires’ our destruction.  Sin  
always demands payment and as scripture says the sins of the Father will be visited on 
the children.  
“forgiving the iniquity and transgressions and sin yet by no means cleaning the guilty but 
visiting the iniquity of the parents upon the children and the children’s  
children to the third and fourth generation.” (Exodus 34:7).   
While God may be forgiving we are to face the consequences of our actions or  
alternatively our lack of action.  Remember there are two types of sin omission and  
commission.  To do nothing can be just as sinful.   
 

Hopefully this gives us some idea of the nature of sin its complexity and its  
destructive ability.  The fact remains that sin does not give up.  It actively  
continues to seek our demise; to render us illegitimate in the eyes of God.  We ignore 
the persuasive power of sin at our peril.  Sin is alive and well in our world.    



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Thursday 7.00pm 

Tuesday & Wednesday,  

Friday & Saturday 9.15am.  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish  

website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Church or Hall Hire 
Please contact Presbytery office. 

 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website 
https://shkew.org.au/faith-

formation 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; 

be not far from me! 

Make haste and come to my help, 

O Lord, my strong salvation! 
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.  
   

I will give you glory, O God my King,  

I will bless your name for ever.  

I will bless you day after day  

and praise your name for ever. R 
  

The Lord is kind and full of compassion,  

slow to anger, abounding in love. 

How good is the Lord to all,   

compassion to all his creatures. R 
 

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,  

and your friends shall repeat their blessing.   

They shall speak of the glory of your reign 

and declare your might, O God. R 
 

The Lord is faithful in all his words 

and loving in all his deeds. 

The Lord supports all who fall 

and raises all who are bowed down.  R 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

God loved the world so much, he have his only Son, 

that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

You will show me the path of life, 

the fullness of joy in your presence, O Lord. 

Readings for next week   

31th week in ordinary time; Year C 

First Reading:   Wisdom 11: 22-12:2 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 144:1-2, 8-11, 13-14 

Second reading:  St Paul to Thessalonians 1:11– 2:2 

Gospel:  Luke 19: 1 - 10 

Readings for next week   

32th week in ordinary time; Year C 

First Reading:   Maccabees 7: 1-2, 9-14 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 16:1, 5-6, 8, 15 

Second reading:  St Paul to Thessalonians 2:16– 3:5 

Gospel:  Luke 20: 27 - 38 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,360.96 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

 


