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Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
Second Sunday of Advent 8 December 2019 

Do you love dressing up?  Then come along and dress up as shepherds, Mary,  
innkeeper, Joseph, kings, angels, and animals such as kangaroos, koalas, possums,  
donkeys, chicken, mice, zebra, sheep, elephant, cow, emu, platypus, crocodile, parrot, 
monkey, horse, fox, lion, seal, snake, frog, bug, panda, sloth, and llama.  It will be a fun 
Christmas Eve Mass, onTuesday24 December at 5:30pm.  There is no age limit!!! 

Sacred Heart Parish Bridge Club?  Have you ever played bridge? If you are interested to learn or 

wish  to play the card game of bridge regularly.  Please register your interest with Michele. 

The Season of Advent  

Advent is a wonderful exciting time in our church year.  It is a time of expectant hope.  

It is a time of joy and anticipation.  So what are you doing spiritually this Advent?  

How might you make this spiritual time a time of hope and celebration in your life?   

Advent is a time of Spiritual renewal, an invitation to pray, to reflect on all that is good 

in your life.  So again I ask you to make time for God and your life will be blessed.  

This is the season for us to be grateful, to celebrate; a time of joy and hope.   

Don’t just get caught up in the rat-race rather do something different—make time for 

yourself and your loved ones.  Enjoy this most important season of our church year.  

Make peace with yourself, open your heart, and listen to your soul.    

A prayer for you and I, the people of Sacred Heart Parish  

During this season of Advent inspire us not to be greedy for material possessions 

but to seek justice and truth.  Confer on us the gift of Spiritual wisdom, to be people 

of deep personal prayer.  Stir within us a deep appreciation for all that is beautiful 

in our world.  May we be people of generosity and compassion, but most  

importantly help us to make time for you, our God.   

In the Catholic Church, Advent is a period of preparation extending over the four Sundays 

before Christmas. The word Advent comes from the Latin advenio, "to come to," and  

refers to the birth of Christ.  It also refers to how we might come to fully accept Christ in 

our lives through his gift of grace and finally his return at the end of time.  How might you 

https://www.learnreligions.com/when-does-advent-start-541630
https://www.learnreligions.com/christmas-important-christian-holiday-542467


Our Modern Story for our time —The Stranger ! 

In the 1960s my parents met a stranger who had come to our town.  They were fascinated 

by this enchanting newcomer and soon invited him to live with us.  This stranger was  

quickly accepted and became part of the family.  In fact, he was always there.  As I grew 

up, I never questioned his place in the family and he even had his own special place in the 

living room in our home.   

My parents were good honest hardworking people.  Both did their best to bring us up as 

model citizens with good values and a deep personal faith.  They helped us in all areas of 

life challenging and supporting us at the same time.   

My parents had strong moral convictions, no swearing, treat people with respect, have  

integrity, go to Mass on Sunday, no sex before marriage, live a decent life and do not  

dishonour yourself.   

Over a long time, our visitor however did not feel obliged to honour our parent’s beliefs.  

Profanity was not allowed yet our visitor, now a member of the family, got away with four-

letter words and sometimes I saw my parents blush by what he said.  This stranger never 

stopped talking in fact he never stopped challenging our values and life choices.  Nothing 

was taboo for him, sexual promiscuity, violence, corruption, drug taking; the list goes on.  

He talked freely.  His comments were sometimes blatant, sometimes suggestive, and  

generally embarrassing.  Time after time, he opposed the values of my parents, yet he was 

seldom rebuked and never asked to leave.  He was the cause of much discussion and  

disagreement within our family.  I am only now beginning to understand the influence he 

had over us and not all of it was good.   

Many years have passed since this stranger moved into our home.  He has blended right in 

but mostly I find him dull.  I now reject most of what he says and seldom listen to him.  He 

still sits in his usual place waiting for someone to listen and to draw us in.  We call him the 

television! 

Mr. Television now has a wife we call the Mrs. computer.  She is much more seductive and 

has opened us up to the world of the web.  This web has profoundly changed all our lives 

and has become indispensable for individuals and society itself.  Yet she too is fraught with 

danger and has a dark side which can trap the unsuspecting and innocent alike.  Like a 

vampire she feeds off time, our time, and her hunger is never abated.   

Mr television and Mrs computer had a child.  He is called the I-Phone.  This child is utterly 

demanding and requires our immediate attention.  We bring him everywhere with us and 

immediately obey his every command.  He has become an essential part of our lives and is 

most addictive in his ability to control.  Even in Church we have him by our side, checking 

to see if there is a message, always ready to answer his call.  We even leave the Mass in 

order to answer its call while putting God on hold!   

The truth is that our phones demand our attention God only invites.   

The average person checks their mobile phone 120 times a day. 
 

Is your phone still on – silent mode- waiting, ever demanding?   

Our televisions, computers and mobile phones have become indispensable.   

We spend wasteful time on our computers and on our mobile phones but do we make time 

for what is truly important?  
 

What will you be really celebrating this Christmas?   

Remember to make time for you soul this Advent and Christmas.   



Christmas Mass Times  
Tuesday 24 December 2019, Christmas Eve 5.30 pm & 7.30 pm 

Wednesday 25 December 2019, Christmas Day 9.30 am 
 

Thursday 26 December 2019, St. Stephen’s day - No Mass 

 

Friday 27 December 2019, 9:15 am 

Saturday 28 December 2019, 9:15 am and 6.00pm  

Sunday 29 December 2019, 9:30 am - Morning tea after Mass  

Evening Mass is at 5 pm 

 

New Year's Eve, Tuesday 31 December 2019, 9:15 am 

New Year's Day, Tuesday 1 January 2019, 7 pm 

The Four Candles of Advent.   

Hope  The hope of the Maji & God’s hope for our world  

Love The Love of Mary and Joseph and God’s love for us 

Joy   

Peace 

Job Interview  

I have a very good feeling about my job interview today.  

The manager said they were looking for somebody responsible. 

I explained they needn’t worry in my last job, they always said that I was the one responsible!   

An Ethical Response to Slavery and Indentured Labour   

The estimate is that about 750 million people, or a tenth of the world’s population, is poor 

according to the USD 1.90-per-day standard.  Every 10 cents added to this poverty line 

adds almost 100 million more people to the global poverty headcount (a trend that continues 

up to around the mark of USD 3.50-per-day). 

In looking at the internet it appears that the Global Slavery Index on a country-by-country 

estimate of people living in modern slavery it is estimated that 40.3 million people are being 

exploited.  https://www.globalslaveryindex.org/2019 

 

So, what can you and I do to help eradicate modern exploitation and slavery?  Please do 

some research regarding the supplier of the goods you may purchase.  Are these  

companies morally and socially ethical?  Suppliers shall not use forced, bonded or  

indentured labour.  The sweat-factories of unethical companies may produce some of the 

products you will purchase during the Christmas period.  Companies should require a Code 

of Conduct, including those related to humane labour conditions, child labour, humane  

treatment, working and living conditions, and appropriate wages and benefits.   

So please think before you buy.  

https://www.globalslaveryindex.org/2019


MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday & 

Saturday 9.15am.  

Thursday 7.00pm 
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish  

website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Church or Hall Hire 
Please contact Presbytery office. 
 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website 
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

Readings for this week   

Second Sunday of Advent; Year A 

First Reading:    Isaiah 11: 1-10 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 71: 1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 

Second reading:  St Paul to Romans 15: 4-9 

Gospel:  Matthew 3: 1-12 

Readings for next week   

Third Sunday of Advent; Year A 

First Reading:    Isaiah 35: 1-6, 10 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 145: 6-10 

Second reading:  St James 5: 7-10 

Gospel:  Matthew 11: 2-11 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$  (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

O people of Sion, be hold, 

The Lord will come to save the nations,  

And the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard 

in the joy of your heart. 
 

  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace 

for ever. 
   

O God, give your judgement to the king, 

to a king’s son your justice, 

that he may judge your people in justice 

and your poor in right judgement. R 
 

In his days justice shall flourish  

and peace till the moon fails. 

He shall rule from sea to sea, 

from the Great River to earth’s bounds. R 
  

For he shall save the poor when they cry 

and the needy who are helpless. 

He will have pity on the weak 

and save the lives of the poor. R 
  

May his name be blessed for ever 

and endure like the sun. 

Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 

all nations bless his name. R 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight hi paths: 

all people shall see the salvation of God. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, 

And behold the joy which comes to you from God. 


