
 Parish Priest  Parish Secretary    
 Fr. John Madden     Michele Agustin-Guarino      

 

Parish Office, 116 Cotham Road, Kew 

P.O. Box 3221, Cotham L.P.O. Kew 3101 

 Office Closed on Mondays   

Office Hours Tuesday to Friday, 8:30am-3pm 

Telephone 9853 6701   Mobile 0431 635 068 (Emergency) 

Email: sacred.heart.parish.kew@gmail.com     Website: www.shkew.org.au 

Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
Third Sunday of Advent 15 December 2019 

Thank you to all who helped by attending our working bee 
It was good to see people again giving their time and talents to making our church 

and grounds beautiful for Christmas.  Your commitment to our parish is greatly 

appreciated.  I ask that God may bless you for your generosity of Spirit.   

It is wonderful to have such people as part of our parish.  We are deeply enriched 

by your presence.    Fr. John  

Do you love dressing up?  Then come along and dress up as shepherds, Mary,  
innkeeper, Joseph, kings, angels, and animals such as kangaroos, koalas, possums,  
donkeys, chicken, mice, zebra, sheep, elephant, cow, emu, platypus, crocodile, parrot, 
monkey, horse, fox, lion, seal, snake, frog, bug, panda, sloth, and llama.  It will be a fun 
Christmas Eve Mass, onTuesday24 December at 5:30pm.  There is no age limit!!! 

Thanks to one and all who attended our Christmas Party.   



The Old Woman and her God 
Her face, old with life lived, eyes filled with peace and patient waiting.  
I remember I asked her of her God and how it was. 
Her eyes closed and I felt a stranger to her world. 
Then slowly and certainly she gave me these words. 
 
There are times when I look into lives and wince with the suffering I see, 
smile with the laughter I hear. 
I am fascinated by the first cry, 
awed by the last breath. 
I am amazed by the complexity of nature.   
I remain shocked by the brutality of people, 
but warmed by the love and courage of most. 
Within all this living I am touched by meaning and destiny. 
I know I am not alone; I am one with the universe.   
 
There are other times, times when I stand alone with the night. 
I look up aware of space beyond space.  
The vastness of the universe belittles me. 
Then I remember I too am made of stardust. 
I experience mystery, beyond mystery in the darkness of the night. 
I know I am not alone; I am one with the universe.   
 
There are times too when the sun carries more than warmth. 
It warms my heart when I feel overburden.   
It reminds me to hope.   
It reminds me of the fire of love within each of us that can not be extinguished.   
How it warms my soul and guides my search for the truth. 
I know I am not alone; I am one with the universe.   
 
Within me I find the gift of peace.   
This quiet space opens me up to more than myself.   
Like the vastness of the universe I stand alone with my maker. 
No words required just a deep comfortable knowing. 
I know I am not alone; I am one with the universe and my God.   

THANK’ S FROM ST VINNIES KEW CONFERENCE 
The Kew Conference of St Vincent de Paul Society thanks the parishioners of Sacred 
Heart for your generous support and donations during the recent Christmas Appeal. 
Approximately $1,500 was donated plus an excellent assortment of food, toiletries 
and gifts. The distribution of these to the needy within both our local Kew community 
and Fitzroy has commenced. You have made Christmas a more joyful time for those 
we serve. 

The Lack of a Spiritual Commitment 
The problem facing us today is that we painstakingly search for a better material world  
without a parallel quest for spiritual advancement.  The result is that we hover between 
hope and anxiety as we experience a spiritual void.  This lack of the spiritual  
commitment creates a sense of unease.  As Spiritual beings, we, at our core, remain 
unfulfilled.   
 



The call of my Maker.   
Funny isn’t it that we get so busy with life that we forget to live.  The worries and 
troubles, the aspirations, the desire to succeed, family life all compete with our time.  
They say time is the greatest thief of all as it gradually takes all we have, our youth, 
our health, our ambitions, and finally life itself.  I don’t know if I agree but I do know 
that we don’t get our time back.  Each day swiftly runs its course and time seems to 
pass more quickly as we get older.  The days, months and years, are like a watch in 
the night gone in the blink of an eye.  What have I gained for all my labour?  Am I 
any wiser for all my years?  Have I really gained wisdom of heart?   
 
Strip yourself of your occupation, your status, your relationships and who are you?  
In other words what have you really learnt?  Have you found the true meaning and 
purpose for your life?  This is the ultimate question.  What is your answer?  

The gift of Silence—a personal reflection 
Within me I relish the quiet times when I meet myself. 
For within me there are many lives but only one soul. 
This quiet space within calls me to great silence. 
It is here I find truth; meaning beyond words. 
This silence embraces and caresses my spirt.  
It cradles my soul.   
Here I experience the origin of my being. 
I know I am not alone.   

Silence speaks when wards 

are un-necessary or inadequate  

God speaks to us without saying a word  

What happens to elves when they behave naughty? Santa gives them the sack. 
What kind of music do elves listen to? Wrap. 
What is a snowman’s favorited breakfast? Ice Crispies. 
What’s the best Christmas Present? A broken drum - you can't beat it. 
What falls at the North Pole but never gets hurt? Snow. 
What never eats at Christmas dinner? The turkey – it’s stuffed. 
How do you know Santa is good at karate? He has a black belt! 
What do you call an old snowman? Water. 

Gaudete Sunday 
We today as God’s people celebrate the gift of Joy.  It is ‘Gaudete Sunday’ the 
third Sunday of Advent.  It means to rejoice, to celebrate, to laugh, and be happy, 
to be joyful.  I believe that for so many of us God plays a most important place in 
our lives.  He is our hope and our joy.  God gives purpose and meaning to our 
lives as we experience his presence in the core of our being.  This is what true 
religion offers.  May this week especially be a week full of JOY! 



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday & 

Saturday 9.15am.  

Thursday 7.00pm 
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish  

website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Church or Hall Hire 
Please contact Presbytery office. 
 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website 
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

Readings for this week   

Third Sunday of Advent; Year A 

First Reading:    Isaiah 35: 1-6 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 145: 6-10 

Second reading:  St James 5: 7-10 

Gospel:  Matthew 11: 2-11 

Readings for next week   

Fourth Sunday of Advent; Year A 

First Reading:    Isaiah 7: 10-14 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 23: 1-6 

Second reading:  St Paul to Romans 1: 1-7 

Gospel:  Matthew 3: 18-24 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,614.36 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 

Indeed, the Lord is near. 
 

  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

Lord, come and save us.  

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, 

who is just to those who are oppressed. 

It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 

the Lord, who sets prisoners free. R   
 

 

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,  

who raises up those who are bowed down,  

the Lord, who protects the stranger 

and upholds the widow and orphan. R 
 

It is the Lord who loves the just 

but thwarts the path of the wicked. 

The Lord will reign for ever, 

Zion’s God, from age to age. R 
 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 

he sent me to bring Good news to the poor. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. 

Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 

Spend some quiet time this week and listen to your soul. 
Let the voice of God speak to your heart. 


