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Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 22 December 2019 

2020 Sacred Heart Parish Calendar of Celebrations 

Sacred Heart Parish is a proud, welcoming and thriving multicultural community 

lets celebrate our blessings in 2020.  Join in some of our upcoming events: 

 Lantern Festival—Sunday 16 February 2020, 10:15 am 

 St Patrick’s Day—Sunday 15 March 2020, 10:15 am 

 Sacred Heart 130th Birthday - Saturday 13 June 7:30 pm.  This will be  

catered, semi formal dress code, booking is essential as numbers are limited.   

 More information will be provided  

Christmas Mass Times  

Tuesday 24 December 2019, Christmas Eve 5.30 pm & 7.30 pm 

Wednesday 25 December 2019, Christmas Day 9.30 am 

 

Thursday 26 December 2019, St. Stephen’s day - No Mass 

 

Friday 27 December 2019, 9:15 am 

Saturday 28 December 2019, 9:15 am and 6.00pm  

Sunday 29 December 2019, 9:30 am - Morning tea after 

Silence speaks when words 

are un-necessary or inadequate  

Spend some quiet time this week and listen to your soul. 
Let the voice of God speak to your heart. 

The 4 stages of life:  

1. You believe in Santa Claus  
2. You don't believe in Santa Claus  
3. You dress up as Santa Claus  
4. You look like Santa Claus  

Many thanks to all who have worked so hard in  

preparing our Church for Advent and Christmas.  

Your commitment to our parish is deeply appreciated 

and many have commented on how beautiful the 

church looks at this time of the year.   

Every Blessing Fr. John  



What Does The Christmas Angel Look Like? 
Angels come in all shapes and sizes; all ages and skin types. 
For example, the little old lady who returned your purse last week. 
They come disguised as enemies, teachers, students, even the homeless. 
Like the person who told you that your eyes light up the world, when you smile. 
They don't take life too seriously, they travel light. 
Remember the small child who showed you the wonder in simple things. 
An angel leaves no forwarding address, they ask nothing in return. 
Think back to the friend who touched your heart, when you didn't think you had a friend 
in the world who understood your situation.   
Some cherubs have freckles, some have dimples, think of some with wrinkles, some 
without. 
They are hard to find when your eyes are closed, but when you choose to see, angels 
are everywhere you look. 
So, open your eyes and count all your Angels; for you are truly blessed. 
 

Our need of Silence –a Personal Reflection  
Within me I relish the quiet times when I meet myself. 
For within me there are many lives but only one soul. 
This quiet space within calls me to great silence. 
It is here I find truth; meaning beyond words. 
This silence embraces and caresses my spirt.  
It cradles my soul.   
Here I experience the origin of my being. 
I know I am not alone.   

God speaks to us in t he silence of 

our hearts.  Are you listening?   

The Four Candles of Advent.   

Hope  The hope of the Maji & God’s hope for our world  

Love The Love of Mary and Joseph and God’s love for us 

Joy  God offers his Joy to our world “Joy to the World” 

Peace Peace is when we truly accept ourselves as loved by God  

Friends and Parishioners 

To all I wish to express my sincere gratitude for your 

ongoing support of me as your Parish Priest.  The 

generosity and kindness you have shown throughout 

the year speaks for itself.  I am most grateful for the 

gifts and cards I have received as we approach 

Christmas.  May this Christmas Season be a time of 

joy, happiness and peace for you and those you love.   

May God bless you and keep you in his loving care.  Fr. John  



God is Good for You 
This is a reflection taken from the book ‘God is good for you’ by Greg Sheridan.   
‘In our society Christianity is in radical decline and a culture without a religious  
believe will form a very different human being..........God may not be dead to the  
individual, but he will be hiding in society, and banished from public conscience........     
The decline of Christianity and religious practice will change us in ways we cannot 
imagine.’   
I read this book over my holiday and found it interesting as it confronts the demise of 
Christianity and the consequences this may bring us personally and socially.  
 
As I reflect on his words, I can only imagine a world where there will be no purpose 
beyond ourselves, which for me is a frightening thought.  What will we replace our 
religion with and how will this feed the hunger in our souls?  The rot has already set 
in as religious beliefs is on the nose and those in authority mostly stay silent.  Maybe 
in time there will be a nostalgic desire to return to the practice of the faith, but will this 
be more a desire than an action?  Maybe God is allowing us to create our own self-
fulfilling future.  As a faith community declines how will the individual find a place to 
celebrate the sacred?  Parishes will close if indifference continues to replace  
practice.  As I said last week, the problem facing us is that we painstakingly search 
for a better material world without a parallel spiritual advancement.  The result is that 
we hover between hope and anxiety as we experience a spiritual void.  This lack of 
the spiritual commitment creates a sense of unease.  As Spiritual beings we, at our 
core, remain unfulfilled.  What does Christmas mean in the light of our present  
situation and what will it mean for our future?   

Christmas  
While I for one am the first to condemn the commercializing of Christmas and the 
pressure it places on families, I also recognise the joy Christmas offers.  There is a 
great outpouring of good will and a generosity of spirit that is not seen at other times 
of the year.  People who seldom if ever attend church remember the importance of 
belief however fragile in their lives.  At the busiest time of the year people  
reprioritise their values and make time for God.  Scattered families are united, and 
friendships strengthened.  More is done for the poor and homeless at this time of 
the year than at any other time.  We feel a sense of liberation and peace.  Hope and 
joy seem somewhat renewed in our troubled world.  We get a glimpse of what our 
world could be; a place of renewed hope and our hearts set on peace throughout 
the lands of the earth.  May Christmas be a time for all to renew and strengthen our 
desire for the sacred in life.  Let us begin by thanking God for all that is good and by 
committing ourselves to care for the earth and for all creatures who call this place 
home.   

For the Children  
What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire?  

 
 

What do you get when you combine a Christmas tree with an iPad? 
 
 
What do you call Frosty the Snowman in January in Australia? 

 
 

What Christmas song is hidden in the alphabet: 
"A B C D E F G H I J K M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z"? 

Frostbite 

A Pineapple 

A Puddle  



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday & 

Saturday 9.15am.  

Thursday 7.00pm 
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish  

website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday 6.30pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Church or Hall Hire 
Please contact Presbytery office. 
 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website 
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

Readings for this week   

Fourth Sunday of Advent; Year A 

First Reading:    Isaiah 7: 10-14 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 23: 1-6 

Second reading:  St Paul to Romans 1: 1-7 

Gospel:  Matthew 3: 18-24 

Readings for next week   

The Holy family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph; Year A 

First Reading:    Ecclesiasticus 3: 2-6, 12-14 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 127: 1-5 

Second reading:  St Paul to Colossians 3: 12-21 

Gospel:  Matthew 2: 13-15, 19-23 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$ 5,883.00 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annually) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, 

and let the clouds rain down the Just One; 

let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour. 
 

 
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.  
 

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, 

the world and all its peoples. 

It is he who set it on the seas; 

on the waters he made it firm. R   
 

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? 

Who shall stand in his holy place? 

The man with clean hands and pure heart, 

who desires not worthless things. R 
 

He shall receive blessings from the Lord 

and reward from the God who saves him. 

Such are the men who seek him, 

seek the face of the God of Jacob. R 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

The virgin will give birth to a son; 

His name will be Emmanuel: God-is-with-us. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; 

and his name will be called Emmanuel. 


