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Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
The Presentation of the Lord 2nd February 2020 

2020 Sacred Heart Parish Calendar of Celebrations 

Sacred Heart Parish is a proud, welcoming and thriving multicultural  

community lets celebrate our blessings in 2020.  Join in some of our  

upcoming events: 

* Lantern Festival—Sunday 16 February 2020, 10:15 am 

* St Patrick’s Day—Sunday 15 March 2020, 10:15 am 

* Sacred Heart 130th Birthday - Saturday 13 June 7:30 pm 

No one can prove the existence of God likewise no one can prove that God does not 
exist.  Therefore Atheism, like Christianity is also a faith – a belief that can not be 
proven.  I do not understand why people can believe in nothing except their own 
subjectivity.  In others words all life is absurd and the final absurdity is death.   

In a Thurmont, Maryland cemetery: 

Here lies an Atheist - all dressed up 

and no place to go. 

If you believe there is life after death, then how are you  
preparing for this reality?  Are you a person of prayer and 
reflection or do you seek to ignore the prompting of your 
soul?  We bring nothing with us into the next life as death is 
the great equaliser.  If you were to be given six months to 
live what changes would you make in the type of life you 
are now living?  In the end we must all present ourselves 
before the Lord as we confront the truth of our lives.   

Have you prayed today?  Did your pray yesterday?  Will you pray tomorrow?   



Is God on life-support? 

Imagine a life without God – Humanity becomes the measure of all things.  We will no  

longer be able to point the finger at God for, illnesses, human suffering, injustice, immoral 

and amoral behaviour, our lack of humanity.  After all it is ultimately God’s fault since God 

gave us free will.  We can no longer use or abuse God as our scapegoat blaming God for 

our stuff-ups.   

 

In our western society Christianity is in radical decline.  The death of God will form different 

human beings where subjectivity and the rise of the individual will replace our sense of  

belonging.  The effects of this will be vast as social institutions will lack the moral integrity 

needed for a social conscience and greed will supplant personal and social integrity.   

Our society needs God more than ever before.   

 

If I were God I would like to be released from the burden of humanity.  We seldom if ever 

deeply engage with God but at the same time expect God to lift our burdens, understand 

our small mindedness, defend our bigotry and accept our sinfulness.  A bit of a one-way-

street if you ask me.   

 

This weekend we celebrate the Presentation of the Lord.  It is a time to take stock and to 
look at our own response to our faith.  So how do you and I present before our God?  How 
well do you and I measure up?   

The God of Laughter and Fun 

One of the things I have learnt over the years is that God has a  

wonderful imagination and a great sense of humour.  Creation  

reflects the beauty of God and as such also shows his wisdom and 

quirkiness.  Creatures such as octopi, spiders, snakes, elephants and 

giraffes all show the wonderful imagination of our creator.  In these 

we can see the playfulness of God first hand.  Likewise, the laughter 

found in children and their playfulness also tells its own story.  Most 

of us see God as somewhat serious and stern yet a closer look sees a 

God at play.  As my faith matures, I can honestly say that God is fun 

to be with and brings much joy and happiness into my life.   

A man went to his lawyer and told him, "My neighbour owes me $500 and he won’t pay 
up. What should I do?" "Do you have any proof he owes you the money?" asked the law-
yer. "Nope," replied the man. "OK, then write him a letter asking him for the $5,000 he 
owed you," said the lawyer. "But it's only $500," replied the man. "Precisely. That’s what 
he will reply and then you’ll have your proof!" 
 

Though for the week 
If the right side of the brain controls the left side of the body, then lefties are the only 
ones in their right mind. 



Teacher: "What is the chemical formula for water?"  
Student: "HIJKLMNO."  
Teacher: "What are you talking about?"  
Student: "Yesterday you said it's H to O!" 
 
1. Name the one sport in which neither the spectators nor the participants know the 
score or the leader until the contest ends. 
2. What famous North American landmark is constantly moving backward?  
3 Of all vegetables, only two can live to produce on their own for several growing  
seasons. All other vegetables must be replanted every year. What are the only two  
perennial vegetables?  
4. What fruit has its seeds on the outside? 

Congratulations to Derry and Anna  

who have celebrated 50 years of marriage.   

Please remember that there is no Mass  

Tuesday or Wednesday this week 

Many thanks to all who contributed to our Bushfire Appeal. 

We collected $3,315.70 

Excluding this amount one person generously donated $2,000.   

Sacred Heart Parish Primary School 

Welcome back to our students, teachers and staff.  We hope the 2020 school 

year will be a time of growth, laughter and learning  for all you are involved in 

our school.  Wishing you every blessing, Fr. John  

The Gift of Death 
This week a good friend of mine died in Brisbane she was 90 years old.  One of the 
gifts of priesthood is that we are never far away from death.  Consequently, I remain 
conscious of my own mortality and the fragility of life.  I have met many who fear death 
primarily because of how they have lived their lives.  The compromises they have 
made to advance their ambitions seems less valid as they approach their own death.  
Likewise, their family life plays a major part in their ease or unease as they review 
their behaviour and decisions and how this has affected their loved ones.  Finally, their 
religious practice, or lack thereof, plays a significant role.   
 
Live your life to the full after all it is a gift! 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,628.20 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

Happy Birthday and Happy Deathday 

In each a journey ends as another begins. 



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Friday & Saturday 9.15am.  

Thursday 7.00pm 
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish  

website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday 6.20pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Church or Hall Hire 
Please contact Presbytery office. 
 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website 
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

Readings for this week   

The Presentation of the Lord; Year A 

First Reading:    Malachi 3:1-4 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 23: 7-10  

Second reading:  St Paul to Hebrews 2:14-18 

Gospel:  Luke 2: 22-40 

Readings for next week   

5th Sunday in ordinary time; Year A 

First Reading:    Isaiah 58: 7-10 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 111:4-9 

Second reading:  Corinthians 2:1-5  

Gospel:  Matthew 5: 13-16 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

Your Merciful love, O God, 

we have received in the midst of your temple. 

Your praise, O God, like your name, 

reaches the ends of the earth; 

your right hand is filled with saving justice. 
 

 
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

Who is the king of glory?  It is the Lord.  
  

O gates, lift up your heads; 

grow higher, ancient doors. 

Let him enter, the king of glory!   R 
 

Who is the king of glory? 

The Lord, the mighty, the valent, 

the Lord the valent in war. R   
 

O gates, lift high your heads; 

grow higher, ancient doors. 

Let him enter, the king of glory!  R 
 

Who is he, the king of glory? 

He, the Lord or armies, 

he is the king of glory.  R 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

This is the light of revelation to the nations, 

And glory of your people, Israel. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

My eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the sight of all the peoples. 

This is a time to reflect 

The presentation of the Lord is both an opportunity to look forward but also to look back 

and evaluate the past year.  This requires honest reflection and a desire for personal and 

spiritual growth for 2020.  How did I grow as a person during 2019?  Have I become more  

forgiving and accepting of others?  How has my spiritual life deepened and am I am more 

peaceful, reflective and prayerful person?  What have I learnt from the mistakes I made?   

What do I bring to 2020 and what do I hope to achieve this year in my personal and  

spiritual growth?   


