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Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
Fifth Week in Ordinary time Year A      9th February 2020 

2020 Sacred Heart Parish Calendar of Celebrations 

Sacred Heart Parish is a proud, welcoming and thriving multicultural  

community lets celebrate our blessings in 2020.  Join in some of our  

upcoming events: 

* Lantern Festival—Sunday 16 February 2020, 10:15 am 

* St Patrick’s Day—Sunday 15 March 2020, 10:15 am 

* Sacred Heart 130th Birthday - Saturday 13 June 7:30 pm 

Have you prayed today?  Did your pray yesterday?  Will you pray tomorrow?   

The Truth — The Whole Truth — Nothing but the Truth   
 

As I pondered the reading this week I am reminded of a family who came to me 

so their child could be enrolled in the local parish school.  As always I asked 

about their faith commitment, or lack thereof, and why they wanted their child to 

attend our Catholic School.  I was surprised by the honesty of their reply.   

I will always remember their words  
 

“I want my child to go to a go to a Catholic school because I believe it offers a 

better education, has better discipline and a bit of religion won’t do him any 

harm.” 
 

What I really appreciated by our conversation was this family’s total honesty and 

also their trust in me to tell me the truth.  As we continued our discussion I came 

to understand their supported of the church and their desire to belong.  They 

were not trying to exploit the situation to get what they wanted they were merely 

telling the truth.  So often I meet people who rely on the altar of expediency to get 

their desired result.   
 

I will always have fond memories of this family.  They spoke with  

integrity and truth and trusted their honesty would enable me to make the  

appropriate decision.  Such people are truly ‘the Salt of the Earth’.   



The God of Laughter and Fun 

One of the things I have learnt over the years is that God has a  

wonderful imagination and a great sense of humour.  Creation  

reflects the beauty of God and as such also shows his wisdom and 

quirkiness.  Creatures such as octopi, spiders, snakes, elephants and 

giraffes all show the wonderful imagination of our creator.  In these 

we can see the playfulness of God first hand.  Likewise, the laughter 

found in children and their playfulness also tells its own story.  Most 

of us see God as somewhat serious and stern yet a closer look sees a 

God at play.  As my faith matures, I can honestly say that God is fun 

to be with and brings much joy and happiness into my life.   

Salt of the Earth—Light of the World 
This week our readings ask if we are just going through the motions or do we live 
our faith to the full?   
The answer may be found in the following: 
 Am I a person that is cheerful and happy with my life? 
 What do I want from my life? 
 Do I spend time listening to my soul? 
 How healthy is my prayer life? 
 Am I a person who puts ambition before inner happiness? 
 How healthy is my family life? 
 Do I truly respect myself? 
 Did I belly-laugh today?   
 Am I a person who passionately celebrate my life? 
 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,993.76 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

Plush Reclining Theatre Seating 
As you know I have constantly asked people to move up to the front pews for Mass.  

Most ignore my request thinking I am speaking to someone else usually the person 

next to them.  Consequently it has been suggested by one lateral thinking parishioner 

that we remove the front pews and replace them with plush recline theatre seats.  While 

this may at first appear ridiculous upon reflection I believe it may have some merit.   

Initially we could purchase thirty seats at a reduced price.  So if there is someone who 

has contacts with a furniture firm please get in touch with us.  It might be just what we 

need to entice people to come to Mass regularly and hopefully sit up the front.   



Mass Times 2020 
As you know when I first arrived here, I reviewed the number of Masses and the times 

as our Mass in no way reflected the number of practicing parishioners.   

At present we have three Masses for the 300 parishioners who attend church regularly.  

Our biggest Mass is the 9.30am.  Saturday evening has around 50-60 people as does 

our 5pm Sunday Mass.  I personally believe given our numbers two Masses would  

suffice but am happy to continue with the present arrangements.   

 

Some school parents say that the reason they don’t attend Mass is that the times are 

problematic.  Saturday 6pm is meal-time and children have sports on Sunday Morning.  

Sunday 5pm is too late as their children are tired and have school the following  

morning.  Consequently, it may be time to review our Mass times once more. 

 

 Option #1  Leave the Mass times as they are. 

 Option #2  6pm Saturday evening and two Sunday morning Masses 8am and  

   9.30am but no Sunday evening Mass.   

 Option #3  6pm Saturday evening and 9am Sunday morning and 5pm Sunday  

   evening.   

 

The suggested Sunday morning Mass times can be altered to what people think is the 

best times e.g. 8.30am and 10am.  I’d appreciate your thoughts on the above before  

which will determine if any action is taken.   

 

If you can let me know by e-mail your preference it will give some indication of your 

wishes.  If required, we can then have a parishioner’s ballot to get a more exact  

account of parishioners’ preference.  I am happy to support your wishes.   

The growing indifference and negativity towards institutional religions will have a  

profound effect on our Australian culture.  Are we really interested in God and God’s 

message for our lives?  Do most of us keep God and our religion at a comfortable  

distance?  What difference does your religious faith really make to your life?  
 

I can honestly say, “I like God.”  Mind you, sometimes God drives me to distraction, but I 

cannot imagine a life without God.  God just makes sense of my life and is a central part 

of my reality.  Sound silly doesn’t it but God is good for me.  God, and my faith keeps me 

grounded.  As I pray and explore the Scripture readings I am often confronted by things 

about myself I do not like, spiritual insights I might otherwise miss and a wisdom that  

offers happiness and peace of mind.  Most people now say they consider themselves 

‘Spiritual’ but lack a basic understanding of what this means.  Navel gazing is the new 

spirituality and mindfulness has replaced the transcendent.  Has our God been reduced 

to the concept of mateship nothing more and nothing less?   

At the same time I see great hope for our future.  The decline of institutional authority in 

the Church may actually be the work of the Holy Spirit as reform can also be life-giving.  

The clericalisation I grew up with is all but gone and hopefully will be replaced by a new 

more inclusive priesthood.  More and more people are searching for authentic meaning 

and eternal truths.  While we may be experiencing doubt and confusion this is merely the 

birth pangs of a new age; a spiritual reformation.  As the power of the instructional 

Church decreases a new more authentic church will emerge from the ashes.  For our 

God will not abandoned us to our own sinfulness he will renew us from within.   



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Monday 9.15am  

Tuesday No Mass  

Wednesday—Saturday 9.15am.  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish  

website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday 6.20pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Church or Hall Hire 
Please contact Presbytery office. 
 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website 
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

Readings for next week   

6th Sunday in ordinary time; Year A 

First Reading:   Ecclesiasticus 15:15-20 

Responsorial Psalm:  118:1-2,4-5,17-18,33-34 

Second reading:   Corinthians 2:6-10 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:17-27 

Readings for this week   

5th Sunday in ordinary time; Year A 

First Reading:    Isaiah 58: 7-10 

Responsorial Psalm:  111:4-9 

Second reading:   Corinthians 2:1-5  

Gospel:  Matthew 5: 13-16 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

O come, let us worship God  

and bow low before the God who made us, 

for he is the Lord our God  
 

 
  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 
  

He is light in the darkness for the upright: 

he is generous, merciful and just. 

The good person takes pity and lends, 

he conducts his affairs with honour.     R 
 

The just person will never waver: 

he will be remembered forever. 

He has no fear of evil news  

with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord.    R   
 

With a steadfast heart he will not fear; 

open-handed he gives to the poor; 

his justice stands firm forever. 

His head will be raised in glory  R 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord, 

the person who follows me 

will have the light of life. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be consoled. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall have their fill. 

Reconciliation  
A time to repent.  As our children prepare to celebrate their Sacrament of Reconciliation it 

is a time for all of us to look at our lives honestly and with candour.  How can I become a 

more spiritual person?  What is God’s Word saying to me personally about my life?   


