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Man is Like a Tree    ה ד ֶ֔ ץ ַהשָֽ ֵ֣ ֙ם ע  דָֽ אָֽ ָֽ י ה  ִּ֤  כ 
One of the teachings of the Kabbalah is that each individual is like a tree.  As 

I prayerfully reflect on this concept I am reminded of the ‘Tree of Life’ in the 

garden of Eden.  We are all called to become the tree of life for others.  A 

tree is known by its fruits (Matthew 17:7) Even so every good tree produces 

good fruit; but a corrupt tree produces rotten fruit.  Likewise, the branches of 

a tree are there to offer shade and comfort to all manner of creatures.  So, 

do I offer protection and support for those who find life difficult?  The roots of 

a tree go deep giving strength and stability.  (Ps: 52:8a) But I am like a green 

olive tree in the house of God:  How deep does my faith go or is it just a  

surface faith with little or no depth?   

How has my faith allowed me to blossom and produce good fruit?  Our  

religion is like the trunk of a tree from which we stretch out our branches.  

These branches represent our lived experiences and so shape the type of 

tree (person) we become.  If we have a strong upright trunk then we need 

have little to fear.  Insects (life’s problems) will be unable to penetrate into 

the trunk, so the tree remains healthy.   

Our roots come from our spiritual ancestors, our Jewish family.  They are the 
source from which our spiritual beliefs are derived.  The speak of the  
unseen, all-powerful God who lives among us.   

Finally, I am often stopped by the beauty of a tree in flower or a magnificent 
ghost gum found in the woodlands.  There awesome majesty speaks louder 
than words.  In God’s eyes we too have the potential for awesome beauty by 
our commitment to our faith and our actions in our world of generosity,  
self-sacrifice and kindness.  What type of tree is your life producing and what 

shape will it become in the future.    

World Day of prayer 

St. Anne’s Church corner of Windella Avenue and 

Beresford Street. Kew East.  Friday March 6th 10am  

Communion to the Sick and Elderly  

Volunteers need to bring Holy Communion to Karana 

Old Folks Home for approx. 20 people each week.  If 

we have more than one volunteer this ministry can 

be shared so one is overburdened.    



What is that the best blessing a person can give to another? 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$1,975.00 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

 

If you see the moon you will see the beauty of God.  

If you see the sun you see the power of God.  

If you look into a mirror you see the best of God’s creation.  

So believe in yourself. 

Tips to reduce weight: Turn your head to the right, then to the left. Repeat the exercise 

each time you are offered something to eat.  If only it was that easy! 
 

Don't educate your children to get rich, educate them to be happy.  

When they grow up they will know the value of things not just the price. 
 

The one who loves you will never leave you, because even if there are 100  

reasons to give up he/she will find one reason to hold on. 
 

There is a lot of difference between a human being and being human.   

The Lantern Festival aims to Promote Reconciliation, Peace, & Forgiveness.   

'Spirituality of Human Life Stages', 'Discernment', 'The Human Experience of God' and other seminars 
and reflection days are soon to begin at Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral Formation at its 
new premises in Malvern. For more information and bookings, visit www.heartoflife.melbourne or 
email info@heartoflife.melbourne  or tel 9890 1101.  

Ecclesiasticus 15:15-20  

If you wish, you can keep the commandments, 

to behave faithfully is within your power. 

He has set fire and water before you; 

put out your hand to whichever you prefer. 

God has placed life and death before you, 

Whatever you like better will be given to you. 

For vast is the wisdom of the Lord; he is almighty and all-seeing. 

His eyes are on those who respect him and he notes  

every thought and action. 

http://www.heartoflife.melbourne/
mailto:info@heartoflife.melbourne


Mass Times 2020 
At present we have three Masses for the 300 parishioners who attend church regularly.  

Our biggest Mass is the 9.30am.  One response I received by a concerned  

parishioner is as follows:  “If God is placed last in family's priorities, then there is no time 

that will be deemed a perfect time.”  God knows if we miss Mass for a genuine reason 

of if it is just an excuse.  In looking at the responses received a considerable number 

have asked that the 9.30am Mass be changed to 8.30am or 9am.  I am happy with any 

of these options.   
 

Option #1  9.30 am Mass  

Option #2  9.00 am Mass  

Option #3  8.30 am Mass  
 

Can you please let us know your preference by the end of next week.  You can email or 

phone or cut out the above and give it to me or place it in the latter box at the door of 

the parish offices.   
 

Many thanks  Fr. John  

God Works Tirelessly for our World  

I can honestly say, I cannot imagine a life without God.  God just makes sense of my life.  

In other words without God most of my life would lack meaning.  My daily spiritual life 

keeps me grounded.  As I pray and explore the Scripture readings I am often confronted 

by things about myself I do not like, spiritual insights I might otherwise miss and a wis-

dom that offers happiness and peace of mind.   
 

Most people now say they consider themselves ‘Spiritual’ but lack a basic understanding 

of what it means.  Navel gazing is the new spirituality and mindfulness has replaced the 

transcendent.  This new ‘Spirituality’ replaces God with Good, i.e., with what I consider 

good for me.   
 

At the same time God works tirelessly for our world.  I see great hope for our future.  The 

decline of institutional authority in the Church may actually be the work of the Holy Spirit 

as reform can also be life-giving.  The clericalization I grew up with is all but gone and 

hopefully will be replaced by a new more inclusive priesthood.  More and more are 

searching for authentic meaning and eternal truths.  While we may be experiencing doubt 

and confusion this is merely the birth pangs of a new age; a spiritual reformation.  As the 

power of the instructional Church decreases a new more authentic Church will emerge 

from the ashes.   

Music and Singing ministry  

As you know Phillip and Louise are just wonderful the way the come here week after week 

so we can have music at our 9.30 am Mass.  For many many years their commitment has 

been  second to none.  Often such a commitment is taken for granted.  So it is time to offer 

our support to them and honour their faithfulness to us and our Mass.    

If you can play and instrument or sing your help would be greatly appreciated.  There will be 

an meeting on this Tuesday the 18th February at 7.30pm at the parish office.  Please come 

along and don’t just leave it to others.  I for one would like to see a more vibrant, lively 

Mass with our congregation joyfully joining in and participating more fully in the Mass.  Lets 

make our Masses a wholehearted celebration of our faith.   



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Monday 7.00pm Mass 

Tuesday no Mass 

Wednesday to Saturday 9.15am.  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish  

website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday 6.20pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Church or Hall Hire 
Please contact Presbytery office. 
 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website 
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

Readings for this week   

6th Sunday in ordinary time; Year A 

First Reading:   Ecclesiasticus 15:15-20 

Responsorial Psalm:  118:1-2,4-5,17-18,33-34 

Second reading:   Corinthians 2:6-10 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:17-27 

Readings for next week   

7th Sunday in ordinary time; Year A 

First Reading:   Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18 

Responsorial Psalm:  102: 1-4. 8. 10. 12-13 

Second reading:   Corinthians 3:16-23 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:38-48 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

Lord, be my rock of safety, the stronghold that saves me. 

For the honour of your name, lead me and guide me.  
 

  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

They are happy who follow God’s laws. 
  

They are happy whose life is blameless, 

who follow God’s laws! 

They are happy those who do his will, 

seeking him with all their heart.       R 
 

You have laid down your precepts 

to be obeyed with care. 

May my footsteps be firm 

to obey your statutes.      R   
 

Bless your servant and I shall live 

and obey your Word. 

Open my eyes that I may consider 

the wonders of your law.      R 
 

Teach me the demands of your statutes 

and I will keep them till the end. 

Train me to observe your law, 

to keep it with my heart.   
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 

You have the message of eternal life.   
 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

They ate and were filled; the Lord gave them what they 

wanted: they were not deprived of their desire. 

     THOUGHTS FOR THE WEEK 
1. If you make a doormat of yourself you will be walked on  

2. Courage is not always about action,  and it doesn't always involve danger,  but courage is 

always about doing what is right  

3. To forgive yourself is the hardest forgiveness of all   

4. In six months will it matter?  If not then it isn’t worth worrying about   

5. Get rid of the stuff in your life you don’t need  (regrets, enemies, bitterness ,shame) 

6. Revenge and hatred will do more damage to you then the person it is directed towards 


