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The mystery of the self and the mystery of God  
I am told that humanity is a drop of rationality in a sea of emotions.  I used to 
disagree with this statement but more and more I am convinced of its  
validity.  Many use rationality to bolster an argument but scratch under the 
surface and we can see the underlying currants of emotions and passions.  
Family life, politics, religion and life choices all seem to be a complex mixture 
of both.  To look at the limitations of rationality we just need to look at the 
most important decisions any person makes in their life.  Take marriage for 
instance:  no one really chooses to get married from a purely rational  
evaluation i.e., viewing their future spouse as subject; for in the other we see 
part of the self-unrealized.   
Emotions play a major part in determining our life choices.  In reality falling in 
love is the most irrational action of any human being.  It points towards and 
speaks to something deeper in the human psyche.  The need for love; the 
need to connect with another at our most vulnerable.  Most importantly we 
experience this mystery as a deeply profound homecoming.   
So too when we move beyond the rational, we desire an existential  
experience of God.  In almost all human cultures we have yearned for a  
belief in God and indeed in an afterlife.  Again, this tells us that at the core of 
our being we are confronted with mystery – the mystery of the self and the 
mystery of God.  To deny this reality leaves us isolated and secure but  
without validation.  The truth is that we are more than rational beings we 
have a transcendent dimension with is an essential part of the human  
condition.  The God question is not something external it lies at the core of 
our very humanity?  In truth the mystery of the self embraces the mystery of 
God.   

Jeremiah 29:13  

You will seek me and find 
me when you seek me 
with all your heart. 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/jeremiah/29/


1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,309.76 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

 

Parish Party Plotters We have some awesome parish events coming up, come along 
and be involved we are meeting on Sunday 1 March at 10:45 am in the  
Presbytery.   

“Remember to be quick to listen but slow to speak and slow to rouse your temper; God’s  

righteousness is never by your anger so do away with any bad habit that is still in you.  Accept 

and submit to the Word that has been planted in you and you can save your souls.  But you must 

do what the Word tells you to do and not just listen to it and deceive yourselves.”   

(from the letter of St. James)  

'Spirituality of Human Life Stages', 'Discernment', 'The Human Experience of God' and other 
seminars and reflection days are soon to begin at Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral For-
mation at its new premises in Malvern. For more  
Information and bookings, visit www.heartoflife.melbourne or email info@heartoflife.melbourne   
or phone 9890 1101.  

How are stars like false teeth? 
A. They both come out at night! 
 
My father asked for the password to our Wi-Fi.  “It’s taped under the modem,” I told him.  After 
three failed attempts to log on, he asked, “Am I spelling this right? T-A-P-E-D-U-N-D-E-R-T-H-E
-M-O-D-E-M?” 
 
The sight of my mother cleaning her dentures fascinated my young five-year-old son. He sat 
riveted as she carefully took them out, brushed and rinsed them, and then popped them back 
in. "Cool, Grandma!" he said. "Now take off your arm." 
 
If anyone needs an ark, I happen to Noah guy. 
 
Did you hear about the dyslexic devil worshipper? He sold his soul to Santa. 
 
A woman goes to the post office and asks for 50 Hanukkah stamps.  
"What denomination?" asks the clerk.  
The woman says, "Six Orthodox, 12 Conservative, and 32 Reform."  

 

Children’s Liturgy Group are meeting on Sunday 15 
March at 10:45 am in the Presbytery  come along and 
join us.   
 

 

Join our Parish Green Fingers transform our 
parish yards to a peaceful and welcoming 
sanctuary.  We have a working bee on 
Saturday 21 March from 1-3pm.   

http://www.heartoflife.melbourne/
mailto:info@heartoflife.melbourne


Mass Times 2020 
Regarding the weekend Mass times I have had very little response so in light of 
this the mass times will stay the same.  I remain confused by those parents who 
asked for a change in the mass times then did not respond when the opportunity 
was offered.   

Music and Singing ministry meeting Thursday 27th 7.30pm  

As you know Phillip and Louise are just wonderful the way the come here week after 

week so we can have music at our 9.30 am Mass.  For many many years their  

commitment has been second to none.  Often such a commitment is taken for granted.  

So it is time to offer our support to them and honour their faithfulness to us and our 

Mass.    

If you can play and instrument or sing your help would be greatly appreciated.  There 

will be an meeting on this Thursday 27th February at 7.30pm at the parish office.  

Please come along and don’t just leave it to others.  I for one would like to see a more 

vibrant, lively Mass with our congregation joyfully joining in and participating more fully 

in the Mass.  Lets make our Masses a wholehearted celebration of our faith.   

Genesis 6:12   

“And God saw the earth and behold it was corrupted.”   

Often we miss the subtlety of the Sacred Scriptures because we do not look 

at every word.  If you notice in this passage God does not say that humanity 

is corrupted but the earth itself.  So how do we explain its meaning? 

The Jewish Rabbi Zohar interprets this verse literally.  His explanation is that 

the very earth was corrupted by man’s sinfulness; that is humankind  

constitutes the essence of the earth so that our corruption infects the earth 

itself.  In other words, human sinfulness is reflected in the health of the earth.  

When we sin, the earth suffers.  Human action and our selfish greed affect the 

natural order of creation reflected in the degradation of the environment and 

wildlife habitats.  To heal the earth, we need to begin with healing ourselves 

from the sin of greed and exploitation.  How can we heal our planet if we keep 

consuming its resources in an unsustainable matter?  Nature is trying to tell 

us something if only we have the desire to listen.   

Though of the Week  
Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all.   

If you don’t want anyone to find our then don’t do it! 

Counting other people’s sins does not make you a saint! 

Love is a verb not an noun! 

Crying lubricates the soul and heals the heart! 



MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.00pm 
 

Weekday Mass  

Monday no Mass 

Tuesday & Wednesday 9.15am  

Thursday 7.00pm  

Friday & Saturday 9.15am.  
 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

1st Friday of the month 

(after 9.15am Mass) 
 

Marriages   

By appointment  
 

Baptisms  

Please refer to our parish  

website  
https://shkew.org.au/baptism 
 

Prayer Group 

Divine Mercy Thursday 6.20pm  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Church or Hall Hire 
Please contact Presbytery office. 
 

Sacramental Programme 

Please refer to our website 

Readings for next week   

1st week in Lent; Year A 

First Reading:   Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7 

Responsorial Psalm:  50: 3-6, 12-14, 17. 

Second reading:   Romans 5:12-19 

Gospel:  Matthew 4: 1-11 

Readings for this week   

7th Sunday in ordinary time; Year A 

First Reading:   Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18 

Responsorial Psalm:  102: 1-4. 8. 10. 12-13 

Second reading:   Corinthians 3:16-23 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:38-48 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

O Lord, I trust in your merciful love. 

My heart will rejoice in your salvation 

I will song to the Lord who has been bountiful to me.  
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

The Lord is kind and merciful. 
  

My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 

all my being, bless his holy name. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 

 and never forget all his blessings       R 
 

It is Lord who forgives all your guilt, 

who heals ever one of your ills, 

who redeems your soul from the grave, 

who crowns you with love and compassion      R   
 

The Lord is compassion and love, 

slow to anger and rich in mercy. 

He does not treat us according to our sins 

nor repay us according to our faults.           R 
 

As far as the east is from the west 

so far does he remove our sins. 

As a parent has compassion on their children 

the Lord has compassion on those who respect him.   
 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Whoever keeps the word of Christ, 

Grows perfect in the love of God.   
 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
  

I will recount all your wonders, 

I will rejoice in you and be glad  

and sing psalm to your name, O Most High.   

“Everyone is a genius.  But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a 

tree it will live its whole life believing it is stupid.”  (Albert Einstein)  

Wrinkles merely indicate where smiles have been  


