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The future is determined by us 
Our present situation is an opportunity for us to look at our lives and to evaluate  
ourselves like never before.  It affords us time to reflect on what is most important in life.  
This virus may be offering each of us, and especially our world leaders, the opportunity to 
work together for the benefit of humanity and our world.  I for one see this as a time of 
great transition.  Maybe the age of greed and entitlement is coming to an end.  Staying at 
home may give us time to stop, to have fun and quality time with our children, to return to 
a more family orientated way of life.  So, use this time wisely, have fun with your children, 
play board games with them, cook a meal together, sings songs and laugh, allow your 
children to enjoy your company.  Your family has the power to renew your spirit in these 
uncertain times.  Take the time to live, laugh and love as no one can take this from you 
except yourself.   
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Dear Parishioners 
I have heard numerous accounts of generosity during the last few weeks.  Likewise, 
I too have received numerous phone calls and offers of food and other assistance 
for which I am most grateful.  Please ensure your elderly neighbour is OK.  If any of 
you need assistance please contact us at Sacred Heart as we can also offer help 
with shopping or any other requirement you may have.  
Many of our elderly may feel especially isolated as most live alone.  So please give 
them a daily phone call to cheer them up so they know you are thinking of them.   
They might have access to the internet so let them know how to access our  
web-site as required.      Thanks Fr. John  
 

L Laughter 
E  Enlightened 
N  New beginnings  
T Thank God always  

Thought of the week. 

Remember happiness is 

a choice.  Despite the 

burdens we now all 

face we can still smile 

for our God is with us 

through it all.   

Don’t forget to smile!  



A Prayer for our Country 
We ask for God’s blessings upon our country and her people.   
We pray that we may stand as strong and as mighty  
as our mountains and be as gentle as our places of quiet beauty.   
Let the waters of our rivers and our oceans flow into our hearts  
giving us life and inspiration. 
May we understand that we are the guardians of its beauty,  
for the generations that will come after us. 
Help us remember those who have lived in this land before us, 
and those who have made it their home in recent times. 
May those we elect to lead this land be righteous and faithful in their dealings. 
May wisdom, compassion and courage inspire them in every situation. 
Bless our children with justice, peace and a care for the poor.   
May you spread your wings of faithfulness and love across this ancient land.   
Renew us, and all who live in this ‘Great Southern Land’.   
 
Please say this pray daily for the benefit of our country and our world.   

Death: A Personal Reflection  
This was the question asked in the movie, ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’.  The question is 
simple, yet its meaning is profound.  Do you fear death?   
Maybe that is why people fear the coronavirus as it reminds us of our own  
fragility and mortality. The present situation is an opportunity for us to look at death 
once more as often we ignore this most important fact of life.  So, have you ever 
thought about your own death?  What do you think people will say about you once 
you are gone?  How will you be remembered?   
 
On a personal level I can honestly say I do not want to live forever in this plane of  
existence.  There is so much more I want to see and explore.  Imagine the drudgery 
of having to live here forever. Over time life would lose its lustre, it would become a 
living nightmare.   
Consequently, I see death more as a friend than an enemy.  Mind you, I do not like to 
think of the process of dying as often it involves the loss of dignity and personal  
autonomy.  Like death, this too is out of my control.   
The fact is that death walks with us every day of our lives and one day it will call us 
home.  When I die, the first question I will ask is, “What’s next?” Like Bilbo Baggins in 
the ‘Lord of the Rings’, I will be ready for another adventure.  

The life of present age people is no doubt, full of sufferings and hardships. Despite the 
gender, age, religion or area of living every person is finding life more difficult.  Our job 
is to help cheer people up as laughter is contagious.   
 

• Why don’t cannibals eat clowns?  Because they taste funny. 
 

• “If at first you don’t succeed, then skydiving definitely isn’t for you.”  Steven Wright 
 

• “Cats have nine lives. Makes them ideal for experimentation.” —Jimmy Carr 
 

• What do you get when you cross a fish with an elephant?  Swimming trunks  
 

• Today’s wi-fi password eg, (quiet!, tidy your room, stop fighting, go to bed)  
 

• How do you know you have a child/teenager?  Look at your phone bill 
 

• Parent “I look so peaceful when my children are sleeping.” 
 

• Vegans are grain-fed food for cannibals.  



The wisdom of King Solomon 
Three angry men presented themselves in King Solomon’s court. 
“Your Majesty,” said the first, “the three of us are business partners. We went together on 
a business trip with a large sum of money.” 
The second picked up the story. “Shortly before Shabbat, we hid the money in a pit we’d 
dug, planning to dig it up right after Shabbat so following the Torah.” 
 “But when we went for it, it was gone!” said the third. “No one knew about it but us. One 
of us is a thief! My lord, I’d like for you to have each of us swear that he didn’t steal the 
money. That way we’ll find out which of us is the thief!” 
 
King Solomon was in no hurry. He knew that the man who stole the money would also lie 
and swear falsely.  How could he find out which of them was guilty? 
“Return to me tomorrow,” he told the three. 
 
When the partners presented themselves the next day, King Solomon said, “I can see that 
you three are wise men. Before we discuss your case, I would like your opinion about a 
different matter.”  King Solomon’s flattery worked like magic, and they waited eagerly to 
hear his problem. 
“A boy and a girl grew up together and swore to each other that when they were old 
enough, they would become husband and wife.  At the very least, they decided, they’d ask 
the other’s permission before marrying anyone else. 
Years passed. The girl, forgetting her oath, married someone else. Immediately after the 
wedding, she remembered her earlier commitment and told her husband about it. He said, 
‘We can’t live as husband and wife until we find that boy and ask him to annul the oath 
that you swore to each other!’ 
They took a large sum of money and set out to find her childhood friend. They found him 
and offered to pay him to annul the oath, but he was a good man, so he wished them a 
hearty mazal tov and refused the money. 
On their way home, the happy new couple was robbed. ‘Please give us back the money,’ 
the woman pleaded.  She told the robber about how good her husband was, being so  
patient as to let her take care of her oath, and how good the boy she’d grown up with was 
for refusing to take the money. The robber was touched and returned the purse.” 
King Solomon looked at the three men, who couldn’t understand where all this was  
leading. 
“My question is, which of the people in this story was the most praiseworthy?” asked the 
king. 
(Stop for a moment and think. Reach your own conclusion before you read further.) 
 
One of the partners said, “The wife is the most admirable. She kept an oath she made 
when she was just a girl!” 
The second partner said, “Her husband is the most praiseworthy. Although he loved his 
wife, he left home right after his wedding to find that boy, to release his wife from her oath. 
The last partner said, “It’s true, both of them behaved in an exemplary fashion. But the 
boy was a fool! Why didn’t he take the money when they offered it to him?” 
 
King Solomon pointed to the last partner. “See this man has an appetite for money even if 
he has no right to it and so he is the thief.”  
 
What has this story taught you?   



Readings for next week   

5th week of Lent  Year A 

First Reading:   Ezekiel 37: 12-14 

Responsorial Psalm:  129 

Second reading:   St Paul to Romans 8: 8-11 

Gospel:  John 11: 1-45 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
  

Give me justice, O God,  

and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. 

From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, 

for you, O God, are my strength. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
  

With the Lord there is mercy  

and fullness of redemption. 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord,  

Lord hear my voice! 

O let your ears be attentive 

to the voice of my pleading.  R 
 

If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 

Lord, who would survive?. 

But with your is found forgiveness:. 

for this we revere you.  R   
 

My soul is waiting for the Lord, 

I count on his word. 

My soul is longing for the Lord 

more than watchman for daybreak. 

and Israel on the Lord.)   R 

Because with the Lord there is mercy 

And fullness of redemption, 

Israel indeed he will redeem 

From all its iniquity. R 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!   

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;  

whoever believes in me will not die for ever. 

 Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
Everyone who lives and believes in me, 

will not die for ever, says the Lord. 

 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$4,914 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

Readings for next week   

Palm Sunday Year A 

First Reading:   Isaiah 50: 4-7 

Responsorial Psalm:  21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24 

Second reading:   St Paul to Philippians 2: 6-11 

Gospel:  Mathew 26: 11- 54 

MASS TIMES 
No Masses until further notice  

Cancelled until further notice 

 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

Cancelled until further notice 
 

Marriages   

Cancelled until further notice 
 

Baptisms  

Cancelled until further notice 
 

Prayer Group 

Cancelled until further notice  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Church or Hall Hire 

Cancelled until further notice 
 

Sacramental Programme 

Cancelled until further notice 

Please refer to our website 
https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

Please don’t forget to pray  

What is the longest rope ever? 
Europe. 


