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Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord Year A      5 April 2020 

The continuation of my homily regarding Peter 
The gospel today has much to say about life and suffering.  I would like to focus 
on Peter and Judas rather than Jesus as they, too, are vital to this event.   
Peter denied him and Judas betrayed him, so are they really that different?  The 
answer is found in the scriptures:  
 

Peter denies Jesus three times –  
Matthew 26:70b   “I do not know the man” 
Matthew 26:72   “I swear I do not know the man” 
Matthew26:74   “Called down curses upon himself” 
Matthew 26:75b   “and he went out and wept bitterly”  
 

Judas  
Matthew 26:14 “30 pieces of silver” (the price for a slave) 
Matthew 27:3 “when Judas, the betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned he  
repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the 
elders.”  
 

The question must be asked. Did Judas mistakenly set himself up?  Was he too 
clever for his own good?  Yes, he betrayed Jesus but the question is why?   
Judas was a zealot, an extremist, who wanted the Jews to rise up in revolt 
against the Romans.  It might be that he was trying to force Jesus’ hand, to force 
him to be a political leader of the people.  Note that he went to his own people 
i.e., the Jewish leaders, and not the Romans.  If they supported Jesus and he 
worked with them then they might have a chance of freeing the people from  
Roman occupation since about one million people came to Jerusalem for  
Passover.  It was the perfect time to revolt.   
 

Matthew 27:4 Judas said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood”.   
The Jewish religious leaders were in cahoots with the Roman leaders and had 
worked out an uncomfortable truce which benefited both parties.  Jesus was seen 
as a threat to the stability of their relationship and they feared the  
retribution that might follow.   
 

John 11:50 “You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the 
people than that the whole nation perish.” 
 



Matthew 27:5 “Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed, and 
he went and hanged himself.” 
There is an obvious parallel between Judas and Peter.  Both in their own way  
denied/betrayed Jesus.   
 

So why did Judas commit suicide?  Maybe the answer is found in the word  
Barabbas.   
Barabbas is a play on two Hebrew words (bar = son) and (abba = dad). 
So, who are you?   
Are you the son of the father, which is the world of despair, violence, corruption?  
Are you the son of the father which is love, peace, faithfulness and mercy?   
Both Judas and Peter made their choice. 
One brings new life, the other brings death 
 

Which choice will you make?  Our present situation demands that we respond 
with courage and hope in a time of uncertainty and fear.  If we believe that we are 
sons or daughters of the God of life, then we can remain hope-filled and positive.  
If we allow negativity and despair to overrun us, then we end up like Judas with 
nothing to offer. 
 

Personally, I feel sorry for Judas.  I think he got a raw deal.  Peter had the  
courage to still hope and rely on the forgiveness of God.  Sin never has the last 
word and so forgiveness was his when Jesus rose from the dead.  His faith in the 
loving forgiveness of God allowed him to transcend his sin.  It made him into the 
leader of the Church.    

 

 
A wise person knows there is something to be learnt from everything  
 
Your sins have the power to deprive you of your good  
 
Wise people are not always silent, but they know when to be. 
 
See life through the eyes of a child and learn wisdom.  
 
If you give it will come back to you in ways you cannot imagine. 
 
Prayer is the highest form of human potential as it disposes us to the divine. 
 
Sometimes the wisest thing to do is say nothing at all.  
 
Why is it that some people who say they are spiritual seldom say a prayer? 



ANTIPHON 
Hosanna to the Son of David; 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?  

All who see me deride me. 

They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 

‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 

Let him release him if this is his friend.’   R 
 

May dogs have surrounded me, 

A ban of the wicked beset me. 

They tear holes in my hands and me feet. 

I can count ever one of my bones.  R   
 

They divide my clothing among them. 

They cast lots for my robe. 

O Lord, do not leave me alone, 

my strength, make haste to help me! R 

I will tell of your name to my brethren 

and praise you where they are assembled. 

‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; 

all sons if Jacob, give him glory. 

Revere him, Israel’s sons’. R 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, Chris became obedient for 

us even to death, 

Dying on the cross.  

 king of endless glory!   

Therefore God raised him on high 

and gave him a name above all other names. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my drinking it, your 

will be done. 

MASS TIMES 
No Masses until further notice  

Cancelled until further notice 

 

Reconciliation  

After Saturday 9.15am Mass  

(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  

Cancelled until further notice 
 

Marriages   

Cancelled until further notice 
 

Baptisms  

Cancelled until further notice 
 

Prayer Group 

Cancelled until further notice  
 

School Administration  

T: 9853 5859    

F: 98538981  
 

Church or Hall Hire 

Cancelled until further notice 
 

Sacramental Programme 

Cancelled until further notice 

Please refer to our website 

https://shkew.org.au/faith-

formation 

Please don’t forget to pray  

Readings for next week   

Palm Sunday Year A 

First Reading:   Isaiah 50: 4-7 

Responsorial Psalm:  21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24 

Second reading:   St Paul to Philippians 2: 6-11 

Gospel:  Mathew 26: 11- 54 

Readings for next week   

Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord Year A 

First Reading:  Acts of the Apostles 10: 34, 37-43 

Responsorial Psalm:  117:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 

Second reading:   St Paul to Corinthians 2: 6-11 

Gospel:  John 20: 1– 9 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$3,366.46 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

Every day do something 

that will lead you closer 

to God  


