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A hunter once lost his way deep inside the forest while chasing a deer.  He used all 

his navigation skills but he could neither find any way out of the forest nor find any 

food to eat.  Totally lost, he spent three days trying to find his way out of this  

immense forest.  He lost all hope and began to give up knowing he could not last 

much longer without food.  Suddenly, in the distance, an apple tree caught his sight.  

How it got there in the middle of the forest he did not know.  For him, it was a  

God-send.  He was so happy that he cried as he collected several apples to sustain 

him for the journey ahead.   

As he ate the first apple, his joy knew no bounds. He could not stop feeling grateful 

and blessed.  The apple was the best he ever tasted.  It was sweet and juicy and full 

of flavour.  He joyfully thanked God and his heart sang with new hope.  He was so 

very happy that he could not believe his luck.   

Yet something happened because as he ate the second apple, he was less grateful.  

And even less grateful when he had the fifth apple.  Somehow with each passing  

apple, the joy in his heart kept reducing.  He just could not enjoy the tenth apple.  He 

even started throwing away the apples which did not taste good and he started  

complaining.   

He had already taken for granted the gift of finding an apple tree in the middle of the 
forest.  He had forgotten his days of wondering with hunger and fear for his life.  In 
economics this is called the law of diminishing marginal utility.  It is actually the law of 
diminishing gratitude or, in simple words, taking things for granted.   

So, let’s call it the tenth apple effect.  The tenth apple represents our lack of  

appreciation for the gift of life.  The hunter represents all of us.  The apples represent 

the gifts that life gives to each of us.   

The truth is that the tenth apple is as sweet as the first apple.  If the tenth apple fails 

to give as much pleasure as the first one there is nothing wrong with the apple but 

with the person eating the fruit.   

The reason for this story is because we have been having the effects of the tenth  
apple in our world for some time.  There is an abundance of everything and we just 
complain.  We complain about people, government,. teachers, taxes,  
family life, employment, traffic, food, weather, almost everything.   



During this lock-down, I am sure that most of us have started appreciating a lot of 

things in life once more.  The things that we took for granted, even small things like 

how nice it is to talk to our neighbour take on new meaning.  The gratitude for toilet 

paper and going to the shops for our daily food.  The joy of walking in the park or 

having a coffee with a friend.  Maybe there is a growing desire to thank God that 

you and I are healthy and safe.  Simple things like family life are taking on new 

meaning as we appreciate once more the gifts of life.  We never had these kinds of 

thoughts two months ago.  Maybe we all have much to learn and the coronavirus 

can be our teacher.   

The present situation is shaking us and showing us that we are dependent on 

something greater than ourselves.  We live in abundance yet so many of us are 

unhappy because life has lost some or much of its lustre.  It is time for us to return 

to what truly matters and to celebrate these in abundance.  We live in comfort and 

plenty yet even the free air we breathe is a gift; just ask someone on a respirator.  

Our present situation is telling us to stop taking things for granted, to stop this age 

of greed and entitlement, to return to simple values once more.   

I was told of a story of a 75-year-old man in Italy who spent a day in hospital on a 

respirator.  The following day as he left the hospital he was told he had to pay for 

the use of the ventilator for that one day.  The old man started crying.  The doctor 

advised him not to cry over the bill, that the hospital will manage, and he could pay 

it over time.  This is what the old man said in reply. “I am not crying because of the 

money I have to pay.  I can pay all the money. That is not an issue.  I am crying 

because I have been breathing God’s air for 75 years and I have never paid for it.  

Now it takes $5000 Euros to use a ventilator in a hospital for one day.  Do you 

know how much I owe God?  I have never even thought of thanking God before 

now.”   

This old man’s words are worth our reflection.  When we breathe the air freely 

without any pain we should thank God.  No one takes the air seriously, right?  Hold 

your breath for a minute and see how reliant we are on the free air God gives to 

us.  Only when we enter a hospital do we realise that even breathing air with a  

ventilator costs money.  

You see when we change the way we look at things, the things we look at change.   

Gratitude is a strong, powerful and empowering emotion.  Somehow, we must be 

more aware and be more grateful for the gifts we have received in life.  I am told 

that feelings of gratitude supports our immune system and it makes us strong.  On 

the other hand, stress makes us weak.   

One thing I have experienced in life is that whenever a person is grateful their 

fears slowly dissolve.  Be aware of your state of mind and be aware of your  

blessings.  Praising of God or thanking God is the best prayer and it builds up our 

hope and diminishes fears and doubts.   



The family of Pam Meehan have asked me to let you know that Pam passed 

away peacefully this week.  Her funeral is on Tuesday.  We ask that you  

remember her in your prayers.  May she rest in peace.   

My Father  

I am a father and I love my children. Because of this, I want what’s best for 

them. But that goes without saying, doesn’t it? Love is, after all, willing the 

good of another. Growing up, I was blessed to be on the receiving end of this 

fatherly love and never doubted that my father loved me and wanted me to 

be happy. 

True fatherly love, however, goes beyond “wishing and hoping” that your  

children receive what’s best. It also involves doing what you can to make it  

happen.  It is about teaching them that failure as well as success can be a 

gift, that tears bring healing and that life bring both joys and sorrows.  It is 

about  celebrating all that life has to offer and making the most of each day.   

One thing I have experienced in life is that whenever a person is grateful their 

fears slowly dissolve.  Be aware of your state of mind and be aware of your 

blessings.  Praising of God or thanking God, is the best prayer and it builds up 

our hope and diminishes fears and doubts.   

The law of the universe is that when we are truly grateful for the gifts, we have 

in life we will have more given to us.  When we are grateful in life, we  

attract the good towards ourselves.  This is one of the seven spiritual laws of 

the universe which is found in the scriptures.  To fully experience this truth, we 

must enjoy the tenth apple as we have experienced the first.   

Which apple will I choose today?  After all, the choice is mine.   

Why did the computer go to the doctor?  
 Because it has a virus.  
What did the doona say to the bed? 
 “Don’t worry  I’ve got you covered”. 
What goes through the town and over the hill but never moves  
 The road. 
What type of jokes do you make in the shower?  
 Clean jokes. 



MASS TIMES 

No Masses until further notice  
Cancelled until further notice 
 
Reconciliation  
After Saturday 9.15am Mass  
(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Marriages   
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Baptisms  
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Prayer Group 
Cancelled until further notice  
 

School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

Church or Hall Hire 

Cancelled until further notice 
 

Sacramental Programme 

Cancelled until further notice 

Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

ANTIPHON 
Receive the joy of glory, giving thanks to God, who has 

called you into the heavenly kingdom, alleluia.  

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is 

everlasting.    

Let the children of Israel say: 

‘His love has no end.’ 

Let the sons of Aaron say: 

‘His love has no end,’ 

Let those who fear the Lord say: 

‘His love has no end.’ R   
 

I was thrust, thrust down and falling 

but the Lord was my helper. 

The Lord is my strength and my song; 

he was my savior. 

There are shouts of joy and victory 

in the tents of the just. R   
 

The stone which the builders rejected  

has become the corner stone. 

This is the work of the Lord, 

a marvel in our eyes. 

This day was made by the Lord; 

we rejoice and are glad. R   
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia!! 

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen 

me; happy those who have not seen me, but still  

believe!  Alleluia! 

 

Don’t forget to pray! 

When we change the way 

we look at things, the 

things we look at change 

Readings for next week   

Third Sunday of Easter Year A 

First Reading:    Acts of the Apostles 2: 14, 22-33 

Responsorial Psalm:  15:1-2, 5, 7-11 

Second reading:   First Letter of St Peter 1: 17-21 

Gospel:   Luke 24: 13-35 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$3,451.46 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

How often have you prayed this week? ! 


