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The following link will take you to a short message from Archbishop Peter to our people: 
https://bit.ly/MessagefromAPAC 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 ~  
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on 
me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find 
me when you seek me with all your heart.” 

Is God is there to serve me?  
Many people who profess faith in God lack spiritual wisdom.  Many pray for 
their perceived needs i.e., security, relief of pain, a good job, a happy  
marriage etc.  While their prayers may be genuine, they are also mostly  
self-centred.  Such prayer comes with expectations since God is all powerful.  
If the desired result fails, then God is at fault.  God is a loving God and  
therefore should give them what they want.  On the other hand, if after ticking 
what they think are the right boxes, and they get the desired result things  
usually return to normal. God is once more kept at a very safe distance.   
Remember, God is not there to serve you; rather you are created to know, love 
and serve God.  
 
Prayer is not about asking but receiving.  Prayer is putting oneself in the hands 
of the divine.  Prayer is opening our hearts to the voice of God which lies  
within.  To pray is to listen in silence and attune oneself to the voice of the  
universe.  God speaks to us at every moment of our lives if only we take the 
opportunity to listen.   
 
Prayer increases the capacity of our soul so it can contain more and more of 
the love of God.   

https://bit.ly/MessagefromAPAC


The Holiness of God:  
As applied to God the concept of holiness is used in the Old Testament in two 
distinct senses:  
 
The Transcendent God 
First ‘holiness’ is the separation from all that is human and earthly from the  
divine.  It denotes the absolute majesty, and awfulness of God as separate 
and distinct from all that he created.  God is above and beyond anything we 
might know or comprehend, and, in this sense, he is ‘other’.  God is not one of 
us.  The word, ‘holiness’ is little more than an equivalent general term for 
"holy" and is almost synonymous with "Divine.  God’s ‘Holy Name’ is divine.  
God’s name cannot be spoken under any circumstances signifying his Sacred 
Transcendent Majesty.  Holiness represents God’s Supreme Divinity.  
 
The holiness of Humankind is of two kinds:  
a) Ceremonial Holiness  
Priests and Levites are holy because they have been "hallowed" or "sanctified" 
by acts of consecration (Exodus 29:1 and Leviticus 8:12,30.9:1-25).   
The Nazirite is holy because he has separated himself unto the Lord. 
(Numbers 6:5) Remember Jesus was a Nazarian.  Israel is identified as ‘holy’ 
despite its sins and shortcomings because it, too, was ‘set apart’ as a nation 
separated from other nations to serve God above all.   
 
b) Ethical and Spiritual Holiness   
Out of this ceremonial holiness there emerges a higher holiness that is spiritual 
and ethical.  For unlike other creatures, humankind is made in the image of 
God and capable of reflecting the Divine likeness.  And as God reveals himself 
as ethically holy, he calls us to a holiness resembling his own (Leviticus 19:2).  
In the so-called "Law of Holiness" God's demand for moral and spiritual  
holiness is made clear (Leviticus Chapter 16). 
In psalm and prophecy, however, a purely ethical conception comes into  
view--the conception of a human holiness which rests upon righteousness and 
truth (Psalm 15:1-5) and the possession of a contrite and humble spirit (Isaiah 
57:15).  The knowledge of God is reflected in how we live.  We are called to be 
ethically holy, to esteem justice, mercy and piety more highly than sacrifice 
(Hosea 6:6 and Micah 6:6-8).  The human equivalent of holiness (knowledge 
of God) is to serve God above all else by acting justly, loving tenderly and 
walking humbly with your God.   
This is the greatest of all the commandments the question it asks is; 
Do I act justly?  
Do I behave justly towards myself, my family, my work colleagues and others?  
Do I love tenderly?   
Do I treat myself, my family and the stranger with genuine tenderness? 
Do I walk humbly with God?  
Am I truly humble before my God in my daily prayer and by attending the 
church, synagogue or temple on the Sabbath?  
These three together reveal what it is to be ‘Holy’.   

Thought for the week  
I would rather think of life as a book.  The further you get into it the more it 
begins to come together and make sense.   



MASS TIMES 

No Masses until further notice  
Cancelled until further notice 
 
Reconciliation  
After Saturday 9.15am Mass  
(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Marriages   
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Baptisms  
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Prayer Group 
Cancelled until further notice  
 

School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

Church or Hall Hire 

Cancelled until further notice 
 

Sacramental Programme 

Cancelled until further notice 

Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

ANTIPHON 
The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth;  

by the word of the Lord the heavens were made,  

alleluia.  

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want.    

 

The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

Fresh and green are the pastures 

where he give me repose. 

Near restful waters he leads me, 

to revive my drooping spirit.  R 
 

He guides me along the right path; 

he is true to his name. 

If I should walk in the valley of darkness 

no evil would I fear.   

You are there with your crook and your staff; 

With these you give me comfort. R 
 

You have prepared a banquet for me 

in the sight of my foes. 

My head you have anointed with oil; 

my cup is overflowing. R 
 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me  

all the days of my live. 

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 

for ever and ever. R 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia!! 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;  

I know my own sheep and mine know me.   

Alleluia! 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
The Good Shepherd has risen, 

who laid down his life for his sheep 

and willing died for his flock, alleluia. 

If you want to change the 
world go home and begin with 
yourself.   
 
Don’t say you haven’t enough 
time.  You have the same time 
as everyone else.  It is how you 
use your time that matters.   

Readings for next week   

Fifth Sunday of Easter Year A 

First Reading:    Acts of the Apostles 6: 1-7 

Responsorial Psalm:  32: 1-2, 4-5, 18-19 

Second reading:   First Letter of St Peter 2: 4-9 

Gospel:   John 14: 1-12 

1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$4206.46 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

Once again thank you one-and-all for your on-going generosity and support.  Fr. John  


