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Children’s Mass  
Could we please have a children’s Mass once every two to three weeks?  
This will involve some planning.  Older children can be involved in welcoming 
and reading the Prayers of the Faithful.  Likewise, the penitential rite and 
maybe a communion reflection can involve our younger children.  The only 
stipulation I have is that adults read the readings given their complexity and 
importance.  Homilies will be child friendly at a level accessible by all.  Songs 
will be those the children know and with our new screens everyone can join 
in.  Obviously, we will need parents to help with this initiative.  I am happy to 
run a few sessions to give direction and liturgical advice.   
If you are interested in helping please contact the parish office with your  
details.   
 
Upgrade of Church/school entrance  
Having a carpark at the front of our church leaves me cold.  Our church is 
such a beautiful building and I believe it is time that the front of the church 
has a makeover.  I would like that the only parking is at the fence and none 
at the school entrance.  I would like some raised flower beds there to  
brighten the area.  The other parking bays, by the external brick boundary 
wall, need new markings.  The front of the school entrance looks uninviting 
and depressing.  Likewise, the surface bitumen is crumbling and needs  
replacing.  It would be lovely to have raised flower beds to make the place 
more inviting.  Swings for the children is also under consideration as are 
benches for people to relax on before and after Mass to catch up with 
friends.   
So, if you would like to be part of this project of beautifying the church 
grounds please let us know.  We are looking for creative, imaginative people 
to come with innovative ideas and people with some knowledge of  
horticulture.  It is hoped to have this project completed by Christmas, so we 
do need your help.  We would also like some school parents to be involved.  
An agreed budget can be set up with funds from both school and parish as 
we will all benefit from this project.   
Please contact the parish office and leave your details if you are interested.   



Belonging Vs Membership 
At present, I am meeting with parents who wish their children to attend  
Sacred Heart School.  Just about every family agrees to belong to our parish 
faith community.  At this time of the year I am again confronted with the same 
question?  Why is it then that our schools are full, yet so few attend Mass  
regularly?  Where have we gone wrong as a Church? Why do our people 
choose to stay away?  There are many answers but here is one for us to  
reflect upon.   
 
God as an Equal 
Has our Church made God too user-friendly?  Where has our sense of awe, 
wonder and majesty gone?  Why is God seen by many as just one of us and 
our equal?  How do we enable people to form a lasting relationship with God 
not just as a friend but as GOD.   
God is known as ‘transcendent other’ in other words God is not one of us.  
God is beyond our capability of knowing.  We can attribute aspects to the  
divine nature but that is all, and we take these from our limited human  
perspective.  The great protestant theological Karl Bart said, “You cannot 
know God.”  I tend agree with him.   
 

So, if we are to know God then God must take the initiative.  You cannot 
know someone if they do not tell you who they are.  God does this in three 
ways. 
 
The three revelations of God  
 Creation – complexity beauty and diversity  
 Human life – our ability to love, to create, to forgive and to hope.   
 Sacred Scripture – a guidebook to precepting the numinous in all. 
Each of these joins to form a coherent whole – from which the mysteries of 
life are understood and made manifest.   
 

We need all three, creation, human life, and Sacred Scripture if our minds 
and hearts are to see what hope God’s call holds for us (Eph: 1:17-23).   
What our faith offers is wisdom, human and spiritual, and the gift of  
perception that the world does not know.  God offers to bring us into full  
communion with the divine.  A life with God and in God is what is offered to 
us (John 14:15-21).  Many do not see or ignore this invitation and live in the 
shadow of such profound knowledge.  Hence GOD just remains one of us.   
 

This invitation/knowledge is not for the faint-hearted nor for the mediocre but 
for those who are truly searching for enlightenment.  This begins by  
recognising a spiritual lack, in my or your life, and to decide to act upon this 
lack.   
As the prophet Jeremiah says, “Your own wickedness will punish you” (2:19) 
“and your sins have deprived you of your good” (5:25).  Then again, he also 
offers this insight, the Lord says, “I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
therefore, I have continued my faithfulness to you.” (31:3b).  “I will give them 
a heart to know that I am the Lord; and they shall be my people and I will be 
their God, for they shall return to me with their whole heart.” (24:7).  Of 
course, these passages apply to us just as much as they applied to the  
people of Jeremiah’s day.  These spiritual truths are the Word of God and 
therefore eternal, speaking to every age including ours.   
What might this be saying to you and me this day?  



The Hebrew Bible 
The Bible, contains a diversity of voices and messages and yet remains a single 
book, reflects the ideal of a people that speaks with a diversity of voices and yet is 
seen as one people engaging in an eternal conversation with God  
The Hebrew Bible is a complex book comprised of 24 books written by different 
authors over a period of around 850 years. It includes narratives, law codes, short 
stories, etiological tales, myths, legends, prophecies, exhortations, poetry, and  
wisdom writing.  Although scholars have different perspectives on how the Bible 
came to be, the centrality of the Bible in Jewish culture, in Torah.   
 

The Torah and the Bible 
The Torah   ,תורה Prophets)   נביאים Nevi’im) and the Writings) כתובים  Ketuvim) 
collectively make up The Hebrew Bible. The Hebrew Bible is often referred to by 
the Hebrew acronym TaNaKh (usually spelled Tanakh, or Tanach) 
 

The Torah’s or Five Books 
The English names for each of the Torah’s five book are actually Greek, and like 
the Rabbinic names for the books, they describe the contents. The common 
names for the books come from a significant word in the beginning verses of the 
book. The following are the names of the five books and a brief summary of each  
 

Genesis (“Origins”)/Bereishit (“In the Beginning”) 
Genesis tells the story of creation, Noah and the flood, and the selection of  
Abraham and Sarah and their family as the bearers of God’s covenant.  Stories of 
sibling conflict and the long narratives of Jacob and his favourite son Joseph  
conclude with the family dwelling in Egypt. 
 

Exodus (“The Road Out”)/Shemot (“Names”) 
Exodus tells of how the family of Jacob grew and then was enslaved in Egypt.  The 
baby Moses, born of Israelites but adopted by Pharaoh, becomes God’s prophet 
who, after bringing 10 plagues down upon Egypt, leads the Israelites through the 
Red Sea to freedom and to the revelation at Mount Sinai. The story of the Israelites 
worshipping the golden calf, which follows soon after the revelation at Mount Sinai, 
Then we have information on the building of a sanctuary (tabernacle) in the  
wilderness. 
 

Leviticus (“Laws of the Levites”)/Vayikra (“And God Called”) 
Leviticus deals mostly with laws of Israelite sacrificial worship. Related rules  
include the basis for Jewish dietary laws (kashrut) and issues of purity and  
impurity.  The holiness code, which describes a sanctified communal life, is a  
highlight of the book. 
 

Numbers (“The Census”)/Bamidbar (“In the Wilderness”) 
Numbers begins with a census of the Israelites and the tribe of Levi. A group of  
Israelites spy out the land of Canaan; their discouraging report sends them back 
into the desert for an additional 38 years, during which the Israelites continue to 
behave badly, rebelling against the authority of Moses and his brother Aaron, and 
having illicit relations with Moabite women. 
 

Deuteronomy (“Second Law”)/Devarim (“Words”) 
Deuteronomy is Moses’ final message to the people of Israel before they cross 
over the Jordan River into Israel. Moses reminds the people of how God has  
redeemed the people from Egypt and of the details of the covenant between Israel 
and God.  In stark language, Moses describes the rewards for observance of the 
laws of the covenant and the punishment for disobedience. Finally, Moses passes 
along his authority to Joshua who will lead the people into the Promised Land. 
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/hebrew-bible/ 
see also  https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/bible-101/ 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Origins_of_the_Bible/Authorship.shtml?TSBI
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Origins_of_the_Bible/Authorship.shtml?TSBI
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/prophets-neviim/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/ketuvim-writings/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/hebrew-bible/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Genesis.shtml?TSBI
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Genesis/Noah.shtml?TSBI
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Genesis/Jacob.shtml?TSBI
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Exodus.shtml?TSBI
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Exodus/Moses.shtml?TSBI
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Exodus/The_Golden_Calf.shtml?TSBI
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-tabernacle/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Leviticus.shtml?TSBI
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/kosher-food/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Leviticus/Holiness.shtml?TSBI
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Numbers.shtml?TSBI
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Numbers/Korah.shtml?TSBI
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Deuteronomy.shtml?TSBI


1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$3,088.00 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

Did you hear about the lady  
sitting opposite a man on the train?  
She said “Every time you smile I want 
to take you to my place.” He replied, 
“Do you live alone?” She said, “Oh no, 
I am a dentist”.   

The Great pray of the Jewish People said twice every day     

ד הָוה ֶאָחָֽ הָוה ֱאֹלֵהינּו יְׁ ָרֵאל יְׁ ַמע ִישְׁ  שְׁ

Listen Israel, the Lord our God, is God, and the Lord is one  

MASS TIMES 
Tuesday & Wednesday 9.15am  
Thursday 7.00pm  
Friday (taping of Sunday Mass) & 
Saturday 9.15am 
 

Reconciliation  
After Saturday 9.15am Mass  
(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Marriages   
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Baptisms  
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Prayer Group 
Cancelled until further notice  
 

School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

ANTIPHON 
Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard;  
Proclaim to the ends of the earth: 
The Lord has freed his people, alleluia.  
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
A blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
 

All people, clap your hands,  
Cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, we must respect, 
great king over all the earth. R 
  

God goes up with shouts of joy;  
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.   
Sing praise for God, sing praise, 
sing praise to our king, sing praise. R   
 

God is king of all the earth. 
Sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; 
God reigns on his holy throne. R 
  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia!! 
Go and teach all people my gospel. 
I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
Alleluia! 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
Christ, offering a single sacrifice for sins, 
Is seated for ever at God’s right hand, alleluia. 

Readings for Pentecost Sunday 
 

Acts 2:1-11 
Responsorial Psalm  103:1.24.29-31.34 
I Corinthians 12:3-7.12-13 
Gospel 20:19-23 

If you respect someone never comfort 

that person with a lie.   

Never regret anything that once made 

you happy.   

Never get so busy that you forget to live.   

The quieter you are the more you can 

hear.   


