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The cost of discipleship 
I admire Jeremiah but I must confess he is over the top in the things he says and 
does.  He is not for the faint hearted.  Yet I cannot fault his commitment to God.  The 
book of Jeremiah’s focal point is the destruction of Jerusalem/Judah in 587–586 
BCE and the deportations of Judah to Babylon in 597 BCE and 587–86 BCE.   
 
Jeremiah was a member of the priestly household of Hilkiah in 1:1.  Jeremiah was 
called as a prophet to warn Judah about the severe consequences of idolatry and 
injustice.  His major concerns are idolatry, ingrained social injustices, the collective 
guilt of the people (past and present), the futility of trusting in the significance of  
temple, where God resided, for protection, the destruction of Judah and the  
establishment of a New Covenant.  The message of Jeremiah appears to be  
intrinsically woven with his own personal journey of faith.    

The Gift of Faith  
The cost of not following your heart 
is spending the rest of your life 
wishing you had.   
 
God has no voice but yours 
God has no hands but yours 
God has no feet but yours  
God is relying on YOU! 
 
God has called you by name 
Be a person of prayer 
Be a person of hope  
Be a person of peace 
Be a person of courage  
Do not be afraid—God is with you! 
 
God has chosen YOU! 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/jeremiah/1-1.html


God reassures Jeremiah at key moments to bolster his vocation.   
1:5  “Before you were born I consecrated you.”.... 
1:10  “I appoint you over nations and kingdoms” 
1:8  “Do not be afraid .....I am with you to deliver you.”    
 
The emotional self-revelation of Jeremiah as prophet is one of the great contributions 
Jeremiah offers us.  Jeremiah’s integrity is critical as it informs his relationship with God 
as he courageously confesses his anxieties.   
This aspect of his prophetic vocation reveals a deep reciprocal relationship wedded to 
his self-identity 1:5. 12:3. 20:7-12. and is critical to the ongoing prophetic message of 
Jeremiah.  It portrays Jeremiah the prophet struggling to discern the righteous mercy of 
God given what will take place if Judah continues to reject the covenant (ְּבִרית) 13:25-27.  
Judah will be taken into exile by Babylon.   
 
This is the background to today’s first reading.  Jeremiah lives amid deception 9:3-6.  He 
is rejected by his family, his friends, with his village ultimately threatening his life 11:18-
21.  Jeremiah has no friends, he is excluded and rejected by all.  This is the price he 
pays for his beliefs.   
 
In comparison, we today are mostly unwilling to voice our beliefs.  Most Catholics I know 
keep their personal faith private.  I hear people say, “for me this is a private matter.”  I 
believe we keep the status quo for two main reasons.   

We like things as they are because it asks little of us.   
We are afraid to speak out in case we are criticised.    

Our church, that means you and I, must act as a spokesperson for our faith.   
 
As an institution, the Church needs to move beyond the past by learning from our  
mistakes.  The sins of the Church call us to be better then what we are i.e., to use sin as 
a redemptive opportunity for change.  This is what the Spirit of God is telling us if only 

we have the courage to listen.  We are called to listen/hear  ָׁשַמע ( Shamah) which also 
means to bring forth or to act.  We must re-establish our moral voice once more.  This is 
not a choice but an imperative.  To remain silent is not an option.   
 
Our society is in dire need for a voice of discernment, justice and social morality.  This is 
what prophet Jeremiah is telling us today.  For like Judah we too are judged by the sins 
of our society.  The recent history of the Church proves this unequivocally.   
It is time to speak, to act, and to be a voice of moral, social and spiritual authority once 
more.  If people reject us, so be it, but our mandate is from God himself.  If we stay  
silent even the stones themselves will speak (Luke 19:40).   

 

NB:  There will be no weekday Masses for the week beginning the 29th June as we 

are upgrading our sound system and placing screens in the church.   

Please check the website for information regarding  

the Sacrament of First Eucharist  

To be real, Faith, like love, must cost -  



 The children from our school did this mural for the Feast of Sacred Heart 2020.  



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,505 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Tuesday & Wednesday 9.15am  
Thursday 7.00pm  
Friday (recording of Sunday Mass) 
& Saturday 9.15am 
 

Reconciliation  
After Saturday 9.15am Mass  
(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Marriages   
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Baptisms  
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Prayer Group 
Divine Mercy Prayer Group  
Thursdays 6:20pm for a 6:30pm 
start. 
 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

First Eucharist applications are now 

open and due on 22 June 2020 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
All the earth shall bow down before you, O God, 
and shall sing to you, 
shall sing to your name, O Most High! 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. Lord in your great love, answer me. 
 

It is for you that I suffer taunts,  
that shame covers my face, 
that I have become a stranger to my brothers, 
an alien to my own mother’s sons. 
I burn with zeal for your house 
and taunts against you fall on me. 
R. Lord in your great love, answer me. 
  
This is my prayer to you,  
my prayer for my favour.  
In your great love, answer me, O God,  
with your help that never fails: 
Lord, answer, for your love is kind: 
in your compassion, turn towards me 
R. Lord in your great love, answer me. 
 

The poor when they see it will be glad 
and God-seeking hearts will revive; 
for the Lord listens to the needy 
and does not spurn his servants in their chains. 
Let the heavens and the earth give him praise, 
the sea and all its living creatures  
R. Lord in your great love, answer me.. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of Truth will bear witness to me, says the Lord.  
and you will always be my witness.  
Alleluia! 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
You have prepared a table before me, 
and how precious is the chalice that quenches my thirst. 

Twelfth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Jeremiah 20:10-13 
Responsorial Psalm 68:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35 

St Pauls to the Romans 5:12-15 
Matthew 10:26-33  

Thirteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Kings 4:8-11, 14-16 
Responsorial Psalm 88:2-3, 16-19 
St Pauls to the Romans 6:3-4, 8-11 

Matthew 10:37-42  
 

Please contact office or email to 
register to attend Masses. 

If you want to change the 

world begin with yourself .   

Children’s Liturgy will resume again 

after school holidays in July 2020. 
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