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An Old Irish Saying  
Strangers are only friends you 

haven’t met.   

We do not easily let go of old  
garments woven out of old habits 
and attitudes.  As we grow older 
change can be slow and painful.  
The gift of youth and spontaneity 
seem like memories lost in the fog of 
time.  Our world shrinks as we hold 
tenaciously to what we know.  Yet 
life is about letting go and embracing 
the new.  Death is an inevitable  
letting go of life itself.  Learning to let 
go in later life is one of the greatest 
gifts you can give to yourself.   



The Gift of Prayer  
Prayer offers us a daily opportunity to embrace God with words while seeking 
— through the language of petition and supplication — a way to articulate our 
most profound needs.  It is not in the asking, but in the searching and  
wrestling that we gain clarity.  Prayer enables us to penetrate our fears giving 
lucidity of thought.  Through regular prayer we are often gifted with intellectual 
and emotional insights.  Prayer has the power to change and empower us to 
live life to the fullest.  Prayer does not benefit God; in other words we are not 
doing God a favour by our prayers.  Ultimately prayer is for our benefit, it is 
God’s gift to us.   

Malicious gossip 
There is a Jewish folk story about malicious gossip. It goes like this: a 
child regularly returns from school in tears because her peers insult and 
tease her daily. Her parents suggest channelling that pain by  
hammering one nail into her wall for every cutting remark.  For a while, 
this helps but one day the child is again in tears because her wall is now 
full and there is no more space to hammer the therapeutic nails.  Her  
parents suggest a new course of action that will refocus the girl’s  
attention: any time someone says something nice, she should remove a 
nail. This also works for a time, but again, one day the child comes home 
upset — the nails are gone but her wall is full of holes.  Words are like 
wounds — they too can leave a permanent mark. 

The Prophet Elisha 
 The acts of Elisha are found in (2Kings 2-13). 
 A prophet in Israel after the kingdom divided.  
 A devoted companion and disciple of Elijah. 
 He carried on Elijah’s work in the same spirit and power. 
 Contemporary with the kings/queen of Judah named  
 Jehoram, Ahaziah, Athalia, Joash. 
 Contemporary with the kings of Israel named Ahaziah,  
 Jehoram, Jehu, Jehoahaz, Jehoash. 
 Gave Jehoash, king of Israel, the arrow of victory. 
 Dealt with the armies of Syria who attacked Israel. 
 Brought the Shunammite woman’s son back to life. 
 Made small amounts of loaves and oil feed many people. 
 Healed Naaman of leprosy. 
 A dead man came to life when thrown on Elisha’s bones. 



Hospitality in Biblical Times (Reflection on the 1st Reading this weekend) 
Hospitality customs in the biblical world related to two distinct classes of  
people: the traveller and the resident foreigner. In the original Hebrew and in 
the Greek, different words are sometimes interchangeably for the two groups.  
Either is called a stranger.  Other terms applied are, foreigner, alien, sojourner, 
wayfarer, or gentile. In Israel, the law protected the resident foreigner who had 
settled permanently in the land.  This person could not own land, but he could 
participate in communal activities. The traveller, however, was extremely  
vulnerable.  Only the essential cultural laws and customs of hospitality  
protected him.  These laws were practical and for the good of all who travelled.   
 
The environment of the desert and arid land in most of the Middle East was 
harsh. For a traveller, access to water and food was a matter of life and death.  
Most settlements were built near available water or wells.  The traveller needed 
to have access to the water.  Yet, it was also important for the settled  
community to have protection.  As a result, strict codes of conduct developed to 
govern such encounters.  These conventions of hospitality also applied equally 
to the desert dwellers who lived in tents as they followed the grazing herds, the 
Bedouins.  They were obligated to provide for travellers that stopped at their 
tents, and under these customs could expect some protection from hostile  
actions from the "stranger." 
 
The traveller had few legal or political rights in the ancient world.  He was  
largely at the mercy of the residents where he journeyed.  By accepting the 
traveller, especially in providing him food and sharing that food with him, the 
host also took the responsibility of protecting him.  The story of Lot offers 
graphic evidence of the importance of protection.  Lot offered his virgin  
daughters to an angry mob rather than betray the guests "who have come  
under the shelter of my roof" (Gen 19:8, RSV).  The las of hospitality was  
binding and could not be broken.  In another instance, an old man pleaded with 
the men of his town not to harm a traveling Levite because "this man has come 
into my house" (Judges 19:23, RSV).  Likewise, the traveller, by accepting the 
hospitality of the host, was responsible to honour the host and refrain from any 
hostile actions against him or his household (1 Sam 25).  

 
The sharing of food together was a token of friendship, a form of 
covenantal commitment.  One of the most despicable acts in the 
ancient world was to eat with someone and then betray them 
(Obadiah 7; Psa 41:9; and of course, Judas, John 13:18).  This 
entire "code" of hospitality in the Middle East was so strong that it 
evoked a warning: "Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels  
unawares" (Heb 13:2).  It is also this dimension of mutual  

commitment in the sharing of food that provides the Eucharist with one of its 
most dynamic meanings. 
The law of hospitality is fundament to a better understanding of the Mass in 
which we are called to make the stranger welcome.   
 



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  
2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,772.46 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, quarterly) donations from last week.  
We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
No Mass Tuesday—Thursday due 
to the replacement of the sound 
system and social distancing.  
Friday (recording of Sunday Mass) 
Saturday 9.15am 
 

Reconciliation  
After Saturday 9.15am Mass  
(or by private appointment) 
 

Exposition  
Cancelled until further notice   
 

Marriages   
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Baptisms  
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Prayer Group 
Devine Mercy Prayer Group  
Thursdays 6:20pm for a 6:30pm 
start. 
 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website  

https://shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
All peoples, clap your hands. 
Cry to God with shouts of joy! 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;  
Through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth. 
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever,  
That your truth is firmly established as the heavens. 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
  
Happy the people who acclaim such a king,  
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face,  
who find their joy every day in your name,   
who make your justice the source of their bliss. 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 

For it is you, O Lord, who are the glory of their strength; 
it is by your favour that our might is exalted:  
for our ruler is in the keeping of the Lord; 
our king in the keeping of the Holy One of Israel. 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy people. 
Praise god who called you out of darkness and into his  
marvellous light.  
Alleluia! 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
You have prepared a table before me, 
and how precious is the chalice that quenches my thirst. 

Thirteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Kings 4:8-11, 14-16 
Responsorial Psalm 88:2-3, 16-19 
St Pauls to the Romans 6:3-4, 8-11 

Matthew 10:37-42  

Fourteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Zechariah 9:9-10 
Responsorial Psalm 144:1-2, 8-11, 13-14 

St Pauls to the Romans 8:9, 11-13 
Matthew 11:25-30  

 


