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Your Spiritual Inheritance  

Imagine if you had a family estate handed down through the generations.  Its 

value is considerable, and it was left to you.  Or imagine if you had a valuable 

property or financial portfolio. I am sure you would spend time securing its  

future for yourself and the next generation.   

I believe it is like that with our faith.  Our faith is our birthright handed down to 

us from generations past.  From Roman times to this generation our religion 

has given us so much.  This includes schools and universities, civil laws, art 

and culture, literature, moral and social justice.  While our church was and is 

not always perfect, one fact is true, western culture is indebted to the Church.        

Her influence is universal and, in my humble opinion, mostly for the good.   

Most important is Her reservoir of spiritual truths.  The roots of Christianity are 

found in the Jewish faith going back to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  For  

thousands of years prophets’ scribes and priests have written the inspired 

Word full of moral and social wisdom and spiritual truths for all generations.  

Often they tell us how they have failed to live up to these truths so that we 

might not make the same mistakes.   
 

In fact, the bible itself is like a library consisting of myths, drama, history,  

poetry, story, legend, proverbs, mythology, and songs even speaking of the 

end of days, the apocalypse or revelations.  It is a collection of the human 

story as people grappled with the difficulties of human life and searched for 

meaning beyond themselves.  It is the story of our relationship with each  

other, the world and with our God.  If we do not hold on to our faith then how  

can it be passed on to the next generation?  And so, our scripture for today’s 

Mass makes sense “for anyone who has will be given more but for anyone 

who has not even what they have will be taken away.”   
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Those who lack the desire for a spiritual way of life will lose their birthright.  It 

will be taken from them and given to others.  This birthright is more valuable 

than gold but will slip through their fingers like sand.  Thousands of years of 

wisdom and a reservoir of knowledge will no longer be theirs.  For as today’s 

scripture says, “They will look without seeing and listen without hearing.”  It is 

already happening as many Catholics no longer know, the Gloria or Creed 

nor the other responses at Mass.  Many no longer know how to pray.  In fact, 

it usually takes three generations to leave the church.   

The 1
st
 generation are those who come to Mass weekly like my parents.  

We, as a family, came to Mass each week even when we objected.  

My dad would say, “God deserves one hour of your week – you at 

least owe him that.”  Wise words which I often rejected as a teenager.   

The 2
nd

 generation is that of my generation.  None of my siblings go to 

church, yet all are critical of the institution to justify their lack of belong-

ing.  They remain ignorant of the rich heritage they deny themselves. I 

am the only one who practises which saddens me deeply.  I am sure 

many grandparents and parents feel the same way.   

The 3
rd

 generation, my nieces and nephews, are those who know very  

little of the church but have their children baptised. They are not sure 

why yet feel it is the right thing to do. Their children may or may not  

receive the other sacraments.   

The 4
th
 generation, will have no identification with the church except 

through older relatives or some friends.  Religion is now replaced with 

a moral construct. Such people, though fundamentally good, lack the 

distilling power spiritual wisdom offers and the profound insights this 

brings.   

 

You and I are now the custodians of our faith for the next generations.  Our 

duty is to protect the sacred independent of what our society might be telling 

us.  Our readings today tell us; “for anyone who has will be given more”.  Our 

faith rests on a personal meaningful relationship with God. It can never be 

merely a moral construct.   

As we progress, this relationship with God deepens and is continually  

renewed.  The more we practice the easier it gets and the spiritual health 

benefits outweigh the effort.  The more we pray the easier it gets; the more 

we open ourselves to God the greater the benefits we receive as our spiritual 

capacity grows.  God becomes an essential part of our everyday reality.  “The 

Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God”.  (Romans 

8:16).  This is our birthright; a treasure beyond price.  For in truth we are  

spiritual beings made in the image and likeness of God.   



Letting go  

We do not easily let go of old garments woven out of old habits and attitudes.  

As we grow older change can be slow and painful.  The gift of youthful  

spontaneity seems like memories lost in the fog of time.  Our world shrinks so 

we hold tenaciously to what we know.  Yet life is about letting go and  

embracing the new.  Death is an inevitable letting go of life itself.  Learning to 

let go in later life is one of the greatest gifts we can give to ourselves.   

 

Today’s readings are full of hope.  

Creation itself is burdened by sinful humanity.  The whole of creation is waiting 

for humanity to free itself from the slavery of sin  Our faithfulness to God is of 

immense significance.    

Today’s second reading tells us that we are far more important than we  

realise.  Our faithfulness influences & shapes the whole of the cosmos.   

We are part of God’s plan for the whole universe to bring about God’s kingdom 

on earth.  God will not fail us if we remain faithful.  The power of God lies with 

you and I.  In us he has placed his trust.   

Daniel Lam (RIP)  
On behalf of the parish of Sacred Heart I wish to thank the members of the Lam 
family and their friends for their generosity to our parish.  Daniel’s family and 
friends have donated $2,970. to our parish in his memory.  Daniel will be  
remembered with fondness for his kindness to so many and for a life of service 
to others.  He will be sadly missed by all.  Please remember him in your  
prayers.  May he rest in peace.   

Please use this time of isolation wisely.  Spend more time in prayer 

A Hammer  (a personal reflection)  
When Pete Seeger and Lee Hays wrote “If I Had a Hammer” in 1949, it was 

in support of the fight for workers’ rights.  In other words, they repurpose the 

tools, imagining them used in a new way. This is the heart of just actions.  In 

Seeger and Hays’ imagination, we’d hammer out freedom, justice and love 

between all people o different nations, religions, colours and creeds.  There is 

something profound in imagining this sort of transformation — from ordinary 

to inspirational, from banal to sacred.   

We are all guilty of the sins of our society our duty is to confront our social 

sinfulness together.  It is not the colour of our skin that matters it is what is in 

our hearts.  This is the work ahead of us to confront injustice and prejudice.  

It is knowing how to wield our hammers into ploughshares.   



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,117.46 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Friday (recording of Sunday Mass)  
 

Reconciliation  
By private appointment 
 

Exposition  
Cancelled until further notice  
 

Marriages   
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Baptisms  
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Prayer Group 
Cancelled until further notice 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Your merciful love, O God, 
we have received in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, O God, like your name, 
reaches the ends of the earth; 
your right hand is filled with saving justice. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. The seed that falls on good ground  
will yield a fruitful harvest. 
 

You care for the earth, give it water,  
you fill it with riches. 
Your river in heaven brims over 
to provides its grain. 
R. The seed that falls on good ground  
will yield a fruitful harvest. 
  
And thus your provide for the earth;  
you drench its furrows,  
you level it, soften it with showers,  
you bless its growth. 
R. The seed that falls on good ground  
will yield a fruitful harvest. 
 

You crown the year with your goodness. 
Abundance flows in your steps,  
in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. 
R. The seed that falls on good ground  
will yield a fruitful harvest. 
 

The hills are girded with joy, 
the meadows covered with .  
The Lord supports all who fall 
and raises all who are bowed down.    
R. I will praise your name for ever,  
my king and my God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,  
you have revealed to little ones  
the mysteries of the kingdom. 
Alleluia! 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
Come to me, all who labour and are burdened,  
And I will refresh you, says the Lord. 

Fourteenth Sunday of Ordinary 
Time 

 
Zechariah 9:9-10 

Responsorial Psalm  
144:1-2, 8-11, 13-14 

St Pauls to the Romans 
8:9, 11-13 

Matthew 11:25-30 

Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary 
Time 

 
Isaiah 55:10-11 

Responsorial Psalm  
64:10-14 

St Pauls to the Romans  
8:18-23 

Matthew 13:1-23  
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