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What is a prophet? 
Prophets are interesting people to say the least.   
Prophets are a diverse bunch and have much to teach us about life, its 
meaning, and our relationship with God.   
Prophets appear at different times and have different messages depending 
on the political and social situation of their day.   
Amos is known as the prophet of social justice 
Hosea is known as the prophet of love  
Jeremiah speaks of the destruction of Judah 
Deborah was a prophetess and political/warrior leader (Judges 4-5)  
Anna the prophetess – know for her prayer and fasting in the temple who 
speaks of the child Jesus.  (Luke 2:36-38).  
John the Baptist – calls the people to repentance (Luke 1:76-77).  
Each in their own way add to our knowledge of God and his relationship with 
humankind.   
In looking at the prophets, while they are offer differing perspective, they are 
all similar in their calling.   
A prophet speaks on behalf of God and act as a conscience for the people.   
 
A limited overview of the description of a prophet is as follows: 
A prophet conveys an understanding of the world from God’s perspective  
A prophet is an intermediary who stands between the world of the sacred and 
the world of the mundane, between God and humans.   
Prophets have two main functions  
1. A prophet speaks on behalf of God to humans (Hosea 4:1)  
2. A prophet can speak on behalf of humans to God (Amos 7:2). 
A prophet can see things in the world for good or evil, that other humans can-
not see (Zech 3).  He or she is in tune with the divine nature.   
Some prophets can participate in the deliberation of the divine council (Isa 6)  
A prophet can offer their own words as prophecy (Jer: 28:7-9) 
A prophet communicates through words, writings, actions, symbols.  
          Continued on page 2  
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Divine Speech and Prophetic Speech  
Divine Speech and Prophetic Speech are used by the prophet to reveal the 
word/actions of God.   
1. Divine Speech 
When a prophet speaks it is as if God is speaking.  This is known as the 
‘divine speech’ Thus says the lord, “I am going to let loose on them sword, 
famine, and pestilence, and I will make them like rotten figs that are do bad 
they cannot be eaten.” (Jeremiah 29:17).  9.  The divine speech is known as 
“The Word of the Lord” (Hosea 1:1; Joel 1:1; Mic 1:1) – The readings at 
Mass.   
2. Prophetic Speech  
Prophetic speech is the voice of the prophet giving instruction “Seek the Lord 
and live” (Amos 5:4).   
Prophets are like priests as they are called to mediate between the worlds of 
the sacred and the profane.  Yet prophets have a different function often to 
overtly challenge the status quo, to confront social sin, to condemn idolatry 
and apathy, to speak of what will come to pass if society does not listen and 
change.   
Prophets usually appear in times of crises sent by God when certain political 
and social conditions require a more explicit message to avert disaster or to 
prepare for disaster.  Martin Luther King - Nelson Mandela – Mother Theresa 
etc. 
The apparition of Mary gives us a clear understanding of the role of the 
prophet.  Her message or repentance and the need to return to God is  
echoed through the voices of all the prophet.   
Of course, the ultimate prophet is Jesus the Christ.   

The Vatican rebukes priests for charging tariffs.   
“An offering, by its very nature, must be a free act on the part of the one of-
fering ... not a ‘price to pay’ or a ‘fee to exact’, as if dealing with a sort of 
‘tax’,” it said. 
And though in some countries offerings during mass are the only source of 
income for priests, it “earnestly recommends” they celebrate mass “even if 
they have not received an offering”. (from the Australian of 22/07/2020).  
 
A Personal Response  
Priests do not charge for Masses offered but a donation is welcome.  The fee 
for a funeral is set by the Archdiocese but is also at the discretion of the 
priest.  Most priests do not charge for the funeral of a child or where a family 
is struggling financially.  Our focus is on the spiritual and pastoral welfare of 
people not on financial gain.   
 

Luke 10:7 “a labourer deserves his wages.”  I find it interesting that the  
Vatican is concerned by what a priest receives for his labour.  Obviously, the 
amount a priest receives differs from country to country and diocese to  
diocese.  Personally, I find that priests are not greedy in fact they are some 
of the most generous people I know.   
Weddings are interesting.  Here are some accounts of priests’ experience 
which we usually do not share with the public.  They are meant to put a smile 
on your faces, enjoy!  Priests usually shrug these situations off saying it is 
just part of the job.         Continued on next page  
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I know of one priest who when asked by the couple what his costs might be 
told them “Look to make it easy just give me the same amount as you paid for 
the flowers” the couple were not amused given the cost of same.  The  
question remains which should cost more the priest or the flowers?  I must 
admit this story always brings a smile to my face.   
 
I know of another priest who celebrated an extravagant wedding no expense 
speared and was given an envelope with their sincere thanks.  Later than 
evening while having well deserved whiskey at the end of the day he decided 
to open the envelope.  He had great expectations only to encounter a letter of 
deepest gratitude and the priestly amount of $5.00.  His retelling of the  
account has us in fits of laughter.  I am sure he was in need of another  
whiskey thereafter.  Priests are great story tellers when you get us together.  
In honesty that was 20 years ago so the $5.00 might amount to $15 today.   
Given a priest marries the couple civilly as well as ecclesiastically most  
couples benefit from this arrangement.  Some give nothing.   
 
I remember one time working with a couple in preparing them for the  
wedding.  They were a difficult couple changing their minds on every  
occasion.  They changed their choice of church three times, the last time 
without informing me.   
What was curious is that they then got the mother of the bride to phone me, 
three weeks from the wedding, asking for a reduction in fee.  All the work was 
done an all that remained was the rehearsal.  I responded saying I didn’t mind 
reducing my fee as long as she had also spoken with the photographer or  
video company also asking for a reduction.  She responded by saying “but 
you are the priest you are supposed to help us”  
The couple left a message the following week to say they had secured  
another priest and could I forward on the prepared legal and ecclesiastical 
papers.  I don’t know which impressed me more their arrogance or their  
ignorance.  I wonder what story the told the other priest and if they offered 
him anything.   
Upon telling my priest friends they informed me that I was cruel, greedy,  
unsympathetic, and lacking is pastoral concern all the while laughing at my 
expense.  They told me I was unfit to marry such wonderful couple.   
 
There are many other accounts I could give so that is why priests now place a 
fee on their services.  It makes things easier for all concerned.  Given  
genuine circumstances priests are more than willing to adjust or forgo their 
fees altogether.  Don’t get me wrong there are also very generous people.  
Some are generous to a fault.  So as a matter of justice I believe a fee is  
preferable given my experiences over the years.  It gives clarity and also  
reminds the couple they are dealing with a professional person with 
knowledge and experience which is of immense benefit.   



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2366.46(weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Reconciliation  
By private appointment 
 

Exposition  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Marriages   
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Baptisms  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Prayer Group 
Suspended until further notice. 
 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 
School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
God is in his holy place, 
God who unites those who dwell In his house; 
he himself gives might and strength to his people. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. Lord I love your commands. 
 

My part, I have resolved, O Lord,  
is to obey your word. 
The law from your mouth means more to me 
than silver and gold. 
R. Lord I love your commands. 
  
Let your love be ready to console me  
by your promise to your servant. 
Let your love come to me and I shall live  
for your law is my delight.  
R. Lord I love your commands. 
 

That is why I love your commands 
more than finest gold.  
That is why I rule my life by your precepts: 
I hate false ways. 
R. Lord I love your commands. 
 

Your will is wonderful indeed; 
therefore I obey it .  
The unfolding of your word gives light and teaches the  
simple.  
R. Lord I love your commands. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the  
kingdom. 
Alleluia! 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God. 

Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Kings 3:5, 7-12 
Responsorial Psalm 118:57, 72, 76-77, 127-

130 
St Pauls to the Romans 8:28-30 

Matthew 13:44-52  

Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Isaiah 55:1-3 
Responsorial Psalm 144:8-9, 15-18 
St Pauls to the Romans 8:35, 37-39 

Matthew 14:13-21  
 

Every day we see the violence 
around us. While there seem as 
if there is very little that we can 
do, the Indian political leader 
says it best. Start with the person 
in the mirror- YOU! Be the 
change you want to see within 
others. While you can’t influence 
the world, you can be a better 
human, and become an agent for 
the change you wish to see in 
the world.   
 

“You must be the change you 
wish to se in the world”. Gandhi 
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