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The Prophet Elijah. 
 

Many people think that the prophets were 
morally or spiritually superior to us, and it’s 
easy to think of Elijah or the other prophets 
in this way.  What made Elijah extraordinary 
was his complete commitment to the Will of 
God.  Elijah gave all his energy and heart so 
that the world would know the one true God.  
God uses the ordinary to do the  
extraordinary.   
Some facts concerning Elijah.   
• Elijah’s name means “my God is the 
 Lord.” 
• His life was devoted to the work of  
 restoring true worship in Israel. 
• Elijah’s life was threatened by  
 Jezebel, the wife of King Ahab. 
• The acts of Elijah are found in (1Kings 
 17-22, 2Kings 1-2). 
• A prophet in Israel after the kingdom 
 divided. 
• Contemporary with the kings of Judah 
 named Jehoshaphat, Jehoram. 
• Contemporary with the kings of Israel 
 named Ahab, Ahaziah, Jehoram. 
• Dealt with Israel's king Ahab and his 
 wife Jezebel. 
• Exposed and killed the prophets of 
 Baal. 

• Called upon Elisha to follow him. 



A Reflection on the Gospel 
In our gospel Jesus asked Peter to do something which makes no 
sense.  If we take this incident literarily then we miss the point.  Like  
Elijah the story in the gospel is symbolic.  Maybe a better way of  
explaining it is as follows: 
 
Patrick is a young professional going places in the company for whom 
he is employed.  But one day his boss comes to him asking a favour.  
To comply Patrick would have to ignore his conscience and act unjustly.  
If he says ‘yes’ to the request the doors to promotion opens before him.  
If he says ‘no’, he can forget about his future as he knows he will be 
overlooked.  What to do.  Does Patrick participate in injustice or does 
he walk on water?   
 
Our faith calls us to walk on water many times throughout our life.  
Sometimes what we hold dear can vanish beneath our feet and we feel 
as we are in quicksand/water slowly sinking beneath.  It is then that our 
faith offers us a secure line towards solid ground.   
 
If our lives never challenge us to walk on water we just stay where we 
are in the boat never tasting the thrill of all that life has to offer.  If we 
are never challenged how can we know what we are really made of – 
we remain infantile.  Yes the boat is a safe place to be amidst the 
storms of life but it offers security and nothing else.   
 
For or faith to grow it must be challenged.  Our faith, every now and 
then, challenges our resolve and askes us to walk on water.  To fully 
live we need to get out of the boat – to risk the storms of life – to be 
tossed about by the waves of fear and doubt – even to sink beneath the 
waves.  It is only then that we will have the courage to look beyond the 
storm and to make it to shore on our own terms.   
 
The people in the boat may also reach the shore but only by the skill of 

the captain.  They will have learnt nothing 
only dependence on others.  Which type 
of person would you rather be?  For me 
the boat is not a place of refuge but a 
prison.   
Do not let the bars of despair hold you –  
 
Take a risk – Jump into the water.   
 



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,504.96 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Reconciliation  
By private appointment 
 

Exposition  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Marriages   
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Baptisms  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Prayer Group 
Suspended until further notice. 
 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 
School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Look to your covenant, O Lord,  
and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause,  
and forget not the cries of those who seek you. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. Lord, show us your mercy and love,  
and grant us your salvation. 
 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say,  
a voice that speaks of peace. 
His help is near for those who fear him  
and his glory will dwell in our land.  
R. Lord, show us your mercy and love,  
and grant us your salvation. 
  
Mercy and faithfulness have met; 
justice and peace have embraced.   
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth  
and justice look down from heaven.  
R. Lord, show us your mercy and love,  
and grant us your salvation. 
 

The Lord will make us prosper 
and our earth shall yield its fruit.  
Justice shall march before him 
and peace shall follow his steps.    
R. The hand of the Lord feeds us,  
he answers all our needs. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I hope in the Lord, 
I trust in his word. 
Alleluia! 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
The bread that I will give, says the Lord,  
is my flesh for the life of the world.  

Nineteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Kings 19:9, 11-13 
Responsorial Psalm 84:9-14 
St Pauls to the Romans 9:1-5 

Matthew 14:22-33  
  

Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
Responsorial Psalm 66:2-3, 5-6, 8 

St Pauls to the Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 
Matthew 15:21-28  

 

Follow your heart, listen to your 

inner voice, stop caring about 

what others think. 

Laughter is poison to doubt and 

fear.  

Ignorance is our deepest secret.  

Those who are wise won't be too 

busy, and those who are too 

busy can't be wise.  

Remember to love 

the people who love 

you back.  
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