
Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Times 16 August 2020 

   Parish Priest   Parish Secretary    
   Father John Madden Michele Agustin-Guarino      

  

Parish Office, 116 Cotham Road, Kew 

P.O. Box 3221, Cotham L.P.O. Kew 3101 

 Office Closed on Mondays   

Office Hours Tuesday to Friday, 8:45am-3pm 

Telephone 9853 6701   Mobile 0431 635 068 (Emergency) 

Email: sacred.heart.parish.kew@gmail.com     Website: www.shkew.org.au 

The Deuteronomic Code on Social Justice  
The Tanach, pronounced (Tanakh), is an acronym of the first Hebrew letter of 
each of the Masoretic Texts of its three traditional subdivisions: Torah 
("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses), Nevi'im ("Prophets") and 
Ketuvim ("Writings") - hence TaNaKh. (The Jewish divisions of their bible) 
 
The Book of Deuteronomy  
Deuteronomy is part of the Torah section of the Tanach.  In some ways, it sums 
up the previous four books of the Torah, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus and  
Numbers.  Deuteronomy is the final book of the Torah or the five books of Moses. 
Deuteronomy, written in the 7th century BCE, maintains that all members of the 
community, rich and poor, urban and rural, wise and foolish, powerful and  
marginated are bound to each other.  Every person, by virtue of membership in 
the community, has entitlements that can not be abrogated.  Thus, the widow, the 
orphan, the homeless, the alien, the mentally ill, all who are vulnerable and  
powerless without legal recourse or economic leverage are entitled and must be 
given their share.  They understood that their destiny was linked to the destiny of 
the whole community.  Thus, in looking after the vulnerable the wellbeing of the 
whole community is maintained and its future guaranteed.   
This is central to the Covenant itself.   
The Hebrew people understood that they were judged by the sins of the society to 
which the belonged.   
 
A personal reflection 
A healthy relationship between the community and the self is essential.  Cartesian 
and Lockean ideology may have helped shape modern individualism but at what 
cost?  Since God no longer seems to matter, has the self rather than the  
community become the measure of all things?  Is this our Achilles heel?  I am not 
sure, but we have come to a crossroads amidst capitalism and its resulting   
hunger for meaning.  Do we now view our neighbour as an impediment, or as an 
“I/Thou” relationship in experiencing the self?  Do I see myself as other, or the  
other as mirroring the self?   
Again, I am not sure but this is a time to re-establish core values where people are 
not defined as ‘consumer units’ but as much, much more.  This is a time of new 
possibilities, a post-capitalistic world of potential grace.  We are offered this one 
opportunity to re-evaluate ourselves and our societies – a time to think afresh, of 
new possibilities.  The time is now to learn from our mistakes and grasp this  
moment.  We are only limited by our fears.   



The Bible is not just one book but consists of many books and letters.   
 

The 1
st

 or Old Testament  

The Torah/law/instruction section speaks of pre-history and creation to the giving of 

the Law by God and the establishment of Israel and the Covenant.  

The poetry section is also known as the wisdom section.  Here you will find good  

advice and the universal quest for meaning especially in the book of Job.  The Psalm 

are songs/poetry which are well worth a visit.   

The Historical section is primarily an overview of the history of the people of Israel.  It 

is full of useful information and helps us in understanding timeframes as well as  

giving us a background into the prophets.   

Prophets speak on behalf of God and act as a conscience for the people.  They  

explain history from a theological perspective always focussing on Israel’s  

relationship, or lack thereof with God.   

The bible is a complex grouping of books.  It is not chronological in order and should 

not be read from cover to cover.  Best to start and read a book, or a prophet, as an 

individual resource in itself.  Some historical background is necessary before you 

begin so it is best to buy a Catholic Study Bible for its references and footnotes.   

In my opinion the ‘New Revise Standard Bible’  (Catholic Edition is best).  

Over time, and much study, these sections of the bible join together into coherent 

revelation.  In this sense the Bible is a coherent whole revealing our spiritual history 

and our ongoing relations with God and his love for all humanity/creation.   



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$1,238.50 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Reconciliation  
By private appointment 
 

Exposition  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Marriages   
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Baptisms  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Prayer Group 
Suspended until further notice. 
 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 
School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; 
and look on the face of your anointed one;  
one day within your courts  
is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. O God, let all the nations praise Lord! 
 
O God, be gracious and bless us,  
and let our face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 
and all nations learn your saving help.  
R. O God, let all the nations praise Lord! 
  
Let the nations be glad and exult 
for you rule the world with justice.   
With fairness you rule the peoples,  
you guide the nations on earth.  
R. O God, let all the nations praise Lord! 
 
Let the people praise you, O God;  
let all the peoples praise you.  
May God still give us his blessing.    
till the ends of the earth revere him. 
R. O God, let all the nations praise Lord! 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 
and healed all who were sick. 
Alleluia! 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
I am the living bread that came down from heaven,  
says the Lord. 
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever.  

Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
Responsorial Psalm 66:2-3, 5-6, 8 

St Pauls to the Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 
Matthew 15:21-28 

  

Twenty-First Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Isaiah 22:19-23 
Responsorial Psalm 137:1-3,6, 8 
St Pauls to the Romans 11:33-36 

Matthew 16:13-20  
 

St Paul in our second reading calls 

himself an apostle.  Yet he never 

knew the historical Jesus and was 

not one of the 12 apostles.   

A burial vault is for private sale at 

Kew Cemetery for $10,225 plus a 

transfer fee of $135.  The site is a 

concrete vault with spaces for two 

burials, one above the other,  

situated close to the main entrance  

behind the office.  If you are  

interested please contact Rita 

Ciavarella on 0409 133 181  
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