
Sacred Heart Parish, Kew 
Twenty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Times 6 September 2020 

   Parish Priest   Parish Secretary    
   Father John Madden Michele Agustin-Guarino      

  

Parish Office, 116 Cotham Road, Kew 

P.O. Box 3221, Cotham L.P.O. Kew 3101 

 Office Closed on Mondays   

Office Hours Tuesday to Friday, 8:45am-3pm 

Telephone 9853 6701   Mobile 0431 635 068 (Emergency) 

Email: sacred.heart.parish.kew@gmail.com     Website: www.shkew.org.au 

Adult Education Eucharistic Theology 

Please check our website for the adult education sessions on the Eucharist.  
This consists of five or sic sessions. 
Go to our parish website then go to the heading ‘Sacraments’.  Click on the 
icon and then go to ‘Adult Education’.  Click the icon and scroll down to the 
sessions for Eucharist Theology.  If you have any difficulties, please contact 
Michele at the parish.   
1. Introductory. 
2. Liturgy of the Word. 
3. Understanding the Eucharist A 

4. Understanding the Eucharist B 

5. Communion and recessional rite.  
6.  Deeper view of the spiritual/ transcendent nature of the Eucharist.  

Thank you one and all 
Since we remain in lockdown, I spent a quiet time celebrating my anniversary.  This 
gave me time to reflect on my 30 years as a priest and I would like to share some of 
my insights with you.   
As you know, I celebrated my 30th anniversary of the Priesthood last week.  The 
years have flown by and it only seems like yesterday when I was ordained by  
Archbishop Frank Little.  Over the years, I have met many wonderful people who 
have challenged me to become a better person.  Their faith, generosity and natural 
goodness has at times put me to shame.  So many of you have inspired me over the 
years to become a more prayerful and generous person.  The priesthood I celebrate 
is not really my own but a combination of all those who have taught me the  
importance of living an authentic life with spiritualty at its core. 



At the same time, I have met many people who have challenged me by their lack 
of faith and their negativity.  Such people remain small-minded and afraid,  
denying themselves the gifts which openminded generosity offers.  I still find it 
personally confronting when people refuse to give of themselves but are more 
than willing to take.  Their arrogance and ignorance in my opinion is based on fear 
and insecurity.  Such people remain imprisoned, being both jailer and prisoner.  
The gift they have given me is to remind me of the person I do not want to  
become. 
So, in a real sense, the generous openminded and the self-centred ignorant have 
both contributed to my priesthood.  Maybe I needed both in my life as each has 
taught me, but in totally different ways.  Fundamentally, it is always about living 
life well. 
 

As I celebrate my priesthood, which you continue to influence and nurture, I ask 
that God may bless all of you for your phone calls, gifts, cards and e-mails.  It is 
wonderful to know I am appreciated by so many and I am honoured by your trust 
and confidence in me as your priest.  I am humbled by your natural goodness.   
           Fr. John  

The Roman Catholic Church 

Sometimes I get frustrated by the criticism I hear concerning the 
wealth of the Church i.e. Church properties. Is the Church 
wealthy? – the answer is much more complicated than a simple 
yes or no.  Many look at the properties which the ‘Church’ owns 
with the false opinion that all are owned by the one body.  This is 
not the case as many properties are owned by individual religious 
orders and organizations independent of a diocese.  The ‘Church’ 
is not a single institution but an enormous network of  
institutions, lay and religious, that stretches from the Vatican 
through religious orders and different organizations through to 
dioceses and individual parishes.  Each level has its own set of 
properties and systems within which they function.  Likewise, the 
activities of different organizations within the ‘Church’ are wide 
and varied.  Roles also differ according to the system within which 
one is operating and the activities in which people are  
engaged.  Properties are necessary for any institution to  
function.  Is the ‘Church’ wealthy? I leave it up to you to decide.   



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$3,324.96 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Reconciliation  
By private appointment 
 

Exposition  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Marriages   
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Baptisms  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Prayer Group 
Suspended until further notice. 
 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 
School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
You are just, O Lord, and your judgment is right, 
Treat your servant in accord with your merciful love. 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
Harden not your hearts. 
 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
hail the rock who saves us.  
Let us come before him, giving thanks,  
with songs let us hail the Lord. 
R. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
Harden not your hearts. 
 
Come in; let us bow and bend low; 
Let us kneel before the God who made us   
for he is our God and we,   
the people who belong to his pasture, 
the flock that is led by his hand. 
R. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
Harden not your hearts. 
 

O that today you would listen to his voice!  
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,  
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test;  
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’     
R. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
Harden not your hearts. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; 
and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to 
us. 
Alleluia! 
 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Ecclesiasticus 27:30 - 28:7 
Responsorial Psalm 102:1-4, 9-12 

St Pauls to the Romans 14:7-9 
Matthew 18:21-35  

 

Again, I wish to thank all of you who 
continue to support me during this 
lockdown. Your financial assistance is 
appreciated as is your constant  
pastoral care.  My freezer is full of 
goodies and I lack for nothing.  I  
consider myself very blessed.  I also 
have more time for personal prayer, 
study and reflection.  In many ways, I 
try to see this time as a retreat as I 
am forced to slow down and become 
more reflective.  Yes, there are times 
when the isolation gets me down 
but all in all I hope this time may be 
more beneficial than destructive.  I 
just have to watch the ‘Corona  
Calories’ because of blue cheese and 
cheese cakes and all the goodies I 
continue to receive.  Be assured of 
my prayer and sincere gratitude.   
 Fr. John  
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