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Thought of the week.   
You should always  
forgive your enemies 
nothing annoys them 
so much if they are  
unwilling to forgive you 
in return.   

The Key to inner peace 



The Our Father  
This part of the ‘Our Father’ comes from the book of Ecclesiasticus  
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”.   
“Forgive your neighbour the hurt h/she does you 
And when you pray your sins will be forgiven.” (Ecc: 27:7)   
 
Funerals bring out the best and worse in people.  I remember some years 
ago conducting the funeral for an elderly woman who had four children.  I will 
change some of the general information for obvious reasons.   
 
I remember meeting with the four adult children of this woman.  You could cut 
the atmosphere with a knife.  The air was toxic it was like walking into a  
minefield.  The siblings couldn’t agree on anything, from the readings to the 
prayers they all just disagreed with whatever someone else suggested.  So 
eventually I had to make most of the decisions on their behalf.  There was an 
underlying seething anger among these siblings; they were full of resentment.  
The siblings deeply disliked each other there was so much negative energy 
that it was hard to keep the conversation going.   
 
As usual I asked about their mother hoping to smooth things.  Things went 
from bad to worse as each sibling accused the other of being their mother’s 
favourite.  As the conversation continued to deteriorate it became apparent 
that their mother had played the children one against the other for her  
affection.  They had learnt to compete for their mother’s approval.  Now that 
she was dead the gloves were off.   
 
All their hidden resentment, the frustration, the anger, the negative  
competitiveness came to the fore.  They were imprisoned by their own hurt 
and anguish.  At the same time, they continued to say how much they loved 
their mother and what a good person she was.  Funny sometimes how we do 
not see the wood for the trees.  I am no psychologist but what I saw made me 
wonder.  These siblings had become victims in competing for their mother’s 
affection and consequently projected their unconscious resentment against 
each other.   
 
Their mother would continue to rule from the grave as they became victims of 
their own pain unable or unwilling to identify the true cause of their situation.  
They had learnt to cherish resentment above all else.  It was also obvious 
that the siblings were unable to move forward or to allow healing through  
forgiveness.   
 
That encounter taught me many lessons.  Forgiveness takes courage and  
resilience.  It reminded me of a definition of sin; ‘Sin is a distorted view of  
reality’. These siblings would remain imprisoned unable to move forward.  I 
doubted if they would keep in contact after the funeral as there was no love 
lost between them.   
 
Life is so short yet so many seem unwilling or unable to forgive.  In the end 
we will all return to the dust from which we came.  What do we really achieve 
for the power struggles the hidden agendas, the family arguments and  
abiding cherished resentments?   
Forgiveness is a choice and the choice is yours.   



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$1,326.50 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Reconciliation  
By private appointment 
 

Exposition  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Marriages   
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Baptisms  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Prayer Group 
Suspended until further notice. 
 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 
School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, 
that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, 
and of your people Israel. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. The Lord is kind an merciful;  
slow to anger and rich in compassion. 
 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 
all my being, bless his holy name.  
My soul, give thanks to the Lord  
and never forget all his blessings. 
R. The Lord is kind an merciful;  
slow to anger and rich in compassion. 
 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 
Who heals every one of your ills,  
who redeems your life from the grave,    
who crowns you will love and compassion. 
R. The Lord is kind an merciful;  
slow to anger and rich in compassion. 
 

His wrath will come to an end;  
he will not be angry for ever. 
He does not treat us according to our sins 
Nor repay us according to our faults.  
R. The Lord is kind an merciful;  
slow to anger and rich in compassion. 
 

For as the heavens are high above the earth  
so strong is his love for those who fear him. 
As far as the east is the west 
so far does he remove our sins.  
R. The Lord is kind an merciful;  
slow to anger and rich in compassion. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I give you a new commandment:  
love one another as I have loved you.  
Alleluia! 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Ecclesiasticus 27:30 - 28:7 
Responsorial Psalm 102:1-4, 9-12 

St Pauls to the Romans 14:7-9 
Matthew 18:21-35  

Twenty-Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Isaiah 55:6 - 9 
Responsorial Psalm 144:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 
St Pauls to the Philippians 1:20-24, 27 

Matthew 20:1-16  
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