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Homo hominis lupus est, “Man is wolf to man”. As Thucydides said in the name 
of the Athenians: “The strong do as they want, the weak suffer what they must.” 
History is a Darwinian struggle to survive, and justice is no more than the name 
given to the will of the stronger party.  
 
“Why are the wicked so prosperous? Why are evil people so happy?”  
            (Jer. 12:1).  
The simplest, deepest interpretation is given in (Psalm 92)  
 

“The song of the Sabbath day.” Though “the wicked spring up like grass”, they 
will eventually be destroyed. The righteous, by contrast, “flourish like a palm 
tree and grow tall like a cedar in Lebanon.”  
Evil wins in the short term but never in the long. The wicked are like grass, 
whereas the righteous are more like trees. Grass grows overnight but it takes 
years for a tree to reach its full height. In the long run, tyrannies are defeated. 
empires decline and fall. Goodness and rightness win the final battle. As Martin 
Luther King said in the spirit of the Psalm: “The arc of the moral universe is 
long, but it bends toward justice.”  
 
Difficult though Jewish faith is, it has had the effect through history of leading us 
to say: if bad things have happened, let us blame no one but ourselves, and let 
us labour to make them better. 
 
Abbreviated sections taken from an essay by Rabbi Sacks  
Copyright © 2020 The Office of Rabbi Sacks, All rights reserved.  

The Word of the Lord when we take his love for granted 
 

“Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God.” 

          Hosea 5:4 

“What shall I do with you Israel?  What shall I do with you Judah?   

Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early.” 

          Hosea 6:4  

https://rabbisacks.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a91b54e856e0e4ee78b585d2&id=68fa47af47&e=4d4b6bb20c
https://rabbisacks.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a91b54e856e0e4ee78b585d2&id=122fbf0e6d&e=4d4b6bb20c


Hosea: Prophet of Justice and Fidelity 

In the gospel Jesus holds no punches telling the leaders of his religion that  
prostitutes and sinner tax collectors will enter heaven before them.  One of the aspects 
of the scriptures which I really appreciate is its raw honesty.  There is no political  
correctness just the truth and nothing but the truth.   

Hosea speaks of a ‘God of love’ who remains faithful even though the people have  
rejected him and abandoned the practice of their faith.  Hosea exposes the social sins of 
his time; i.e. the rejection of God, destructive affluence, political intrigue, social  
disintegration, and corrupt practices.  Separated from the source of its strength all that 
the nation of Israel enjoys would be forsaken.  Without a spiritual and moral compass 
this is the result of any society and is a sobering prophecy for our time and place in  
history today.  Without a social moral compass based on spiritual truths society slowly 
crumbles.   

Hosea also attacks the priests for their iniquities (4:8).  They have led the people into sin 
and as such deserve punishment.  This is what he says about the priests of Israel during 
this time, “They feed on the sin of my people; they are greedy for their iniquity.”  Such an 
indictment speaks for itself.   

Hosea challenges those in authority to be people of righteousness.  He attacks the 
house of the King, the priesthood, and those in authority, citing corrupt practices based 
on greed, ignorance and social/moral corruption.  The people suffer at the hands of 
those who are commissioned to protect them.  The weak and the vulnerable are  
discarded.  Hosea states of the leaders of that day that “they are incapable of  
innocence” (8:4-5).   

“Therefore, the land mourns and all who live in it languish together with he wild animals 
and the birds of the air, even the fish of the sea are perishing.” (4:3).  Hosea speaks of 
nature as a barometer of the health of a society.  Nature itself reflects the sickness or 
heath of that society.   

A study of Hosea reveals he is not about doom and gloom.  In fact, he offers a solution 
for all to follow.  As he says all that is require is this:  ‘our willingness to change’  

“Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap steadfast love, break up your fallowed ground.  
For it is time to seek the Lord, that he may come and rain righteousness upon you.”  
Hosea (10:12).   

In conclusion this is one of my favourite passages in Hosea.  Here we see God as a 
loving parent who cannot give up the child she loves.  

That child in you and I.  God bears his/her heart to us. 

The loving pathos of God  
 

“When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
And out of Egypt I called my son (exodus) 
The more I called them (Israel and Judah) 
the more they went from me. 
Yet it was I who taught Israel to walk, 
I took them (Israel and Judah) up in my 
arms. 
But they did not know that I healed them.   
I led them with cords of human kindness, 
With bands of love. 
I was too then like those who lift infants to 
the cheeks. 
I bend down to them and fed them. 

How can I give you up Israel? 
How can I hand you over O’ Israel? 
My heart recoils within me. 
My compassion grows warm and tender. 
I will not execute my fierce anger. 
I will not destroy you for I am God and not mortal. 
I am the Holy One in your midst. 
I will not come in wrath.” 
     Hosea (11:1-4, 8-9) 

I ask that you slowly read this passage from Hosea a 

few times and ponder its meaning.  These are the word 

of God today to you and I.  How can we ever respond  

appropriately to such intimate love and tender care!   



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$1,855.50 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Reconciliation  
By private appointment 
 

Exposition  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Marriages   
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Baptisms  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Prayer Group 
Suspended until further notice. 
 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 
School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
All that you have done to us, O Lord,   
you have done with true judgment, 
for we have sinned against you 
and not obeyed your commandments. 
But give glory to your name 
and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
 

Lord, make me know your ways. 
Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 
for you are God my saviour. 
R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
 

Remember your mercy, Lord,  
and the love you have shown from of old  
Do not remember the sins of my youth. 
In your love remember me, 
Because of your goodness, O Lord. 
R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
 

The Lord is good and upright. 
He shows the path to those who stray,  
he guides the humble in the right path;   
he teaches his way to the poor.   
R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;   
I know them, and they follow me.  
Alleluia! 
 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Ezekiel 18:25-28 
Responsorial Psalm 24:4-9 

St Pauls to the Philippians 2:1-11 
Matthew 21:28-32 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday of Ordinary 
Time 

 

Isaiah 5:1-7 
Responsorial Psalm 79:9, 12-16, 19-20 

St Pauls to the Philippians 4:6-9 
Matthew 21:33-43 
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