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It is time to reclaim religion 

I continually hear people ask why are our churches closed?  For many  
restrictions on our places of worship make little or no sense.  Many churches 
are large and, given the space social distancing, should not be a concern.  
The cathedral is a case in point.  People are hurting and now, more than  
ever, people need God and prayer in their lives.  There is a dire need to  
re-open our churches which for so many are their spiritual homes.  With the 
growing numbers of people suffering stress and depression, a church can be 
a haven of hope and comfort.   

In no way do I wish to be political but I ask that you pray that we may be able 
to re-open our churches so people can visit and say a prayer during the day.   

The book of Ecclesiasticus tells us there is a time to stay silent and 
there is a time to speak.   

At a moment, when the world seems to be spinning out of control, religion might 
feel irrelevant.  Religions and ideologies are becoming a battlefield in this rapidly 
changing landscape.  Religions are being challenged by a post-Christian Australia.  
Many Catholics cherry pick what they want and reject the rest.  Our lack of 
knowledge concerning our faith is a fundamental part of the problem.  Ignorance is 
the reward of apathy as is the rise in fundamentalism.  This ought to concern us 
deeply.   

Most priests continue to do their best.  The great failure of our Catholic culture is 
that many Catholics have substituted faith for individualism, or social justice for 
spiritual wisdom and knowledge of God.  The fact is that our people are sacra-
mentalised but seldom evangelized.  This fundamentally adds to the irrelevancy of 
institutional religion among our Catholic families.  How might we engage families 
with a busy life to help educate their children in their faith?   What does belonging 
to a parish mean in the 21st Century?  Many parishes are struggling financially so 
while there is a desire for evangelization this remains unfulfilled.   

Today, more than ever, we need our Catholic religion to be a strong force in  
guiding society through this time of deconstruction and reconstruction.  We  
desperately need passionate religious leaders, not leaders who are stuck in a  
paradigm that is perfunctory and lacking vision.   



It is time to reclaim religion. (Continued from pervious page)  

The spiritual truths of our faith are life-giving and transformative.  Our religion has 
the ability to heal and renew our society and its people.  How can we be relevant 
to modern society if we settle for mediocracy?  If our families and young people 
seem uninterested then we need to re-examine ourselves.  Their criticism is an 
invitation for transformation; not an attack but more a cry to engage.  How can we 
make our religious experiences meaningful for this generation and the next?  If 
ours is a lifeless message then we had better get our act together.  For as our 
gospel says today “I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be taken from you 
and given to a people who will produce its fruit.”   

This is God’s challenge today, here and now, to all people of faith.  Is our voice 
one of silence?  If so it is a deafening silence for all to hear.  If the heart of our faith 
in God is not one of ‘genuine passion’ it will surely die.  It is time for all religions to 
become part of the solution.   

Our institutional Church need to be guilty of compassion and hope – joy and 
peace – this is our gift to modern society.  A voice that challenges our social and 
political institutions but also speaks with humility and integrity.  This is our tradition. 
This is our mandate given by God.   

Religions have the power to overcome pessimism and a culture of despair.  We 
are called to be more than just another institution, more than main-stream middle 
class conservatism.  We are called to be passionate innovators of the Word of 
God manifest in our midst.  Our society needs us like never before, but do we 
have the courage to embrace this challenge or do we settle for silence?  Silence is 
not an option.  It is time to embrace our spiritual fortitude.  It is time to revitalize our 
faith communities and parishes.  I believe it is time to reclaim our religion as a 
force for good.   

Something to Brighten up your Week 

My boss told me to have a good day, so I went home. 

My friend says to me: "What rhymes with orange" I said: "No it doesn't" 

The other day, my girlfriend asked me to pass her lipstick but I accidentally 
passed her a glue stick. She still isn't talking to me. 

And the lord said unto John, "Come forth and you will receive eternal life". 
John came fifth and won a car. 

Why is there a fence around a cemetery? People are dying to get in there. 

I think I would like a job cleaning mirrors, it’s just something I could really see 
myself doing.    



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$3,153.96 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Reconciliation  
By private appointment 
 

Exposition  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Marriages   
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Baptisms  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Prayer Group 
Suspended until further notice. 
 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 
School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Within you will, O Lord, all things are established,   
and there is none that can resist your will. 
For you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, 
and all that is held within the circle of heaven; 
you are the Lord of all. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 

You brought a vine out of Egypt; 
to plant it you drove out the nations. 
It stretched out its branches to the sea,  
to the Great River it stretched out its shoots.   
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 

Then why have you broken down its walls?  
It is plucked by all who pass by.  
It is ravaged by the boar of the forest, 
devoured by the beasts of the field. 
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 
look down from heaven and see.  
Visit this vine and protect it,  
the vine your right hand has planted.   
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 

And we shall never forsake you again:  
give us life that we may call upon your name. 
God of hosts, bring us back; 
let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.   
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I call you friends, says the Lord, 
because I have made known to you 
everything I have learnt from my Father. 
Alleluia! 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Isaiah 5:1-7 
Responsorial Psalm 79:9, 12-16, 19-20 

St Pauls to the Philippians 4:6-9 
Matthew 21:33-43 

 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Isaiah 25:6-10 
Responsorial Psalm 22 

St Pauls to the Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20  
Matthew 22:1-14 

 

Caring Female Required 
A caring parishioner is looking 

for a female to share her home.  

If you are interested or know of  

anyone looking for a place to 

live, with good Christian values.  

Please contact the parish or 

phone 0423 666 600.   
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