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Life is an invitation – Life is a gift 

One of the aspects of humanity is that we take things for granted until they are 
gone and then we bemoan their loss, As George Bernard Shaw once said, “youth 
is wasted on the young.”  I tend to agree with him.  If I were young again there is 
so much more I would done with my time.  That being said, once we reach a  
certain age it is imperative for us to review life and evaluate ourselves in the light of 
past experiences.   

As I reflect, I must admit I have taken so much for granted, health, family,  
friends - the list goes on.  At my age, some of my friends are beginning to fall off 
the perch.  The generation before me, as my buffer zone against death, is  
diminishing rapidly.  My mortality is becoming a conscious reality.   

I believe that when we die, we are asked to evaluate our lives based on two simple 
questions:   

1. Did I enjoy myself? 

2. What did I learn? 

My first response as I ponder these questions is that over the years I have become 
more and more aware of the extravagant generosity of God.   

Wherever we look and wherever we go there is mystery and gift.  The  
magnificence of the most common flower – the mystery of the life cycle of a  
butterfly.  The intelligence of an octopus – the gift of silence – the awesome beauty 
of creation – a rainbow - the Southern Cross in the night sky - the cry of a child.  

At times like this I am touched by the profound majesty of life itself.   

Live a Meaningful Life—Live life Well 

The gift of life is so precious that we should feel an obligation to pay back the 

universe.  We should leave this world a better place for us having the  

privilege of been here.  We are merely visitors the world is not ours.  



So, what have I learnt?  I have learnt that most people live in a matrix of illusion.  This illusion is like 
Plato’s allegory of the cave.  According to this theory, everything in the physical world is just a 
reflection of an ideal form (just like the shadows in the cave).   

This illusionary matrix is when we complicate things which bind and blind us from happiness.  
We settle for the illusion rather than the truth.  The result is existential nihilism based on the 
subjective belief that this or that will make us happy.  This matrix becomes the web of our 
existence from which there is no escape.   

For some who take the road less travelled we escape this trap.  We remember and celebrate 
that life is meant to be simple and enjoyable.  The beauty of life beacons us forward in the 
mystery of the divine.  Life itself is the blessing with all its joys and burdens.   

For myself, I have encountered four basic truths.   

Live simply – enjoy your life – remember time flies - make time for God. 

The death of my best friend Dermot taught me that possessions are merely objects of 
little value, yet they can possess us.   

We spend much time accumulating wealth, but our wealth does not value us.  Our wealth 
remains utterly indifferent to our cares and concerns.  Wealth is unfaithful; it will leave 
us at the first opportunity.   

Emotional maturity is essential for inner happiness.  Why hold onto grudges for years only to 
imprison ourselves with bitterness and anger?   

Don’t be consumed by consumerism.  Jump in puddles instead.  Celebrate the child within – be 
mischievous – become like a little child again.   

Life is an invitation – Life is a gift – you already have everything you need; let no one tell you 
otherwise.   

This is what God promises us if we seek out a meaningful relationship with him.   

Remember God does not lie! 

My sincere gratitude  

Many thanks to all of you who continue to support me during this lock down.  It is not taken for 
granted and is much appreciated.  I am blessed to know that so many of you care for me in so 
many ways.  By the way, my freezer is full of food and I have plenty of cheese to keep me going 
so all is well.            Fr. John  

The meaning of life  

• To spread more smiles than tears  

• To become a better person 

• To listen well  

• To know thy self 

• To laugh so hard you cry 

• To die at peace with the life I have lived.   

Man said to the priest “I have tried to find the meaning of life, but it alludes me.” 

The Priest replied     “Have you tried googling it?  



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,666.50 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, quarterly) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Reconciliation  
By private appointment 
 

Exposition  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Marriages   
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Baptisms  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Prayer Group 
Suspended until further notice. 
 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 
School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,   
Lord, who could stand?. 
But with you is found forgiveness,  
O God of Israel. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of 
my life. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures  
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit.  R. 
  
He guides me along the right path;  
he is true to his name,  
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear.   
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. R.  
 

You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing.  R.  
 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell  
for ever and ever. R.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
enlighten the eyes of our heart, 
that we might see how great is the hope 
to which we are called. 
Alleluia! 
 
COMMUNION ACCLAMATION 
The rich suffer want and go hungry, 
But those who seek the Lord lack no blessing. 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Isaiah 25:6-10 
Responsorial Psalm 22 

St Pauls to the Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20  
Matthew 22:1-14 

 

Twenty-Ninth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Isaiah 45:4-6 
Responsorial Psalm 95:1,3-5, 7-10 

St Pauls to the Thessalonians 1:1-5  
Matthew 22:15-21 

 

Caring Female Required 

A caring parishioner is looking 

for a female to share her home.  

If you are interested or know of  

anyone looking for a place to 

live, with good Christian values.  

Please contact the parish or 

phone 0423 666 600.   
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