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A chiasm (otherwise known as chiasmus) is a literary device that presents a  
series of ideas, and then repeats them in opposite order. Chiastic structure is  
often expressed in letters. An example of this structure is idea A and idea B,  
followed by idea B' and idea A'. B' and A' are the same ideas as B and A, but 
in reverse order creating ABB'A'. If we look at the Gospel from a chiastic  
structure much can be gleamed.  

Our weekday Mass will resume from 3 November.  You will need to  
register  in order to attend due to the limited numbers.  Please do so via 
email or by calling the office.  Only 10 people are permitted to attend. 

A) Blessed are the poor in spirit: 

  

Theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  
B) Blessed the gentle: 

  

They shall have the earth for their heritage 

  
C) Blessed those who mourn: 

  

They shall be comforted. 

  
D) Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for what is right: 

  

They shall be satisfied. 

  

D’) Blessed the merciful: 

  

They shall have mercy shown them. 

  
C’) Blessed the pure in heart: 

  

They shall see God. 

  
B’) Blessed the peacemakers: 

  

They shall be called sons and daughters of God. 

  
A’) Blessed are those who are persecuted in 
the cause of right: 

Theirs is the kingdom of heaven 



Please refer to the previous page  

‘(A & A) Note that the first and the final blessed have an identical response, ‘Theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven”.  So, there is a definite link between the ‘poor in spirit’ 
and ‘those who are persecuted in the cause of right.’  This identical response acts 
as a literary tool and effectively closes this passage.   

The ‘poor in spirit’ are those who realize that life is more than personal success.  
This realization expressed here as ‘poor in spirit’ speaks of a psychological  
maturity, a poverty that is lifegiving.  This duty of care to others is a realization that 
there are many types of poverty and that poverty affects the rich and the poor 
alike.  In this sense, those who recognise spiritual or psychological poverty in their 
lives are truly blessed.  This poverty is the doorway to the kingdom of heaven.   

 

(B & B’) The gentle and the peacemakers work hand in hand.  They shall be 
called children of God and have the earth as their heritage.  Note we have moved 
from heaven to earth.  These are the people who gently work behind the scenes 
looking for no reward for themselves.  These are the people who have a deep  
personal prayer life.  They seek what can be brought about by gentle persuasive 
means.  They are the carers of our world and the healers of our planet.  This is 
why they shall have the ‘earth as their heritage’. 

 

(C & C’) The pure of heart mourn for what is lost through our inhumanity and 
greed.  They suffer intense pain when viewing the sins of our world.  Their  
innocence and vulnerability are like that of a child.  They are the saints in our midst 
offering their suffering as gift to God.  They are in the world but not of the world 
and have a purity of heart that remains uncontaminated offering us a glimpse of 
true holiness.  These are the truly spiritual beings in our midst and keep balance in 
our universe.  According to Jewish mysticism there are always 48 truly holy  
people, chosen by God, to keep humanity from the abyss.  Their reward is that 
“they shall be comforted for they shall see God”.   

 

(D & D’) Mercy is a concept integral to our understanding of God’s dealings with 
humankind.  To be merciful is to show benevolence, mildness or tenderness of 
heart?) which disposes a person to overlook injuries, or to treat others as you 
would want them to treat you.  It derives from a deep desire, an inner hunger 
and thirst, to do what is right.  It requires the ability to forgive from a pureness of 
heart.  Revenge, punishment and even justice, are replaced by a deep  
willingness to see the inner soul of the person who stands before you.  This 
requires aspects of all the other qualities and offers a deep inner peace  
independent of external realities or situations.  These individual people  
experience deep satisfaction in the depth of their hearts.  Mercy employs the 
wisdom of the ages and is the doorway to inner transcendence.  Such people 
are truly blessed.   

 

Scripture is always fascinating. All we must do is to look at what it tells us.  
There are many other ways of exploring the Beatitudes.  I hope this personal 
brief overview will give you something to reflect upon.  The Beatitudes forms 
a spiritual map which, if followed, guides us to the kingdom of heaven.   



Resources for 2021 

Break Open the Word and the Ordo are now available for 2021.  I highly  

recommend these to you as a resource for prayer and preparation for Sunday Mass.  

These may be ordered at Southern Cross Church Supplies, 608 Glenferrie Road. 

Phone # 98185166.   https://southerncrosschurchsupplies.com.au 

 

All Saints Day activity for Children 

https://southerncrosschurchsupplies.com.au


1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,891.46 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Tuesday—Saturdays  
9.15 Am.  Restrictions apply to 10 
people only.   
 

There are no weekend Masses 
 

Reconciliation  
By private appointment 
 

Exposition  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Marriages   
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Baptisms  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Prayer Group 
Suspended until further notice. 
 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 
School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

Let us all rejoice in the Lord,  
as we celebrate the feast day in honour of all the Saints, 
at whose festival the Angels rejoice  
and praise the Son of God. 
  
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

R. Lord this is the people that longs to see your face. 
  
The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,  
the world and all its people. 
It is he who set it on the seas; 
on the waters he made it firm.  R. 
  

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? 
Who shall stand in his holy place?    
The man with clean hands and pure heart,  
who desires not worthless things.R. 
 

He shall receive blessings from the Lord 
and reward from the God who saves him.   
Such are the men who seek him,  
seek the face of the God of Jacob. R. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come to me, all you that labour and are burdened,  
and I will give you rest, says the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
  
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called children of God. 
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness, 
for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

All Saints  
 

Apocalypse 7:2-4, 9-14 

Responsorial Psalm 23:1-6 

St John 3:1-3 

Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Thirty-Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Wisdom 6:12-16 

Responsorial Psalm 62:2-8 

St Pauls to the Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Matthew 25:1-13 
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