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A Reflection on Today’s Gospel  
 
The story of the talents is an interesting one for us to reflect upon.  Most of us 
have more talent than we ever know about or use.   
There is something sad about seeing talents go to waste, for when a talent 
goes to waste the person to whom the talent belongs loses something of  
himself or herself.  A brilliant footballer turns to drugs, a priest leaves the 
priesthood, a politician behaves inappropriately, musicians go off the rails; the 
list goes on.   
So, how do we use our talents and how do we achieve the best outcome for 
ourselves and others?   
I believe a talent is a two-edged sword.  Having a talent for music or writing 
places much pressure on the individual to succeed.  The expectation of  
success places a heavy burden and the psychological pressure can be  
challenging to say the least.   
Maybe the solution lies in a balance which curbs unreal expectations while 
also allowing a talent to be experienced as a joyful gift.  This can only  
enhance the experience for all concerned.   
 
Is the man who went abroad and entrusted talents in our gospel demanding 
too much?  There are two so called success stories but one also who failed.   
Listen to what the third person says ‘I heard that you are a hard man so I was 
afraid...so I hid the talent I was given’.  So, who is at fault?   
Should the man with the one talent be punished for being afraid and behaving 
as he did?  Is he at fault due to a combination of laziness, cowardice and  
selfishness?  After all, he only had one talent so why not use it!  Or is it the 
fault with the person who gave him the talent in the first place?  Why did he 
choose this person as against someone else?  What do you think?  Maybe 
the story is trying to convey we all have been given one or more talents and 
everyone is gifted in some way.  It might be the gift of compassion, how to  
financially successful, intellectual ability, a tradesperson, a horticulturist, an 
artisan etc.   How we use our talent/s is of vital importance.   
I don’t know the answer, but this gospel leaves me uncomfortable.  It leaves 
me confused because there is no forgiveness.   



Then again we are speaking of a parable and the Kingdom of heaven.  The 
story is about missed opportunities and an unwillingness to do one’s best.  
We are given every chance in this life but how we live determines our future 
in the next.  I believe this is the core message in our Gospel today and for the 
last number of weeks as we come to the end of the liturgical year.   
 
Life is not a spectator sport. We all need to be challenged and our talents are 
inbuilt opportunities for doing good.  The problem with the third man was that 
he was self-centred and only saw things as negative and difficult.  His  
perception determined his reality and so he remained closed-minded and 
afraid.  Who is at fault I am not sure, but the end result is the same – a life not 
well-lived.   
 
The weeping and grinding of teeth represent what Catholics call the ‘Beatific 
vision’.  In the Kingdom of Heaven, we see things from God’s perspective and 
recognise our full capacity for doing good and the consequences of  
opportunities lost on ourselves and others.   
Which person are you in the gospel; the many who went abroad, the two  
successful men, or the one who was afraid to take a risk?   
 
What is the gospel telling you about the life you are presently living?  Our 
gospel can be viewed from many perspectives and is worthy of some time for 
personal reflection.   

Online Children’s Liturgy is on every Sunday from 9am.  If you are inter-

ested in join our session please email Michele and she will  

provide you with the login details and resources required for the  

session. 

 What did the left eye say to the right eye? Between you and me, something smells. 
 Why is there a fence around a cemetery? People are dying to get in. 
 Why do fish live in salt water? Because pepper makes them sneeze! 
 Just remember - you never really completely useless, you can always serve as a 

bad example. 
 My wallet is like an onion. When I open it, it makes me cry... 
 Life is short, smile while you still have teeth. 
 Money can’t buy happiness, but it sure makes misery easier to live with. 
 If you do a job too well, you’ll get stuck with it. 
 The road to success is always under construction. 
 Don't tell me the sky is the limit when there are footprints on the moon. 
 I don’t suffer from insanity, I enjoy every minute of it. 
 Birthdays are good for you. Statistics show that people who have the most live the 

longest. 
 Your smile is proof that the best things in life are free. 
 I'm so good at sleeping. I can do it with my eyes closed. 



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$5,009.09 This includes two annual donations  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Reconciliation  
By private appointment 
 

Exposition  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Marriages   
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Baptisms  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Prayer Group 
Suspended until further notice. 
 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 
School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of  
affliction  
You will call upon me, and I will answer you, 
and I will lead back your captives from every place. 
      
  
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

R. Happy are those who fear the Lord. 
  
O blessed are those who fear the Lord  
and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper.  R. 
  
Your wife like a fruitful vine 
in the heart of your house;   
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table. R. 
   

Indeed thus shall be blessed 
the man who fears the Lord.   
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
In a happy Jerusalem 
all the days of your life. R. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord; 
my branches bear much fruit. 
Alleluia! 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

To be near God is my happiness, 
to place my hope in God the Lord.  

 

Thirty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 

Responsorial Psalm 127:1-5 

St Pauls to the Thessalonians 5:1-6 

Matthew 25:14-30 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the  
Universe 

 

Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17 

Responsorial Psalm 22:1-3, 5-6 

St Pauls to the Corinthians 15:20-26, 28 

Matthew 25:31-46 

A wife who makes me laugh 
A wife that keeps me enthusiastic  
A wife that inspires me  
A wife that keeps me young  
A wife that is spontaneous  
A wife that is positive  
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