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Poverty Comes in Many Forms.   
On a cold winter’s night, a man saw a girl shivering with the cold.  Her clothes 
were threadbare, and it was snowing hard. 
She stood there shivering as a cold wind and flurries of snow made it even colder.  
Her teeth chattered and she shivered uncontrollably.   
She looked fragile as her thin arms hugged her body in a futile attempt to stay 
warm.  The night closed in around her. 
The man got angry with God.   
Why do you allow such things to happen?  There is so much suffering and pain in 
the world.  You are supposed to a God of love and yet you do nothing.   
Why don’t you do something about it? 
 
And in the quiet God replied  
“I have already done something about it. I created you!” 
 
This simple story sums up the gospel.  The world and its problems are our  

responsibility and often our creation.  It is far easier to blame God instead of  

ourselves.  We fail to understand that Earth and heaven are two quite different 

places.  Earth is not perfect; sin and struggle reside here.  Our gospel leaves us in 

no doubt God makes it abundantly clear we are accountable for our world.  We 

are judged by the sins of our society.   

It is our responsibility to establish heaven on earth.  Heaven or earth - we choose. 

 

Hungry 
I was hungry not for food but for a smile or for someone to say hello.   
I was hungry for appreciation by my family but only received their silence. 
Thirsty  
I was thirsty for a bit of encouragement but was only criticised for my  
mistakes.  I was thirsty for living a fill life but was offered sameness. 



I was naked  
I lacked self-esteem because no one believed in me.  I suffered from depres-
sion and no one even noticed.  My nakedness was invisible to you.   
Sick 
I was sick with worry.  People gossiped about me and told lies about me and 
you never came to my defence.   
Homeless  
I was without friends and isolated and you never spoke to me.  Even in 
church, you ignored me though I sat next to you.  You kept your distance 
and made sure I kept mine.   
We can be blind in so many ways especially in our modern society where we 
may say hello to our neighbours, but we don’t know them.  The catch 
phrase is something like this, “We are private people who keep to our-
selves.”   
A better option may be as follows:  
Hungry  
I was hungry for a smile and you smiled at me.  You stopped to speak to me 
and brightened up my day.   
Naked 
When I lacked courage, you gave the self-esteem I needed to believe in my-
self.  You accepted me though I am different from you.  You helped me get 
employment and gave me good advice.   
Sick 
I was sick with worry and wounded by failure and you listened to me.  Your 
patient positive attitude gave me hope.  I didn’t give up because of you.   

Party Time 

As you know Christmas is just around the corner.  Due to the corona 

virus we cannot have a major celebration for Christmas.   

Consequently, we are arranging two opportunities for parishioners to 

celebrate.  We are limiting each gathering to a maximum of 25  

people.  Drinks will be provided, and people are invited to bring 

cheese and nibbles if they wish.  The dates are December 1
st

 and 2
nd

 

from 7.30pm onwards.  Depending on the response we can arrange 

another opportunity to celebrate if required.  So, if you wish to have 

a laugh, catch up with parishioners and even make new friends 

please e-mail or phone the office with your preferred date.  It is our 

way of saying thank you to so many who have supported Myself and 

Michele  over this difficult period and throughout the year.   



The Prophet Ezekiel  

The Book of Ezekiel is the third of the books of the Major Prophets, coming after 

the other major prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah in the Christian canon.  Ezekiel 

was of a priestly family and therefore was eligible to serve as a priest.  As a 

priest-prophet called to minister to the exiles, his mission was to the Judean  

exiles in Babylon.   

Ezekiel lived during a time of international upheaval. The Assyrian empire had 

destroyed the northern kingdom of Israel in 722-721 B.C.E. began to  

disintegrate due to the resurgent Babylon. In 612 the great Assyrian city of  

Nineveh fell to a combined force of Babylonians and Medes.   

The fact that Israel was God's covenant people and that Jerusalem was the city 

of his temple would not bring their early release from exile or prevent Jerusalem 

from being destroyed (see Jeremiah: chs. 29-30).  The only hope the prophet 

was authorized to extend to his hearers was that of living at peace with them-

selves and with God during their exile. 

Once news was received that Jerusalem had fallen, Ezekiel's message turned to 

the Lord's consoling word of hope for his people.  God’s promised that Israel 

would experience revival and restored with the establishment of the perfected 

‘Kingdom of God’ on earth (chs. 33-48).  Today’s 1
st
 reading is taken from this 

section of the book of the prophet Ezekiel.   

The overall message is one of enduring hope amidst destruction, sacrifice,  

suffering and loss.  God will always remain faithful to his Covenant.  He will  

revive his people once more, but this time he will shepherd them himself with 

compassion.  He will cleanse them of all their sins, and then he will  

establish his kingdom on earth.  Jerusalem will be rebuilt but now it would be the  

‘Holy City, a Holy Eternal City’ where God will forever live among his people.   

Working be reminder on Saturday 28 November 2020 at 11—2pm 

WORKING BEE: YOUR HELP IS REQUIRED 

Who   EVERYONE WELCOME 

What   GARDEN AND CHURCH  

Where  OUR PARISH  

When   28th NOVEMBER 10AM-2PM 

How   BRING EQUIPMENT  

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Major+prophet&filters=sid%3a609ebcec-c928-daef-b528-c102284e1805&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Biblical+canon&filters=sid%3aa70d7b48-a570-c614-124a-e018ca8b4cb9&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Babylon&filters=sid%3abc0aa129-8b92-975c-f33b-18abdc3fa051&form=ENTLNK


1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$1952.50 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Reconciliation  
By private appointment 
 

Exposition  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Marriages   
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Baptisms  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Prayer Group 
Suspended until further notice. 
 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website https://

shkew.org.au/faith-formation 

 
School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

How worthy was the Lamb who was slain,  
to receive power and divinity,  
and wisdom and strength and honour. 
To him belong glory and power for ever and ever.  
    
  
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 
  
The Lord is my shepherd;  
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. R. 
  

Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit.   
He me guides me along the right path; 
he is true to my name. R. 
   

You are prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes.   
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. R. 
 
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. R. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father David! 
Alleluia! 
  
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

The Lord sits as King for ever. 
The Lord will bless his people with peace.  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the  
Universe 

 

Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17 

Responsorial Psalm 22:1-3, 5-6 

St Pauls to the Corinthians 15:20-26, 28 

Matthew 25:31-46 

First Sunday of Advent Year B 
 

Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1, 3-8 

Responsorial Psalm 79:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 

St Pauls to the Corinthians 1:3-9 

Mark 13:33-37 
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