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The Four Weeks of Advent  

Prayer  
Prayer is not about asking or receiving it is so much more.  One of the reasons 
some of us do not pray is because we have not been introduced to its riches.  
Prayer is about honouring the self, stepping into the mystery of the self, and  
embracing the self with enthusiasm and joy.   
Prayer is a journey of self-discovery into life itself—a life which is transformative 
and exciting.  Prayer energises life and affirms hopes while inviting us to explore 
our true nature.  Prayer illuminates life and transforms our way of communicating 
with ourselves.  Prayer opens us up to a world beyond our imaginings.   
 
Prayer is the doorway and journey of experiencing the mundane as the sacred 
and to be touched by the majesty of God.  Religions gradually become redundant 
for in the mystery of the self we also encounter the mystery of the divine.  The 
end result is that this sacred truth takes us to a place beyond expectations to one 
of enlightenment.   
Take the road less travelled—be a person of authentic prayer  



The power of sin 

The power of sin is interesting to reflect upon.  In today’s reading 

Isaiah states that “Our sins blew us away like the wind.” “You hid 

your face from us and gave us up to the power of our sins.”  

Sin is insidious in nature and creeps up on us if we are not vigilant.  

The story of sin begins in the book of Genesis.   

“If you do not do well, sin is lurking at the door; its desire is for you, 

but you must master it” (Gen: 4:7).  The prophet Hosea also states 

that “Their sin does not allow them to return to their God” (5:4). 

 

Sin feeds both upon our strengths and upon our vulnerabilities.  

When things are going well, we can come to the belief that we do 

not need God.  This is one of the deceptions of sin to create i.e.,  

A) ‘a distorted view of reality’ – based on our successes in life.  

God is treated much like a professional, hopefully of benefit, there 

when you need, him but otherwise quite unnecessary.   

 

The other way sin works is by using our vulnerability against us.  In 

a vulnerable state we can at times compromise our integrity in the 

hope it will bring us what we desire.  This distorted view of reality  

allows us to believe that the end justifies the means.  This is the 

second deception sin uses i.e., B) ‘Our goodness gone astray’.  

Sin uses our goodness against us.   

 

The ultimate aim of sin is to deprive us of personally knowing God.  

Sin will use our strengths and our vulnerability to rupture our  

relationships with God and with each other.  The result is spiritual 

isolation.  Sin then feeds off this drawing strength from our inner 

loneliness.  It is almost as if sin knows what it is doing so we need to 

ever vigilant and as our gospel says “stay awake”.    



Our New Sound System and Monitors 
 
The parish has installed a new state of the art sound digital system as many 

were complaining that they couldn’t properly hear the readers or myself as the 

sound was inadequate for their needs.  We have also installed two 75 inch 

monitors for your benefit.  This will help enhance our liturgies and can also be 

used for Sacramental and Spiritual Adult Education.   

Given the cost of our new sound system we are asking you to be generous as 

our church reopens once more.  It has been a difficult time for all, and our  

parish is not exempt from the economic realities due to the Corona virus.  At 

the same time many have been very generous and have continued to support 

us during the lockdown for which we are most grateful.   

Online Children’s Liturgy will resume in the church every Sunday 

during 9:30am. Mass  We thank all who have made our children’s lit-

urgy on line such a success.  Your dedication to the our children is 

much appreciated  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for parishioners who came along to our working bee.  As we begin 

a new year it is good to get back to normal and to have such great people 

helping to make our church and the gardens presentable once more.  Many 

hands make light labour and your commitment to our faith community speaks 

for itself.   

The more you weigh the harder you are to kidnap so 

stay safe and eat cake, chocolate, ice-cream,  and 

lollies but avoid salads, fruit and exercise.   



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$2,534.96 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6pm 
Sunday 9:30am & 5pm 
Tuesday to Friday 9:15am 
 

Reconciliation  
After Saturday 9.15am Mass (or by 

private appointment) 

Exposition  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Marriages   
Please refer to our website. 
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website 

Parish Website https://

shkew.org.au 

School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

To you, I lift up my soul, O my God.  
In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame.  
Nor let my enemies exult over me;  
and let none who hope in you be put to shame.      
  
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

R. Lord, make turn to you, let us see your face and 
we shall be saved. 
  
O shepherd of Israel, hear us,  
shine forth from your cherubim throne. 
O Lord, rouse up your might, 
O Lord, come to our help. R. 
  

God of hosts, turn again we implore, 
Look down from heaven and see,   
Visit this vine and protect it,  
the vine your right hand has planted. R. 
   

May your hand be on the person you have chosen,  
the person you have given your strength.   
And we shall never forsake you again: 
give us life that we may call upon your name. R. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord, show us your mercy and love, 
and grant us your salvation. 
Alleluia! 
  
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

The Lord will bestow his bounty, 
and our earth shall yield its increase. 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1, 3-8 

Responsorial Psalm 79:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 

St Pauls to the Corinthians 1:3-9 

Mark 13:33-37 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1, 3-8 

Responsorial Psalm 79:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 

St Pauls to the Corinthians 1:3-9 

Mark 13:33-37 

Christmas Eve Mass Times 
5.30pm Children's Mass 
7.30pm Family Mass 
9.00pm Family Mass 
 
Christmas Day 
9.30am Family Mass  
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