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The Four Weeks of Advent  

Time to Decorate our Church in Perpetration for Christmas 

Next Saturday we will need help decorating the Church in time for  

Christmas.  If you can come and help that would be appreciated.  We 

have two Christmas trees which need decorating.  We will also be  

placing of other Christmas decorations along the walls of our church to 

make our church as festive as possible.  The crib, our new  

reindeers, and Christmas lights need to be constructed and  

assembled.  Come and help and have some fun for 10am to 12 Noon.  



The 5pm Sunday Mass 
Last Sunday we had 6 people register for the 5pm Mass and a total of 17 
people attended.  The Corona virus has brought my concerns about the 
5pm Mass to a head.  We usually had an average of 50-55 people before 
the lockdown.  Many arrived late, which is a usual occurrence at this 
Mass.   
 
A full church often creates a more vibrant celebration.  When the church 
is mostly empty then our liturgical celebrations lack a sense of  
community.  Mass becomes primarily a private individual experience at 
the expense of its communal aspect.   
 
Motivating such a small Mass attendance is almost impossible to 
achieve.  Merv or Diane are continually asking for volunteers at the last 
moment so our Mass can run as smoothly as possible.  This places con-
siderable pressure on myself, as presider, as I try to celebrate Mass as 
best I can.   
 
For the reasons stated I have made the following resolution.  I have  
decided to cancel the 5pm Mass until February 2021.  The last 5pm  
Sunday Mass will be on December 13

th
.  Our other Masses can easily 

absorb the extra people and enrich those Masses by their  
presence.  I ask that those parishioners join the 6pm Saturday evening 
Mass or the 9.30am Sunday morning Mass where you will be most  
welcome. 
 
If I can have a genuine commitment of a consistent number of 90 – 100 
parishioners and if more people are willing to volunteer to help, I will 
gladly re-instate the Mass in February 2021.  For the Mass to resume I 
ask that you e-mail Michele so we can form rosters to help with the  
following, welcoming parishioners, taking up the collection, be a  
sacristan, a special minister of the Eucharist, help with the liturgy of the 
Word, and help with the music and screens, introduce singing etc.   
 
While I don’t wish to appear negative I have asked myself if this Mass is 
necessary or am I just saying Mass for the sake of convenience.  If this 
Mass is to continue it will need lots of energy to bring it alive once more 
as a true celebration of our faith in God and each other.   
 
So, I leave the choice with you and if you are willing to support this Mass 
by your involvement, I am more than willing for it to continue.   
Sincerely, Fr. John 



The Travel Bug  
I know some people who truly dislike the concept of travel.  The hassle of 
packing, then the long queues at the airport, disgruntled passengers,  
customs control, crowds, and the flight itself which is long and boring with 
terrible food and little comfort.  Travelling by car is just as tiring and  
frustrating, especially on a long trip.  We often get to our destination  
exhausted and so begins our holidays.   
Others love the prospect of travel.  The excitement of arriving at the airport 
full of enthusiasm.  They seem oblivious to the queues and the hassles  
involved with baggage and the like.  They just roll with the punches and 
enjoy the whole experience.  
 
The difference is that such people see the journey itself as part of the  
holiday.  They begin their holiday as soon as they leave home.  Others like 
myself only begin their holiday once they arrive at their destination.   
You see in the end it is all about a mindset.   
 
Funny, when I was younger travelling around Europe, I enjoyed the  
journey on buses and trains as much as I did the cities I visited.  I met so 
many different and interesting people along the way.  Staying in hostels 
and one-star cheap hotels and meeting the locals was just wonderful.  
Sometimes I met up with the locals in the pubs and often ended up in their 
homes.  I have some wonderful memories of ending up somewhere – not 
knowing where - but having the time of my life.   
 
Now I am afraid I have become a grumpy old man.  Travel intimidates me, 
the thought of airports and taxies leaves me cold.  I’d rather be at home 
with a good book and a glass of wine – how sad!  Last time I travelled to 
Europe my doctor prescribed medication!   
 
As I reflect, I ponder on where I have gone wrong.  I am forced to  
re-examine and challenge my present mind-set. 
 
To make a straight path for our God involves changing our mindset and 
being prepared to see the benefits of the whole journey not just the  
destination.  Like a holiday it is the whole experience that matters not just 
when we arrive at our accommodation.  The prophet Isaiah is inviting  
Israel to a change of heart to see beyond their experiences and to live in 
hope.  This hope is transformative i.e. preparing a place in the wilderness 
of fears and anxieties for new growth to emerge.   
 
Next time I travel I will try to see it as a transforming experience.  Who 
know I might actually enjoy the experience once more.   

Young techno-savvy people required 
This is a call for the younger generation to get involved.   
 

The celebration of any Mass involves ministries and volunteers whose  
assistance is invaluable.  We now have state of the art equipment and all we need is 
volunteers to make our Masses vibrant and lively celebrations.  The younger  
generation seem to grasp it with little or no effort.  So, we need your help!  If you can 
assist, please let us know but you may have to assist  Fr. John who is a bit slow in 
this area.  He may know scriptures, but his knowledge of technology is sadly lacking.   
Poor Fr. John !! 



1st Collection—this money is used to support Fr John and the priests of the Archdiocese.  

2nd Collection—this money is used to pay for the running of and the upkeep of our Parish. 

$3,549 (weekly, fortnightly, monthly, annual) donations from last week.  

We need $3K per week just to meet our everyday running cost.   

MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6pm 
Sunday 9:30am & 5pm 
Tuesday to Saturday 9:15am 
 

Reconciliation  
After Saturday 9.15am Mass (or by 

private appointment) 

Exposition  
Suspended until further notice. 
 

Marriages   
Please refer to our website. 
 

Baptisms  
Please refer to our website. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Please refer to our website 

Parish Website https://

shkew.org.au 

School Administration  
T: 9853 5859    

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1, 3-8 

Responsorial Psalm 79:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 

St Pauls to the Corinthians 1:3-9 

Mark 13:33-37 

Christmas Eve Mass Times 
5.30pm Children's Mass 
7.30pm Family Mass 
9.00pm Family Mass 
 
Christmas Day 
9.30am Family Mass  

The Preparation Candle:  The Candle of Love  
On the second Sunday of Advent we light two candles, the Hope candle and then we 
light the Preparation candle also known as the candle of love.  
First, hope blooms as we realise that the prophecies about the Messiah are true.   
We then begin to prepare our hearts to receive the Lord Jesus. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

O people of Sion, behold, 
the Lord will come to save the nations,.  
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard  
in the joy of your heart.      
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

R. Lord, let us see your kindness,  
and grant us your salvation. 
 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say,  
a voice that speaks of peace, peace for his people  
His help is near for those who respect him  
and his glory will dwell in our land. R. 
 

Mercy and faithfulness have met;  
Justice and peace have embraced.  
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth   
and justice look down from heaven. R. 
 

The Lord will make us prosper  
And our earth shall yield its fruit. 
Justice shall march before him 
and peace shall follow his steps. R. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:  
all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, 
and behold the joy which comes to you from God. 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 61:1-2; 10-11 

Responsorial Psalm Luke 1:46-50, 53-54 

St Pauls to the Thessalonians 5:16-24 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 
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